ERLIGHTIAN SA'S 
C. - PRESENT ANEW 
| OR FUNDS INQUIRY 


Asserts Nixon Was Fearful 
6 Days After Watergate 
of Action by the F.B.I. 


THREAT TO C.I.A, 1S SEEN 


Former Top Aide Is First to. 
Testify in Congress on 
Democratic Break-In 


- By DAVID E. ROSENBAUM 


Special to Phe New York Tinies 
WASHINGTON, May 30 — 
John 1D. Ehrlichman told a Sen- 
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ators that the President had 
been worried that the investi- 
gation of the Watergate break- 
in might expose covert intelli- 
gence operations in Mexico. 

A Meeting With Helms 

Because of that concern, Mr. 
Ehrlichman said, the President 
ordered him and H. R, Halde- 
man, the White House chief of 
staff, to meet with the top offi- 
cials of the Central Intelligence 
Agency and to have them tell 
the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation to call off. the investiga- 
tion in Mexico if C.I.A. apera- 
tions would be endangered. 

In his statement last week, 
Mr. Nixon acknowledged hav- 
ing ordered Mr. Ehrlichraan and 
Mr. Haldeman “to insure that 
the investigation of the break- 
in not expose , . . an unrelated 
covert operation of the C.1A.” 

Mr. Ehrlichman said today 
that on June 23, 1972, six days 
after the burglary, he and Mr. 
Haldeman met with Richard 


ate subcommittee today that “Helms, then director of Central 


President ‘Nixon knew six days 


Intelligence, and Lieut. Gen. 


, after the Watergate break-in-<Vernon Walters, Mr. Helm’s 


that Federal agents were in- 
vestigating “Mexican aspects” 
of the case. © 

Mr. Ehrlichman was - Mr. 
Nixon's chief domestic adviser 


until he resigned April 30. He © 


* was one of the few men in the 


‘White House to see the Presi- 
dent regularly. 
‘ Mr, Ehrlichman was the first 
of the President's present or 
former top aides to testify 
before a Congressional commit- 
tee on the Watergate affair. 

The “Mexican aspects’ of 
which Mr. Ehrlichman spoke 
involved the transfer of $89,000 
from the President’s re-election 
committee through a bank in 
Mexico City into the hands of 
the Watergate burglars. 

* National Security Cited 

Mr. Ehrlichman said that he 
did not know whether Mr. 
Nixon knew shortly after the 
burglary at the Democratic 
headquarters that the break-in 
had been financed by money 
from his re-election campaign. 

In a statement to the Scnate 
Appropriations Subcommittee 
‘on Intelligence Operations and 
‘in comments lo newsmen after 
‘ward, Mr. Ehrlichman affirmed 
the President’s statement that 
any interference by the White 
House in the Watergate inves- 
tigation was a result of the 
President’s concern 


deputy, in Mr. Ehrlichman’s 
loffice. - ; 
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to conduct a 


General Walters was directed . 


to mect with L. Patrick Gray 3d,! 
then acting director of the F.B.L,i 
to tell Mr. Gray of the Presi-j 
dent’s concern, according to Mr.) 
Ehrlichman’s statement. | 

About 10 days later, Mr, Ehr-| 
lichman said, General Walters: 
,reported that there was no; 
C.LA. operation in Mexico that; 
would be imperiled by the F.B.E 
investigation. But Mr. Ebrlich-; 
man said that the President did: 
not believe General Walters. 

“The President told me then} 
that he still personally believed 
and feared that the F.B.I. in- 
vestigation might harm the 
agency,” Mr. Ehrlichman told! 
the committee, Mr. Ehrlichman| 
continued: : 

“He said he believed the! 
C.LA. would be making a mis-! 
+take if it pretended an investi- 
gation would not disclose some 
of its current operations. He 
said he hoped the gencral and 
other C.LA. management were 
not. covering up for their sub- 
ordinates. 

“The President said substan- 
tially: A man makes a prave 
mistake in covering up for sub- 
ordinates. That was President 
Truman’s crror in the [Alger 
Hiss case when he instructed 
the F.B.. not to cooperate.” 

Mr, Nixon ordered Mr. Gray 
“full investiga- 
tion,” Mr. Ehrlichman said. 

Mr. Ehtlichman met with the 
subcommittee for nearly three 


sas Democrat who is the pancl’s 


? Hills, Calif., “probably 
a week or more after the oc-: 


chairman, said that the former! curence.” 


Presidential aide would be 
called back for more question- 


ing, Tomorrow, Mr. Haldeman! 
is to appear before the sub-| 


committee. 
Mr. McClellan said that fur- 
ther testimony from Mr. Ehr- 


lichman was necessary because 
“serious and conflicting allega- 
tions have been received. 
regarding attempts to involve, 
the Central Intelligence Agency! 
in the Watergate-and Pentagon 
papers cases.” 

Mr. McClellan was referring 
to Mr. Ehrlichman’s contention 
that he did not ask the agency 
to provide E. Howard Hunt Jr. 
with paraphernalia that Hunt 
allegedly used to break into 
thle office of Dr. Daniel Ells- 
berg’s former psychiatrist in 
the summer of 1971. Hunt was 
subsequently one of those who! 
pleaded guilty to the Water-; 
gate conspiracy. 

Gen, Robert E, Cushman Jr.,| 
deputy director of the C.LA. 
in 1971 and now commandant 
of the Marine Corps, submitted! 
an affidavit to a House sub- 
committee May 11 in which he 
stated: 

“About 7 July 1971 Mr. John 
Ehrlichman of the White House 
called me and stated that How- 
ard Hunt was a bona fide em- 
ploye, a consultant on security 
matters and thatHunt would 
come to sce me and request 
assistance which Mr. Ehrlich- 
man requested that I give.” 

General Cushman swore to a 
similar statement before Sena- 
tor McClellan’s subcommittee. 

But Mr. Ehrlichman said to- 
day that he did not have the 
“faintest recollection” of having 
made such a telephone call and 
that it was “extremely improb- 
able” that he had done so. 

Mr. Ehrlichman gave the 
Senate subcommittee mentoran- 
dums from General Cushman 
written last January in which 
the generals said that he did 
not know who made the call 
to him. 

Mr. Ehrlichman said that he 


ifirst found out about the bur- 


glary of Dr. Elisberg’s psychia- 
trist, Dr. Lewis Fielding of 


ing statement to the committee 


' C.LA. to cover up the Water- 


John N. Mitchell, former At- 


But Mr. Ehrlichman said that 
he did not ‘tell President Nixon 
about the matter and that the 
President had learned of it “rel- 
atively recently.” 

The break-in “was at that 
time oppressed with a very 
sensitive national security} 
characteristic as far as were 
concerned and as well as the 
investigating authorities were], 
concerned and continued to be 
oppressed with that character- 
istic until very recently,” Mr. 
Ehrlichman said in response to 
&@ question from newsmen. 

Mr. Ehrlichman appeared be- 
fore the Senators in a closed 
session, but his 19-page open-|_ 


was released. 
_ The McClellan subcommittee]. 
is investigating whether any]. 
pressure was exerted on thel- 


gate case, | 1 
In addition to'Mr. Haldeman, 
the McClellan panel plans to 
call Charles W. Colson and 
Egil Krogh Jr. both former 
While House assistants. 
Other ranking aides, such as 


torney General, Maurice H. 
Stans, former Commerce Secre- 
tary, and John W, Dean 3d, for- 
mer Presidential counsel, are 
expected to testify in the next! 
several wecks before the special 
Senate committee investigating 
the entire Watergate case. 


(ALO WALTERS, Verne 
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By OSWALD JOHNSTON 


Star-News Staff Writer 


John D. Ehrlichman’s 
Senate testimony disclos- 
ing President Nixon's role 
in ordering CIA officials 
Jast June to curb an FBI 
investigation relating to 


v’-Watergate appears to con- 


flict with earlier testimo- 
‘ny, raising a series of new 
questions. 

Some of .these questions 
are due for exploration 


today when H. R. Haide- 


man, the former Nixon 
chief of staff who conauct- 
ed the June 23 meeting 
Ehrlichman described, 
presents his version before 
the Senate Appropriations 
subcommittee on intelli- 
gence operations. 


Ehrlichman’s testimony 
before that committce yes- 
terday left its chairman, 
John L. McClellan, D- 
Ark., indicating he was 


half persuaded that the 


meeting was not only “at 
the instance of the 
President’’ but that Nixon 
knew CIA officials would 
be ordered to block an on-. 
going probe of Mexican 
funds that eventually 
linked the Watergate bur- 
glars directly to the Com- 


mittee for the Re-election 
of the President. 

THE MEXICAN trans- 
action invelved the shift- 
ing of $89,000 in Nixon 
campaign donations 
through Mexico, in an 
apparent effort to conceal 
their source. Ultimately, 
the funds wound up in the 
campaign treasury after 
moving through the bank 
account of one of the Wa- 
tergate conspirators. 

Ehrlichman, speaking to 
‘reporters yesterday, fol- 
Jowed Nixon's lead of last 
week in seeking to justify 
the meeting with CIA offi- 
cials in the name of 
“national security’? opera- 
‘tions that might be hin- 
dered if the FBI were al- 
lowed to conduct a viger- 
ous probe of Watergate. 


He also tried to shift to, But W 


John W. Dean IT], the oust- 
ed White House counsel, 


App 


=| Approve, 
all 


any blame for “‘imporper 
suggestions’’ which ac- 
cording to earlier accounts 
had been made to CIA offi- 
cials. These included a 
proposal that the agency 


use “covert action funds” 
to pay bail for the Water- 
gate burglars and also to 
put them on the CIA pay- 
roll while they were in jail. 

Following another domi- 
nant theme in Nixon’s 


statement of last week, 


Ehrlichman also cited a 
strong fear of }Jeaks to the 
press as a reason for limit- 
ing the FBI investigation. 
“We were suffering from 
extensive hemorrhaging 
by the FBI,’ the former 
White House domestic 
chief said, referring to 
press accounts of on-going 
FBI investigations. 

Ehrlichman specifically 
declined either to deny or 
assert that it was the Pres- 
ident himself wno speci- 
fied that the FBI's poten- 
tially embarrassing probe 
of the Mexican finances be 
interrupted for the sake of 
CIA operations. 


“T honestly can’t re- - 


call,’’ Ehrlichnran told 
reporters. ‘‘I] can’t say 
whether that subject came 
from the President or 
came from those of us who 
were at the meeting.” 


IN ADDITION to this 
comment and the question 
it raises, Ehrlichman’s 
version of the CIA transac- 
tion posed specific con- 
flicts with earlier accounts 
by former CIA director 
Richard M. Helms and 
CJA deputy director Lt. 
Gen. Vernon A. Walters. 

Ehrlichman said Wal- 
ters was ordered to warn 
the FBI off the Mexica 
probe only after Helis 
and Walters were: unable 
to ‘make us a flat 
assurance” there was no 
danger that the FBI inves- 
tigation would jeapardize 
CIA operations. Walters 
even “left a very clear 
impression’ there might 
be such a danger, Ehrlich- 
man said. 
alters and Tf[elms 
have substantially agreed, 
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account that Walters gave 
‘In a sworn and notarized 


affidavit: ‘It had been- 


decided at the White 


House that I would go to. 


acting FBI director Gray 
and tell him that now that 
the five (Watergate) sus- 
pects were arrested, fur- 
‘ther enquiries into the 
Mexican aspects of this 
matter might jeopardize 
some of the CIA's covert 
activities in that area.” 

In a confidential in- 
house memorandum of 
that meeting which has 
been turned over to con- 
gressional committees 
examining the CIA-Water- 
gate link, Walters remem- 
bered being told “it is the 
President’s wish’? that he 
go to Gray with this plea. 

Helms has told both the 


McClellan committee and - 


Rep. Lucien N. Nedzi’s 
House intelligence sub- 
committee that he con- 
ferred with Gray on the 
CIA-Watergate link June 
22 —- one day before the 
meeting Nixon ordered in 
Ehrlichman’s office. . 


McCLELLAN indicated 
he is confident Gray was 
told that day that ‘‘there 
was no problem” relating 
to CIAoperations. Nedzi, 
D-Mich., likewise is con- 
vinced that Helms told 
Gray ‘‘there was no way an 
FBI investigation of Wa- 
tergate could affecttheir 
(that is, CIA) covert proj- 
ects.” - 

It is not clear ‘whether 
Helms was speaking di- 
rectly of the Mexican in- 
vestigation, which is 
known to have been in 
progress by the June 23 
meeting. 

In testimony a week ago 
before the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, 
Helms recalled © being 
asked cither ‘before that 
day or after that day” by 
the FBI to check out Man- 
uel Ogarrio Dagucrre, a 
Mexican lawyer involved 
in the Mexico City fund 
transfer, Helms did sa, hes 
testificd, and learned that 
Ogarrio “had no relation- 
ship with the agency of 
any kind." 


ROOO 
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was described as so un- 
sure about the effect of 
FBI activities on CIA op- 
erations that, with Helms 
present in the room during 
the June 23 meeting, he 


was ordered to go.to Gray 
to warn him. 

Walters “‘left a very 
‘clear impression with us of 
the strong possibility of a 
Vigorous investigation 
uncovering some secret of 
a national security charac- 


ter such as the President: 


was concerned about,”’ 
Ihrlichman said yester- 
day, adding: “If he hand’t, 
we wouldn’t have sent him 
over there.”’ 

As to the Mexican. 
connection, Ehrlichman 
hinted it may have been 
Gray himself who brought 
that up. “My understand- 
ing ... has been that the 
FBI was aware of the 
Mexican connection, so to 
speak,’’ Ehrlichrhan said, 
“and they had raised the 
question of whether or not 
there might be a CIA 
connection,’ 


ON THE SAME day of 
the White House meeting 
with Helms and Walters, 
the first public knowledge 
of the Mexican connection 
surfaced in federal court 
during a routine bond’ 
hearing for the men 
caught inside the Water- 
gate on June 17, only six 
days before. At the hear- 
ing it was revealed that a 
Miami bank draft linked ta 
Pernard I.. Barker, one of 
the burglars, had been 
traced to a bank in Mexico 
City, 

Despite the key role the 
Mexico connection was to 
play in Walters’ and 
Helms’ recollection of the 
episade, Ehrlichman’s 
version appeared to be 
vague on that point. 

“Walters,”? he recalled, 
“was never asked to limit 
anything. fe was aksed to 
Impart the information 
which he had or could pet 
to the FBI in order that 
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sion, hawever, Walters 


Post News Services 


WASHINGTON — Former 
White House adviser John D. 


c- Eltrlichman mrediestay 
blamed the Central In- 
telligence Agency's deputy di- 

C& rector, Vernon Walters, for 
the CIA's rele in the Water- 

e fale coverup. 


Ehrlichman also said he 
can't recall asking the CIA to 
> help FE. Howard Hunt, chal- 
lensing testimony by former 
CIA deputy Robert Cushman. 
» Bhrlichinan, who a as 
chiel Whhe House domestic 
adviser last April 49, testified 
nara behind closed doors to the in- 
( telizence subcommittee of 


the Senate 
Conunittee. 


Appropriations 
He luer gave 
Rueing the buck/pasge 2C 
Trial schodaled/page dA 
newsmen a )T-paige transcript 

of his prepared tesiimony. 


Stubcormnlitec Chairman 
John MeClefian, Dfkrk., said 
Inter Tacre pas beer sorlous y 


Testing 
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Waforgate matter 
Supports a statement “by Pres-" 
ident Nixon last week. Nixon 
ésid he ordered Ehrlichman 
and Haldeman to ensure that 
die FBI's investigations into 
Watergate didn’t uncover se- 
cret operations by the CIA or 
(White House agents. 
“y2hrlichman — said Walters 
and CIA Director Richard 
Helms met with him and Hal- 
Geman in late June, 1972. 
rns and Walters said the 
Va-hand’t been involved in 
-Watergate and that an FRI 
Jape e aes wouldn't uncoy- 
“any pasl CIA operi ations. 
A het hrlichman said Wal- 
ters 2 Rave an “equivocal re- 
sponse”? to a question about, 
whether any ongoing CIA ac- 
tivities in| Mexico might be 
ninovered, Meee Ss was 1ben 
ordered . contact acung FBI 
JNrector Bae Gray MI 
and ue aes all the facis,’ 
“Gray has testified that Wal- 
{ers told him to postpone FBI 
jnterviews With twee men, ene 
ef them a Mexican lawyer, 
whose checks supplied & {i- 
nancial Jink betveen the Wa- 
forgate wiretappers and the 
sixon re-election Goririilee, 
Gray said Ehriichman inter 
fered with tis to 


efforts 


straighten the raartcor out, antl: 


that he once Ww aoe NING? 

thak he was being Wwoartally 

wounded be inen around him. 
ih brlichmar yo sinted the 


imtter oes oa 
anding., “In rere 
coral Weliors at the June 


VDamecting seid ta Mr. Hal 
Corn and me the tiiags he 
apparentiy, said beer, 
Had we been eid daly 
: na ‘Mosiean connection’ 
fo tae CLA gt that firee, cast 
easel) fave ended the rdier 
ross Poawas cencersed,’ 


chinga scue, 


oe 
ee 


Are ies 


f. 
fet 
i 


“Ehri 
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“ On the Fllsberg matter, Eh- 
rlichman would not flatly con- 
fradict the testimony of for- 
mer CIA deputy director 
Cushman, but he said he has 
no evidence or recollection to 
support. it, 
sda other developments: 
~ & Chief U.S, District Court 
Judve John J. Sirica signed a 
a0-day delay of immunity for 
Dean and Magruder. The or- 
“dor will keep them from testi- 
fying in the Senate Watergate 
diearings until at least June 


oS. 


. & Supreme Court opinions 
"revealed that as recently as 
$972 the high tribunats sug- 
crested that “in proper. cir- 
cuunstances” the President 
could he subpoenaed to ap- 
pear in court, The White’ 
House said Puesday that Nix- 
om would nol testify. before 
the Watergate federal grand 
jury because it would he 
constinntionaly inappropri- 
Te. 
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By Laurence Stetn 

Washiugton Post Staff Writer 

President Nixon 
sonally ordered a White 
House meeting at which 
his chief aides instructed 
the Central Intelligence 
Agency to intervene in ani 

“ FBI investigation of si 

“lawhdering” 


Mexican bank, 


‘of elie b. Dhictebanan, for- 
. sNixon's chief ad- 


during a closed hearing yes- 
terday of the Senate Appro- 
Subecammittee on 
Intelligence Operations, 

At the time the President 
Was specifically aware that 
investigation’ ce 


volitical 
s Which were ulliniately, 


a his leelesuian conummittee, 
Appropriations 


y senators ia reeapittulat- 
ing Ehriichiman's : 
of clased-door 

Ebrlichiman, who cmersed 


from a lane period of vir- 


, sald eee alee how: 


ever, ‘that he dia noApproved For Release 2OOSYOT/01 : GIA-RDR94,00904R000700100005-8 
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whether the President was 
aware of the nature of the 
§100,000 fund transection. 


Yesterday’s session also 
produced the disciosure by 
MeClellan that the then-di- 
rector of the CIA, Richard 
}elms, had told former Act- 

ing FBI Director L. Patrick 


‘Lpution Cy WI on June 22, 1972, 


that the CIA was not impli- 
eated in the Watergate scan- 
daland that the FBI investi- 
gation in Mexico would not 
“imperil any of its opcera- 
tions. 

This is of mator *sicnifi- 
cane “sinee top CLA officials 
have testified thal tite Peosi- 
dents former chief of sary, 


YR. (eb) Haldeman, in- 
structed. them at a White 
Mouse meeting the follow- 
ing day to advise the FBI 
that ageney operations in 
Mexico would be  endan- 
- gered by the inquiry. : 

The new testimony also 
produced a series of contra: 
dictions between Mhrlich- 
»> man and top CIA officials 
on the role of the White 
Wouse in dealing with the 
agency on Watergate-relaled 
matters. 

fhrlichman said he had 
no recollection of tnaking 
the phone callin July, 1971, 
« that resulted in the CIA's 
) giving technical assistance 
to Watergate conspirators bh. 
Howard Hunt Jr and G, 
Gordon Liddy, That assist- 
ance was used in the bur- 
glary of Daniel ElUsberg’s 
psychiatrist in carly Septem- 
her, 1971, : 

Former CIA Deputy Di- 
rector Gen. Robert If. Cush- 
man had previously sworn 
that it was Eluichman who 
ordered the assistance to 
Hunt. And it was Helms’ les- 
timony that the assistance 
was frudginely provided by 
the arenev because of White 
Louse insistence, 


May 11 


Ft 
ye 
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to the committee, Ehrlich- , 
man said that it was Cush- 
man who called him in Au- 
cust, 1971, to request that 
the aid to Hunt be ended. 
Fhrlichman said he readily 
agreed to the request when 
he learned that Hunt 
claimed to be working for 
the White House. ' 

Cushman, who is now the 
Marine Corps commandant, 
made a sworn statement last 
that Ehrilichman 
“ealled me and stated that 
Howard Hunt was a bona 
fide ernployee, a consultant 
on. security matters, and 
that Hunt would come to 
see me and request assist- 
‘ance which Ar. Chrichman 
requested that I give.” 

Ehvlichman said yesterday: 

“y can say flatly that I do 
not have even the faintest 
recollection of having donc 
so. 1 can say with assurance 
that any call ta the CIA is 
the kind of call that 1 usu- 
ally have little or no diffi- 
culty remembering.” 

The former White TYyouse 
aide said that in the past the 
CIA had no hesitation in 
turning down White Mouse 
reaues sts that the agency felt 
would exceed its charter. 
And he 1 
of “why Hunt would be ex- 
tended carte blanche at the 
agency for nearly a month 
without [ihe agency's] ask- 
jug what he was © toing.? : 

HeJms and Cushman testi- 
fied Unat they decided to cut 


off the aid to Hunt because - 


his requests for CIA serve 
ices---such as the transfer of 
a sceretary fram Paris anda 
New York mailing address-— 
had become excessive. 

The second controversial 
deatine) between the White 
House and ClA—the June 23, 
1o72, meeting in Bhvlich- 
mats offlec--was prompted 
ee the President's Sa 

Ver the effectofian i! 


vaisad the question ” 
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Phrlichtuns said the White 
JIouse was apprehensive 
about the “extensive hem- 
orrhages” of news leaks in 
the FBI. “iverybody under- 


_ stood that anything that was 


the subject of FBI investiga- 
tion at that time was subject 
to appearing in Time maga- 
zine as an automatic proposi- 


tion.” 


Even. after a series of 
mectings between Gray and 
the CIA’s new deputy) 


director, Gen. Vernon 
Walters, resulting in the 
CIA’s assurance that no 
operations were imopcriled, 
the President was still con- . 


eerned about security, Ehr- 
lichman said. 


“During the first week' of 
‘July, 1972. the President told 
me Pat Gray told him on 
the telephone that Gen. 
Walters had told Gray there 
was no CIA objection toa 
full FBI investigation of the 
Mexican aspects of the 
Watergate case. The Presi- 
dent said he then instructed 
Gray to conduct a full in 
vestigation,” Boriichnian tes- 
tified. 


“The President told me 
then that he still personally 
believed and feared that 
the FBI investigation might 
harm the agency. 

“We said he believed the 
the CIA would be making a 
mistake if it pretended an 
investigation would not dis- 
close some of its current 
operations He said he 
hoped the general and 
other CIA management 
were nol covering up for 
their subordinates. 

“The -President said sub- 
stantially: a man makes a 
grave mistake in covering 
up for subordinates. That 
was President Truman’s er- 


ror in the Hiss ease when 
he instructed the FBI hot. 
to cooperate.” 

Ehrlichman failed to ex- 
plain, however, the basis for 
the President's initial or 
continuing concern over the 
impact of the FRY Water- 
gate investigation on the 
CIA. . 
Rep. Lucien .Nedzi (p- 
Mich.), who also conducted 
closed hearings at which 
the principal witnesses ap- 
peared, said) Helms told 
Gray “in categorical fash- 
ian” the day helore the 


White House mecting; that 


continued 


xcerpts 


" Ilere are key excerpts 
from statement yesterday 
by former White House 
aide John D. Ehrlichman 
before the Senate Approp- 
riations Subcommittee on 
. Intelligence Operations. 
This portion deals with the 
CIA ond E, Howard Hunt 
Jr. 4 3 
I received a phone eall 
“ from Gen. Robert Cushman, 
deputy director of the CIA, 


in late August, 1971 (he says. 


it was Aug. 27), saving that 
_ Hunt was receiving aid from 
the agency, whieh was be- 
coming potentially awk- 
ward. I asked him whether 
Hunt was acting for the 
agency or the White House. 
He said the White House. I 
asked him whai his assign- 
ment was from the White 
House. He said: he did not 
know. 

In response to his request 
J told the general I would 
dake responsibility for the 
agency terminating its as- 
sistance to Hunt and, if 
there were any squawks ,or 
kickbacks from anyone in 
the White House, to simply 
refer them to me. 

In 1969, in conneetion with 
a very different case, I had 
had occasion to discuss the 
stututory limitations of CIA 
-aetivity with Gen. Cushman 
in some detail. He had clear. 
Jy spelled out the limits at 
that time and explained the 
CIA’s continucus concern 


{nat it net go beyond statu- 


{ory bounds. 

Tt is somewhat ironic that 
Gen. Cushman’s testimony 
mekes much of his “long- 
time relationship” with me 
aud the fact that he took 
my requests as equivalent 
ta absolute mandate in view 
of my White House position. 
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In point of fact, although 
I think I was introduced to 
the general once prior to 
1868, and saw him to say 
hello at White House social 
functions a couple ef times, 
this conversation in 1969 
was the first time we had 
ever scriously spoken to one 
another. 

And, of course, on this oc- 
casion he turned down my 
request for assistance. 

The next time I can recall 
talking to him was in August, 
1971, when he called to ask 
that CIA aid to Hunt be cut 
off. I was entirely in sympa- 
thy with his request to cut 
off aid to lIunt based on his 
conclusion, 
quests had become excessive. 


‘I did. not even question him 


for additional details; I sim- 

ply accepted his conclusion. 
I also recall wondering at 

the time how Hunt had ob- 


tained help from the CIA, in. 


the first place. It occurred to 
me that if anyone later com- 
plained to me about this eut- 
off, I would probably learn 
how Hunt got started there. 

No one ever did complain. 

At no time during the Au. 
gust, 1971, conversation did 
the general imply, suggest or 
state that I had initiated or 
sponsored Ifunt’s assistance 
from the CIA. Ralher, the 
general spoke as though -he 
were turning to me for help 
out of a situation created by 
others, 


This excerpt deals with 
the CIA and the Watergate 
developments in June of 
1972, 


The President asked Mr. 
Haldeman to convene a nect- 
ing with Director Helms and 
Deputy Director Wallers after 
the Watergate investigation 


began. Mr. Haldeman told me 
the President wished me to 
“sit in.” As if happened, my 
office was used for the mect- 
ing. 

Mr. Naldeman said that the 
President was concerned 
about the effect of the FBI 
investigation upon the agency, 
The President intended to re- 
quire a’ full, vigorous FBI in- 
vestigation with no strings 
but believed’ that the trail 
might lead to ageney people 
or activities cither in this 
country or abroad. The Presi- 
dent was especially concern- 
ed about agency activities in 
Mexico which might he dis- 
closed. 


that Tiunt’s re- “Mr. Ielms and Gen. Walters 


were asked first, if the CIA 
had a part in the Watergate 
break-in. They replied that it 
did not. 


They were asked if a vei 
Vigorous examination of the 
past of the burglars or their 
money sources might jeop- 
ardize the secrecy of vres- 
ent or past CIA operations, 
including those in Mexico. 
They replied that no past 
operations would be jeopard- 
ized, so far as they could 
tell then. But Gen. Walters 
would not say that the CIA 
had no concern on the ques- 
tion of Mexican operations. 
T got the impression that 
Mev Mgldeman’s shot had 
hit some tareet, 

Apparenlly Director 
Helms also took Gen. Wal- 
ter’s reply at face value. 

. He testified that he told 
Gen. Walters after the mect- 
ing that if the FBI investi- 
gation did run into the CIA 
Mexican operation, the es- 
teblished procedure should 
be followed. Sce also Gen, 
Walters’ memeons [imemo- 
randa of ecouversation|, es- 
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pecially the memorandum 


of 28 June, 1972. . 
As a result of this. equiv- 
ocal response by Gen. Wal- 
ters respecting Mexican op- 
crations, he was asked to 
make contact with Acting 
FBI Director Gray and give 
him all the facts. I believe 
the general called Gray 
from my outer office to ar- 
range to see him at once. 
Helms and Walters were, 
told that John Dean~ was 
following the- 
matter closely for the Presi- 
dent and any future White 
J{cuse contact could be with 
lim. I’m not sure whether 
they were told this on the 


-eceasion of the meeting or 


later, but I do recall having 
some ‘part in getting Wal- 
ters to talk to Dean. I be: 
lieve I also informed Dean 
of. the mecting, of my im- 
pression of Walters’ re- 
sponse regar ding CIA Mexi- 
can operations, and I be- 
lieve I told Dean that W al- 
ters would be working with 
Gray on the problem. 

Later Dean told me he 
had been in touch with Wal- 
ters and that the CIA did 
not believe an investigation 
would harm their operations. 
I was unaware of Dean's 
meetings or conversations 
with Walters regarding use 
of CIA money for salarics 
for the defendants until i= 
news reports this mont 
about them. 

During the first week wet 
July, 1972, the Presicle: 
told me Pat Gray tald hu: 
on the telephone that Gi. 
Walters had told Gray there 
was no CIA objection to «& 
full FBI investization of 
Mexican aspects of the Mae 


Ves 
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The ‘Washington Merry-Go-Round 


. CIA Memos Cite WI hite 


By Jack Anderson . 


‘Declaring 
lent’s wish,” 
‘sked the CIA last June to 
ntervene with the FRI to 
mit the Watergate investiga- 
‘on to the five men who were 
urested inside Democratic!this matter now that it was 
Yarty headquarters, launched.” He said, “this was 
He promised that acting FBIia most awkward matter to 
Jirector L. Patrick Gray IIL]come up during an election 
‘would be receptive as he was/year, and he would sce what 
cooking for guidance on the|(he could de.” 
matter.” The once-powerful| The account of the White 
Haldeman has been deposed! House attempt to suppress the 
as White House chief of staff. |investigation is contained in a 
From our CIA sources, we) memo which Walters dictated 
‘have obtained infernal memosion June 28, 1972, It describes 
‘which claim the CIA’s two|the June 23 meeting with 
ogses at the time, Director} Haldeman and John Whrlich- 
Richard Helms aid Deputy Di-} man in Ehrlichman's White 
ector Vernon Walters, were | House office. 
summoned to the White House; Declares the 
on June 23, 1972, less than almemo: “Haldeman said that 
week after the Waterbuggers|the ‘bugging’ affair at the 
were caught. Democratic National Commit- 
Haldeman told them the in-]tec headquarters at the Water- 
lgate apartments had made a 
lot of noise and the Democrats 
were trying to maximize it. 
“The investigation was lead- 
ing to a lot of important peo- 


that the five men involved 
H. R. Haldeman, best to 
ifurther.” 

Gray was quoted inthe CIA 
memos as suggesting the 
(“problem was how to low key 


taper the matter 


Walter's 


ing” and asked Walters to call 
on Gray and suggest that the 
arrest of the five suspects 


not Sate at to 
have the inquiry pushed. . 
Obeying orders, W allers’ saw 
Gray the same day. “I re- 
ported,” Walters recorded af- 
terward, “that if the investiga: 
tions were pushed ‘south of 
the border, it could trespass 
on some of our covert pro- 


Director repeated that there 
;Wwas none, 


affair was getting embarrass- 


wish that Walters call on act- 


jects, and in view of the fact ing FRI Director Patrick Gray 


tand suggest to him that since 


rested, that this should he 
sufficient and that it was not 
advantageous to have the en- 
quiry pushed, especially in 
Mexico, ete. 

“Director Helms ssid that 
he had talked to Gray on the 
previous day and had made 
plain to him that the Agency 
was not behind this matter, 
that it was not connected with 
it and none of the suspects 
were working 
worked for the Agency in the 
f two years. 


“He had told Gray that none 


{ his investigations was touch- 


ing any covert projecls of the 
Agency, current or ongoing. 
“Haldeman then stated that 
I could tell Gray that I had 
talked to the White House and 
suggest that the investigation 
not be pushed further. Gray 
would be receptive as he was: 


for nor had| 


1R000700100005-8 


; wong 
In other words, the White 
House pair directed Walters te 


Oe 


“it was the Presl-; were under arrest, it would be| the five suspects had been at-|intervene with the FRI, de; 


spite repeated disclamers t! int. 
the CIA was involved in. the 
Waterbugging or could be hur: 
by the FBI investigation. . 
Indeed, Helms had already 
Imade it plain to Gray that the 
FBI investigation wouldnt’ 
jeopardize any covert CTA ap 


carried out the White House 
orders and spoke to Gray 
about tapering the investice 
tion. Subsequently, the CIA 
;vesisted White House pressure 
‘to participate in the water 
fate cover-up. =e 

The CIA memos also eatan: 
cle President, Nixon in the 
coverup, Haldeman said. the 
intervention with the FRY 
“was the President's wish*' O#8 
‘course, Haldeman may have 
misused the President's name, 
1 But it took another 10 months 
for a reluctnat Mr. Nixon to 
ifire Haldéman and Ehrlich, 


looking for guidance on thejman, then he praised them. “ine. 


matter. 
“The Director repeated that 


the process. 
For another month, ine fad 


‘the Agency was unconnected) aides continued to use W flip? 


with the matter. I tacn agreed 


try to do it taday. . 


“On returning te the office,; up 
“Haldeman said the wholelI called Gray, indicated that: gleaming White House limous 


| House offices and to ridg 


ple, and this could get worse. /to talk to Gray as directed.i:arogund in White House limous 
iie asked what the connection| Ehrlichman implied 1 could doisines. The public was treated 
with the Agency was, and the|this soon, and I said I would)to the spectacle, for example, 


of the accused pair showing 
at the courthouse in A 


this was a matter of some ur-jsine to answer chavegs against 


at 1430 (2:30) that day.” 


ing, and it was the President's; gency and he agreed to see me: ‘them. 
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he. Watergate scandal had long since 
T transcended the mere burglary and 
‘ bugging of Democratic National Commit- 
-tee headquarters. But as the story con- 
tinued to unfold last week, that episode 
-emerged as part of the end game in a 
slow, sad process of the corruption of 
power-~a progression that began in con- 
cem for the national security, went on to 
the bending of ethics and laws and end- 
ed in outright police-state tactics as the 
Nixon Administration lost all sense of the 
difference between the nation’s welfare 
and its own. 

The wecek’s blockbusters, falling with 
almost cadenced regularity, included the 
eye-catching allegations that Henry Kis- 
singer, hitherto untouched by the widen- 
ing scandals, had approved FBI wiretaps 


Leena ne, 


or 


on his own National Security Council 
aides; that White House aides feared a 
senile J. Edgar Hoover might parlay 
this involvement into genteel blackmail 
of higher-ups, and that highly respected 
former CIA director Richard Helms, 


now U.S. ambassador to Iran, may well - 


have known more about the Watergate 
.than he had previously let on. But the 
week’s worst news was the emerging 
picture of an almost routine resort to il- 
legality by top government officials. 

That impression was rcinforeed when 
Richard Nixon’s own distance from the 
Watergate’ scandal shortened apprecia- 
bly. In response to published accusations 
by fired White House counsel John W. 
Dean III (Newsweek, May 14), Presi- 
dential press secretary Ron Zicgler ad- 
mitted that the President had never or- 
dered or received an in-house investi- 
gation directly from Dean, despite 
Mr. Nixon’s references to such a coun- 
sel’s report in two television addresses, 
The President, White House sources 


wishes to domestic assistant John D. 
Ehrlichman (who finally drew his last 
Federal paycheck last week, along with 
Dean and Presidential Assistant H.R. Hal- 
deman), and Ehrlichman later indicated 
to Mr. Nixon that Dean had cleared the 
White House staff of complicity. 

Over at FBI headquarters, meanwhile, 
interim director William D. Ruckelshaus 
was facing a battery of newsmen under 
klieg lights (“You mean he’s going to 
answer questions?” marveled an old FBI 
hand) to confirm a suspicion that had 
emerged in the closing hours of Dr. Dan- 
icl Ellsberg’s Pentagon-papers trial two 
weeks ago—that the whole secret-police 
apparatus that was to become Water- 
gate had actually becn set in motion in 
the spring of 1969, two years earlier 


bw, Ba bc 
Kissinger: Tap day at the NSC. 


he anc 3 9 mk 
Wally McNamee-—Newsweek 


Helms: A presumption of complicity 


than previously supposed. Thirteen gov- 
ernment officials, some of them members 
of the top-level National Security Coun- 
cil, and four newsmen were tapped by 
the FBI under direct orders from the 
President. 


Wrestling the Secret Serviec 


The logs from these taps, one of which 
had recorded Ellsberg, had been re- 
ported missing from the FBI since July 


of 1971 (the straw that finally forced 


dismissal of the LlIsberg case), but 
Ruckelshaus disclosed that the FBI re- 
covered them from Khrlichman’s safe a 
foitnight ago, provoking what he face- 
tiously called an “arm-wrestling” session 
with Secret Service men assigned to the 
White House. ; 

Jt was these early wiretaps that con- 
nected Kissinger with the undercover 
tactics. In the carly months of the Ad- 
ministration, Nrwsweex learned last 
Nhe Mr. Nixon became “enraged” over 
a leak to. The New York ‘Times that 
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FOR - PUBLIC AFFAIRS STAFF . 
| 
BROSRAM Face The Nation pe 
é 5 “ LBS Necuwursn 
DATE May 27, 1973 12:30 PM CITY Washington, D.C. 


FULL TEXT 


3 GEORGE HERMAN: Senator Symington, a week ago you 
said you found it hard to believe President Nixon was unaware 

of attemps by senior White House officials to use the Central 
Intelligence Agency to cover up on the Watergate. There's been. ° 
a good deal of testimony since. Are you finding it harder now” 

or easier to believe? . 


SENATOR STUART SYMINGTON: Well it was hard then, 
and it's still hard. 


ANNOUNCER: From CBS Washington, Face the Nation, 

a spontaneous and unrehearsed news interview with Senator Stuart 
Symington, Democrat of Missouri, Acting Chairman of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee. Senator Symington will be questioned 
by CBS News correspondent Marya McLaughlin, Laurence Stern of 
the Washington Post, and CBS News correspondent George Herman. 


Ro : * * 


HERMAN: Senator Symington, I'd have to say that your 
opening answer was more tantalizing than it was informative. 
There's been more in the way of testimony from CIA officials 
in the week since you made that original statement. Do they 
have any bearing on your feeling? Have they moved you one way 
or the other on the feeling that the President must have known 
about the CIA cover-up? ” 


SENATOR SYMINGTON: Well, as you know, the man who 
probably had as much authority in the White House as anybody 
in the years that I've been in Washington, Mr. Haldeman, has 
now been relieved of his job, as has Mr. Ehrlichman, who was 
supposedly the number two man, at least on the domestic side. 
And in addition to that, the President's Counsel, Mr. Dean, 
has, in effect, been fired. Under those circumstances, plus 
the fact that some of the papers say, “copy to the President," 
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PROGRAM Agronsky and Company - STATION WTOP TY 
DATE - May 26, 1973 7:00 PM ; CITY Washington, D.C. 
FULL TEXT 


MARTIN AGRONSKY: President, Nixon on Tuesday made another 
major statement to vindicate himself-in the Watergate scandal. 
This is the third time in the past five weeks that Mr. Nixon 
has made public declarations on Watergate. In his Tuesday statement 
Mr. Nixon for the first time acknowledged that he had ordered 
some limits on the government's investigation. The President 
said his aim in doing so had been only to protect ‘the national ; 
security. The President's statement left unanswered many questions 
about the White House role in the Watergate affair. 


The latest Gallup Pol} taken after the President's April 
30th Watergate speech showed Mr. Nixon's popularity has fallen 
to the lowest point since he's been President. 


On Wednesday, however, 22 Republican Senators and Represen~ 
tatives ended a White House meeting with the President by according 
him a standing ovation after he had cited national security considera- 
tions in regard to Watergate. 


Mr. Nixon also scored a major political victory in the 
House of Represetatives on Wednesday. A House majority sustained 
the President's veto of a bill requiring Senate confirmation 
of the two top officials in the Office of Management and the 
Budget. 


“A discussion of these issues in a minute with my colleagues. 


* . * * 


AGRONSKY: . Hugh, the President says his concern for 
national security is what motivated his order to limit government 
investigation of the Watergate case. How, does that explanation 

make sense to you? 


HUGH SIDEY: Martin, I must say that that statement 
in its entirety seemed like it came out of another age -- twenty, 
thirty, forty years ago when we saw these phantoms under the 
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Tose than a week after five men were arrested inside Democratic 
headquarters in the Watergate office building, Assistant US Atlorney 


Earl J. Silbert, then and now chief prosecutor in the case, announced 


in a court bond hearing that one of the defendants, Bernard Barker, 
had withdrawn $89,000 in cash from a Miami bank account. Silbert 
did not publicly disclose at the time the source of those funds —four 
checks drawn on the Banco Internacional of Mexico City. As he stood 
in court that day, June 23, 1972, Silbert was unaware that the checks 
had originally’been sent to the Committee for the Re-election of the 
President. Thus he did not know he was introducing material that 
would become the first solid link between the Watergate break-in 
and bugging and the Nixon campaign organization..The President’s 
closest White House aides, H. R. Haldeman and John Ehrlichman, 


‘did know it but did not tell prosecutor Silbert, Instead they tried to 


inveigle the CIA and the FBI into helping them cover up the tracks. 
At a meeting on June 23 in Ehrlichman’s White House office, Halde- 
man—with CIA Director Richard Helms looking on—ordered the 
deputy director of CIA, Lt. General Vernon Walters, a former Nixon 
military aide, to block an FBI inquiry into the Mexican checks. He 
was to do so by informing then acting FBI Director L. Patrick Gray III 


that any such inquiry would disclose secret CIA funding channels, | 


Within an hour Walters met with Gray and did as‘he had been or- 
dered. Gray thereupon halted further investigation of the checks. 


: Two weeks passed before Wallers told Gray that he had lied. 


Over at the Committee for the Re-election of the President on that 
same day, June 23, finance chairman Maurice Stans received a final 
up-to-date accounting of the almost $2 million in cash contributions 
to and expenditures of the commitice. There was'only one copy. 
Hugh Sloan, Jr., Stan’s treasurer who prepared the report, then de- 
Stroyed the backup material. That left Stans with the only record 


disclosing that G. Gordon Liddy, later canvicted as a Watergate con-' 


spirator, had received some $200,000 in cash from the Nixon com- 
mattee, Sloan, the man who had given the money to Liddy, had been 
rather uneasy even before $5300 in $100 bills was found on the Water- 


gate burglars. When Liddy sought $83,000 two months earlier, Sloan | 


had asked Stans to approve handing, over so large a sum in cash, 
Cc : : . . ‘ : 
otans promised to check with Nixon campaign director John Mitchell, 
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‘By OSWALD JOUNSTON 


Star-News Stall Writer 


L. Patrick Gray's own 


“recollection of his direct 


warning last summer to 
President Nixon that 
White House aides were 
trying to block an I’BI 
probe of Watergate is 
more explicit than carlier 
reports of it have been -— 
and far more forceful than 
Nixon's version. 

The former acting FBI 
director’s own account, as 
restated by a Senate 
connnittee and rade -pub- 
lic with Gray’s approval, 
portrays him bluntly 
warning the President 
‘that people on your staff 
are trying to mortally 
wound you,”? and making 
it clear beyond a doubt 
that the scheme involved 
“using the CIA and FEL” 

In his 4,000-word state- 

ment Tuesday, Nixon con- 
aed that investigation of 


_ Watergate was limited by 


his orders for reasons of 
“national security” that he 
said in-part derived froma 
belief the CIA was some- 
how involved in the break- 
in. He described the Gray 
warning this way: 


“ON JULY 6, 1972, I tel- 


ephoned the acting direc- 
tor of the FEI, L. Patrick 
Gray... During the con- 
versation Mr. Gray dis- 
cussed with me the pro- 
gress of the Watergate 
investigation, and I asked 

him whether he had talked 
with General Walters (CIA 
Deputy Director Lt. Gen’ 
Vernon Walters.) 

. “Mr. Gray said that he 
had, and that Gen. Walters 
had assured him that the 
CIA was not involved, In 

the discussien, Mr. Gray 
sugrested that the matter 
of Waterpate micht lead 

higher. I told him to press 
ahead with his investiea- 
tion." 

. Gray yesterday pave the 
Senate Appropriations 
subcommittee on intelli- 

gence operations a. far 

more 
the same conversation, 


WASHTN 
2 
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After warning eae 
can campaign director 
Clark MacGregor. of 
“confusion’’ over White 
House staff ‘tuse of both 
the FBI and CIA," Gray 
within 40 minutes received 
a telephone call from Nix- 
on, who was in California. 


“NR, PRESIDENT,” 
Gray rermembers saying 
when the chance came, 
‘there is something I want 
to speak to you about. 

“Dick Walters and I feel 
‘that people on your staff 
‘are trying to imortally 
‘wound you by using the 
‘CIA and FBI and by con- 
‘fusing the question of CIA 
‘interest in, or not in, peo- 
-ple the I BI wishes to in- 


‘terview.” 


In this version, Nixon is 


-quoted as saying after a 
“pause: “Pat, you just con- 


tinue to conduct your ap- 
gressive and thorough 
investigation.” 


In the background of 
both Gray's testimony and 
Nixon's semi-confessional 
statement Tuesday has 
been a steady escalation of 
testimony by high CIA offi- 
cials that White House 
aides IR. Haldeman and 
John 13. Ehrlichman, see- 
onded by John W. Dean 
Ill, tried to involve the 
CIA in the case within a 
few days after the Water- 
gate break-in June 17, 


‘BOTH WALTERS and 
former CIA Director Rich- 
ard elms have testified 
that Haldeman and Ehr- 
lichman, on June 23, or- 
Gered Walters to approacn 
Gray with a-request that 
an Fs probe of GOP 
campaign funds 
“Taandered’? through a 
Nlexico City bank be 
blocked on the pretext that 
the investigation would 
‘jeopardize CIA operations 
in Mexico. 


In Gray's testimony be- 
fore the committee 


man John L. MeClelan, D- 


ETO STAR 
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Ark., it was for the first 
time revealed that the FBI 
in fact held up its investi- 
gation for two weeks asa 
result of the Walters inter- 
cession. 


This was apparently the 
case even though the agen- 
cy quickly decided against 
cooperation with the White 
House request and, ac- 
cording to both Walters 
and Helms, advised Dean 
on June 26 that no opera- 


tions in Mexico would be 
disturbed by the FBI. 


The FBI investigation 
did not resume until after 
July 6, the day Gray has 
testifie he trie t take his 
misgivings directly to the 
President. July 6 was also 
the day Walters went to 
Gray and exposed as false 
the White House claim 
that CLA operations would 
-be endangered by an FBI 
investigation of the Mexi- 
can bank account. 


NIXON ADMITTED 
Tuesday that he was so 
fearful the public would 
Jearn about covert pro- 
grams of domestic espio- 
nage undertaken by his 
administration since 1969 
that he ordered Haldeman 
and Ehrlichman ‘at the 
outset of the Watergate 
probe “to ensure that the 
FBI would not carry its 
investigation into areas 
that might compromise 
these covert national secu- 
rity activities, or those of 
the CLA." 


Yhere are an public ree- 
ord two other accounts of 
Gray's warning to Nixon: 


ray a = Ore 
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FRI and the CIA for their 
purposes.” 

© A memoranduni by Wal- 
ters describing a conver- 
sation with Gray on July 
12 in which the July 6 
admonition to Nixon was 
discussed. According to 
the Walters version, Nixon 
first raised the question of 
whether Gray “had talked 
to Walters about the 
case.” In reply, Nixon was 
warned that a coverup 
was in progress, that ‘“‘it 
would lead quite high” and 
that “any altempt to in; 


“voive the FBI or the CIA 


in this case would prove a 
mortal wound. ar : 
Nixon and the two spe- 
Cial White House counsel 
who helped present the 
Tuesday statement, Leon- 
ard Garment and J. Fred 
Buzhardt, were aware of 
both these accounts before 
the presidential version of 
the Gray conversation was 

minde public. 
ER Gray 


THE LARLI 


* testimony to Senate inves- 


about how this order was 


being curricd out: 

& Widespread reports nec 
ly two weeks ago tinat 
Gray on May 14, in a 
lencihy evening session, 
told invstigators for the 

special Senate Watergate 
committee that he warned 
Nixon in a telephone con- 


“people around you are 


misusing or abusing the 


tigators was widely re- 
ported May 12, a full 10 
days before the presiden- 
tial statement was un- 
veiled. 

‘The Walters version was 
on of 11 memoranda of 
conversations between the 
CIA deputy and White 
JIouse aides during the 
post-Watergate coverup 
effort. All 11 of these 
memos were in the hands. 
of Buzuardt at the White 
House on Thursday when 
Sen.Stuart Syminston, D- 
Mo., conducting a sepa- 
rate investigation of the 
CIA relation to Watergate, 
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- 4CLA Officials Say’'That Ni con Did NotAsk 


Thet Agency Hada Watergate Role 


ction os : Lan OR ee a me rene etn mene name er 


Py 
HE, | 
hor crat of Arkansas. 'President’s wish that you go 


( ; “The gererat told us_ thatito see Mr. Gray.” 
AW PURE ] ae the President did not talk toj Not i ne 
Vidal Vi 4i) him about possible C.I.A. in- a SHITE LN OW: 

i volvement,” the Senator said; While not denying that he 
later, “He did tell us, however,iWrote that memorandum to 
that the President had ealteg himselshouly is us widen 

“esi : id He ¥ im about another matter shor !¥vg on June 23, General Walters 
; President Had Said He Was ie afler his return from indicated in testimony to sev- 
Advised of Possibility of Moscow, hut it had nothing/eral Congressional committees 


rene es 


“before a Senate ApproprialichS!_—caid that at one point Mr. 
. HEL AN subcommittee headed by Sena: paldeman had: turned to the 
\ j {h; 


i) tor John L. McClellan, Demo-i general and. said, “It is the 


aA 


7 to do with Watergate.” this weck that he was not sure 

Involvement hy C.I.A. . Mr. Nixon visited Moscow in/Mr. Haldeman made any such 

; , | May of last year several weeks/Statement invoking the Presi- 
Sa : | before the Watergate break-in. dent’s name. 


eq . ene Mr. Helms, questioned earlier 
Karlier Testimony Recalled pic Week by the Senate For-: 


A ae ne General Walters, in a nut- ejen Relations Committee, said 
WASHINGTON, May 23" ber of other appearances be- that he did not recall hearing 
Key officials of the Central In-: fore Congressional committees the President's name mentioned; 
telligence Agency say that Pres- jn the last two weeks, detailed quyine that White House mect: 
ident Nixon apparently made alleged efforts by. three top ing. oa 


By MARJORIE HUNTER 


no ¢cffort to inquire directly if: White House aides — H. Ro Fy . ; 
Pairs viens : Aves ahs Towever, Mr. Helms said : 
* the Watergate break-in in-| }falderan, John.D. Ehrlichman gyat it did “Strike moss odd” 
volved covert C.LA. operations.| and John W. Dean 3d -- t ae eat : 


° that Mr. Haldeman had passed 


L~° Lieut. Gen, Vernon A. Wal- involve the C.LA. in covering over him by reauesting his 


ters, deputy director of the wp the Watergate affair. ae . a 
xh agency at the time of the Ppoth the general and Mr. eae RSs Coe ee 
a break-in, told a Senate sub- Helms said that the White patting the F.B.L. inquiry 
; committee today that the Presi- House overtures had been re yyy? proims eee “testified 

dent had not asked him if the jected. that , wid at that weenie 

agency was involved in the “ General Walters was named joar one did not believe. any 

“Watergate. ideputy CLA. director by Mr. CI RR enpacts, Gul be jcop- 

c- Richard Helms, director of Nixon late last spring. Tie had ardized i convindation- of the 
the agency at ihe time of the served as official interpreter on yp ¥ investication. 

Watergate break-in last June 17 foreign trips made by Mr. “hat Hating was relieved gs 

also told a Senate committee Nixon as Vice President in the 4.7 i oie Chk ace: 

earlier this week that he had nineteen fifties. ant Me a . arene 
no conversation halla Mr. According to the generals tran. and named Ambe | 

Nixon during that period, earlier testimony, efforts of the} 2 Sixtiece 4 ae 

President Nixon, in his slate- three White House aides to in-j, General Ba eer 
ment issued yesterday, said volve the CLA. in the Water- er ae ; ° Rte 
that within a few days after gate cover-up had centered One ove,” fe he Siecle 

the break-in, “I was advised. him, not on his superior, Mi ead ate by. piscine hee a 

: paying their 


that there was a possibility of! Helms, ts by P 
CIA. involvement in some} He told of being called toithe payroll and 


” eeu ee bail”, He. <Saids athat: he: had 
way. | ; : Pie ke tae j 
; : fai ithe White House, along withrrejected that, too. 
Adviser b ot Identified iMy. HHelras, six days afler the! Meanwhile, James R. Schle- 
The  President’s statement | Watergate break-in and told by:singer, now director of the 
then continued: ‘Mr. Haldeman and Mr. Ehrlich-.C.LA., said today that President 


“It did scem to me possibley man that the “Watergate inci-; Nixon had never talked Lo him| 
that, becavse of the involve-ident was causing trouble andabout any effort to involve 
ment of former C. I. A. per-}was being exploited by the op-;the agency in the Watergate 
ssomne], and because of some position.” jcase. ; 
of their apparent associations,| General Walters testified! Mr. Schlesinger, who was 
the investigation could leadjihat he had been told tliat “it! nominated recently by Hr. } 
fo the uncovering of covert} had been decided at the White! Nixon to be Secretary of De- 
C.LA. operations totally wn jllouse” that he go to L, Patrick! tense, also denied today that 
related to the Watergate break-!Gray 3d, then acting director, he had ever been asked to 
in" of the Federal Bureau of Inves-| testify faisely that James W, 

In his statement, the Presi-|{isation, to try to persuade him! McCord Jr, 4 defendant in the 
dent did not say who had “ad-ito halt an F.BI. investigation! Watergate break-in case, had 
vised”? him of the possibility of Of Nixon campaign funds! been returned to the CLA, 
CLA, involvement. “Isundered” throush a Mexicot payroll to conduct the burglary. 

General Walters’s comments City bank. sean ears 
on not having been aseed by, A “raernorandum of conver- 
the Presilent about the sation” writen by General 
agency's involvement cane in. Walters following Chat mecling 
answer fo & question orate ite disclosed earlier this) 
during his appeatance today. week by Congressiou big: Lees] 
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Ne, Nixon’s 


“In his long statement on Watergate 


wr 


‘released yesterday, President Nixon 


assures us that he had no prior knowl- 
edge of the bugging operation, that he 
took no part in—and indeed was una- 
.ware of—any cover up, that he neither 
authorized nor knew of any offer of 
executive clemency to the conspira- 
tors, that he did not know until his own 


JAnvestigation revealed it of any effort 


to fund the Watergate defendants or to 
‘break into the office of Daniel 
‘Elisberg's psychiatrist, that at no 


- time did he attempt-—nor did he au- 


oc 
‘ , 


thorize others to attempt — to impli- 
‘cate the Central Intelligence Agency, 
and that he neither authorized nor 
encouraged his subordinates to en- 
gage in illegal or improper campaign 
tactics: 

Mr. Nixon would have us believe 
that, in actions he may have taken as 
regards Watergate, he was motivated 
by nothing but concern for the nation- 


‘al security. 
It may be so. But there are a few 


23 MAY 1973 


gent 
Explanation - 
“associates and motives.’’ They 
traced down other national security 
leaks, including one having to do with 
the SALT talks. They were engaged in 
“compiling an accurate record of 
events related to the Vietnam War,” 
which presumably is why they were 
rummaging through the State 
Department’s files (no mention of 
forgeing telegrams, of course). For all’ 
this effort, it is difficult to sce how The 
Plumbers could become privy to many 
legitimate state secrets. , 
Comes now the burglary and bug- 
ging of Democratic National Commit- 
tee headquarters, ‘‘a complete 
surprise’ to Mr. Nixon. His initial 
reaction is that the guilty should be 
brought to justice, but within a few 
days he is “‘advised”’ that there is ‘‘a 
possibility of CIA involvement.’’ He 
also is stricken with concern ‘‘that the 
Waterpate investigation might well 
lead to an inquiry into the activities of 
the Special Investigations Unit itself.’’ 
When he is worried that the CIA 
may be involved, does Mr. Nixon ask 


« 
[4 
« 


matters which still confuse us and” Richard Helms, then director of the 


upon which we would welcome further 
presidential elucidation. For example, 
Mr. Nixon admits that the White 
VWouse Special Investigations Unit 
(The Plumbers’’) was set up in June, 
1971, with his approval. He describes 
itas “a small group” under. John Ehr- 
lichman, consisting of Epil Krogh, 
David Young, I. Howard Hunt and G. 
Gordon Liddy, a unit known dnly to ‘‘a 
very few persons at the White House.” 
’ Mr. Nixon says the task of The 
| Plumbers was two-fold: to stop securi- 
‘ty leaks and to ‘investigate other sen- 
‘sitive security matters.’’?’ We can un- 
derstand the group’s first function. 
:But we find it a trifle hard to under- 
‘stand that, witha huge federal intelli- 
_ gence establishment at his beck and 
call, Mr. Nixon felt compelled to turn 
.to this small group of buccaneers to 
undertake tasks of grave national se- 
curity. Was the FBI really that 
useless? Could no one in the Sceret 

Service be trusted? What about the 
National Security Apency, the CIA, 
the Department of Justice, the Treas- 
cury, the Defense Department? What 
qualities had Hunt and Liddy that 
were lacking in these preat depart- 
ments and apencies? 

‘What were these “sensitive security 
matters’ to which The Plumbers de- 
voted themselves? Well, before their 
work ‘tapered off around the end of 
1971,"' they investigated Ellsberg’s 


agency, if this is the case? He does 
rot. He instructs Haldeman and Ehr- 
lichinan to see that Acting FBI Direc- 
tor L. Patrick Gray and the Deputy 

IA director, General Vernon Wal- 
ters, ‘‘coordinate’’ their activities so’ 
that nobody’s covert operations are 
exposed. Why was Helms by-passed 
and then shipped off to Iran? We'd like 
to know. And when Walters told’ Gray 
that CIA had no operation which could 

‘be comproinised by the FBI's investi- 
gation (in Mexico in this instance) and 
Gray told Mr. Nixon that on July 6, did 
not the President smell at least a 
small laundered mouse? 

And why was Mr. Nixon so con- 
cerned about the inquiry dJeading to 
The Plumbers? National security mat- 
ters, so he says. And, that presuma- 
bly, is why he told Assistant Attorney 
General Petersen to treat his investi- 
pation of Watergate virtually as if it 
were only a common case of breaking 
and entering, and “to stay out of na- 
tional security matters."’ But could the 
President net have realized that, no 
matter how pure his motives, instruc- 
tions of that nature to Petersen could 
only result in so severely Jimiting the 
investigation as to make it virtually 
worthless? For by his own definition, 
anything and everything a White 
House-based group like The Plumbers 
did could have a national security 
construction placed on it.- : 

; See ae 


ste : 
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Mr. Nixon declares 1n nis statement 
that “‘it is not my intention to place a 
national security ‘cover’ on Water- 
gate.’’ We are relieved to hear that, 
because a close reading of his state- 
ment could lead someone who had not 
totally suspended his critical faculties 
to believe that that is precisely what 
Mr. Nixon is trying to do. We are 
equally relieved to hear that 
“executive privilege will not be in- 
voked as to any testimony concerning 
possible criminal conduct or discus- 
sions of possible criminal conduct”’ 
when men like Haldeman, Ehrlichman 
and former attorney general John 
Mitchell testify under oath, and we 
trust that this will be the case con, 
cerning their conversations with the 
President. 

In concluding his statement, Mr. 
Nixon declares that ‘‘as more informa- 
tion is developed, I have no doubt that 
more questions will be raised.’’ In our 
view, Mr. Nixon’s statement itself 
raises so many questions and provides 
so few credible answers that we are 
sure that he will scon once again find 
time from “his larger duties’? to in- 
form our doubts and dispel our fears. -_ 
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Washington, May 22 (NEWS 
ar day that Watergate conspir 
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gone te 


Was Warned it f 


By JOSEPH VOLZ 


‘Pie nfl 
SGT 


“oa 


S Burean) —Sen. Stuart Symington (D-Mo.) said to- 
ator James W. McCord Jr. apparently had warned Central 


Intelligence Agency officials as early as July that they might be blamed for the Water, 


gate seandal. 

/ Symington said he had given 
seven sets of notes 
that “could Lave a potential im- 
pact on the Watergate fase” to 
the Senate Watergate committee 
and federal prosecutors, 


“Jim,” the senator said. “The 


and letters | other notes and letters are anony- 


mous, Nevertheless, we are in- 
formed that there is some reason 
to believe that these letters were 


Symington, a member of the !sent by Mr. McCord, the former 


Senate Armed Services Conmit- 
tee, said he had received the Jet- 
ters, written between July 1972 
and January, from high CIA of- 
age 


“The first letter jis signed 


CIA employe who kas been con- 
Victed ja the Watergate case.” 
Symington said the “subject of 
the notes and letters is a concern 
(that) there were attempts, fol- 


to blame the CIA for the Water- 
gate bugging Incident.” 

Also today, Senate Majority 
Leader Mike Manstield 
Mont.) said he was “very much 
concerned” about allegations that | 
the White House had tried to in- ! 
volve the CIA in the Watergate 
scandal. He said he might intro- ! 
duce a bill that would create a 
congresstonal intelligence-watch- 
dog committee. 

Mansfield said the committe 


lowing the W alergate burglary, |could be “a place where the CIA 


| C (A OZ W A vers Veanow 
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fcould come if it got into diffi- 
| culties.” 

Two attempts to create. atich a 
i joint committee failed in the Sen- 
ate after the administration ob- 
‘jected strongly. 

Mansfield’s expression of con- 
cern followed release yesterday 
of a CIA memo that had been 
written by Lt. Gen. Vernon A. 
Walters, the agency’s deputy 
| director. According to the memo, 
former White House chief of 
istarf H.R. (Boh) Haldeman, had 
said it was “the President's wish” 
for the CIA to discourage an FBI 


probe into certain aspects of the 
Watergate affair. 


Approved For Release 2005/07/01 : CIA-RDP91-00901R000700100005-8 


é 


cr 


° 


Special to The New York Times 
WASHINGTON, May 22— 
Following is a statement by 
President Nixon today on the 
Watergate case as released 


by the White House: 


’ Allegations surrounding the 
Watergate affair have so 
escalated that I feel a further 
statement front the President 
is required at this time. 

A climate of sensationalism 
has developed in which even 
second. or third-hand hearsay 
charges are headlined as fact 
and repeated as fact. 

Important national security 
operations which themselves 


had no connection with Wa- © 


tergate have become 
tangled in the case. 
As a result, some national 


en- 


security information has al- 


ready been made public 
through court orders, through 
the subpoenaing of docu- 
ments and through testimony 
witnesses have given in judi- 


“cial and Congressional pro- 


cecdings. Other sensitive doc- 
uments are now threatened 


‘with disclosure; continued 
silence about those opera- 
tions «would compromise 


rather than protect them, and 
would also serve to perpetu- 
ate a grossly distorted view 
—which recent partial dis- 
closures have siven—of the 
nature and purpose of those 
operations, 


Threcfold Purpose 


The purpose of this state- 
ment is threefold: 

-—-First, to set forth the 
facts about my awn relation- 
aD to the Watergate mat- 
ere 


—Second, to place in some | 


perspective some of the more 
sensational—and inaccurate 
—of the charges that have 
filled the headlines in recent 
days, and also some of the 
matters thal are currently 
being discussed in Senate 
testimony and clsewnere. 

—Third, to draw the dis- 
tinction between national se- 
curity operations and the 
Watergate case. To put the 
other matters in perspective, 
it will be necessary to 
describe the national security 
operations first. 

In citing these national se- 
curity matters it is not my 
intention to place a national 
security “cover” on Water- 
fate, bul rather to sepgrate 
them oul from WaterpAd 
and at the same time to ex- 


plain the context in which 
certain actions took place 
that were later misconstrued 
or misused, 

Long before the Watergate 
break-in, three important na- 
tional security operations 
took place which have suhse- 
quently become entangled in 
the Watergate case, 


Three Opcrations Involved 


—The’ first operation, be- 
gun In 1969, was a program 
of wiretaps, All were !egal, 


, under the authorities then 


existing. They were under- 
taken to find and stop seri- 
ous national security leaks. 
—The second operation 
was a reassessment, which I 
ordered in 1970, of the ade- 
quacy of internal sccurity 


_ measures. This resulted in a 


1 


plan and-aé_ directive to 
Strengthen our intelligence 
operations. They were pro- 


: tested by Mr. Hoover, and as 


a result of his protest they 


: were not put into effect. 


—The third operation was 
the establishment, in 1971, of 
a special investigations unit 


‘ in the White House. lts pri- 


pprove, 


mary mission was to plug 
leaks of vital security infor- 
mation. I also directed this 
group to prepare an accurate 
history of certain crucial na- 
tional security matters which 
occurred under prior Admin- 


istrations, on which the Gov- 


ernment’s records were in- 
complete. \ 

Here is the background of 
these three security opera- 
tions initiated by my Admin- 
istration. 

By mid-1969, my Adminis- 
tration had begun a number 

of highly sensitive foreign 
policy initiatives. They were 
aimed at ending the war in 
Victnam, achieving a settle- 
ment in the Middle East, li- 
miting nuclear arms, and es- 
tablishing new relationships 
among the great powers. 
These involved highly secret 
diplomacy. They were close- 
Jy interrelated. Leaks of se- 


cret information about any 
one coutd endanger all. 

Exactly that happened. 
News accounts appeared in 
1969, which were obviously 
based on leaks—~some of 
them extensive and detailed 
—by people having access to 
the most highly classified se- 
curity materials. 

There was no Way lo car- 


could be prevented. This re- 
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quired finding the source of 
the leaks, ; 
In order to do this, a spe- 
cial program of wiretaps was 
instituted in mid-1969 and 
terminated in February, 1971. 
Fewer than 20 taps, of vary- 
ing duration, were involved. 
They produced important 
leads that made it possible to 
tighten the security of highly 
sensitivé materials. ; 
I authorized this entire 
program. Each individual tap 
was undertaken in accord- 
ance with procedures legal at 
the time and in accord with 
long-standing precedent. 


Subjects of Wiretaps 


The persons who were sub- 
ject to these wirettaps were 
determined through coordina- 
tion among the director of 
the F.B.I. my assistant for 
national security affairs, and 
the Attorney General. Those 
wiretapped were selected on 
the basis of access to the in- 
formation leaked, material in 
security files, and evidence 
that developed as the inquiry 
proceeded. . ; 

Information thus obtained 
was made available to senwr 
officials responsible for na- 
tional security matters m 
order vo curtail further leaks. 


- The 1970 Intelligence Plan 


In the spring and summer 
of 1970, another security 
problem reached critical pro- 
portions. In March a wave 
of bombings and explosions 
struck college campuses and 
cities. There were 400 bomb 
threats in one 24-hour period 


‘in New York City. Rioting 


and ciolence on college can- 
puses reached a new peak 
after the Cambodian opera- 


tion and the tragedies at 
Kent State and Jackson 
State. ‘The 1969-70 school 


vear brought nearly 1,800 
campus demonstrations, and 
nearly 250 cases of arson on 
campus. Many — calleges 
closed. Gun battles between 
guerrilla-style groups and 
police were taking. place, 
Some of the disruptive ac- 
tivities were receiving for- 
eign support. 

‘Complicating the task of 
maintenance securily was the 
fact that. in 1966, certain 
types of undercover FBI. 
operating that had been con- 
ducted for many vears had 
heen stispended. This also 
had substantially impaired 
our ability: lo collect foreign 
intelligence information, At 
the same time, the relation- 


had been deterioriating. By 
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May, 1970, F.B.I. Director 
Hoover shut off this agency’s 


liasion with the C.I.A, alto- | 


gether. 
Meets With Officials 


On June 5, 1970, I met 
with the director of the F.B.I. 
(Mr. Hoover), the director of 
the Central Intelligence , 
Agency (Mr. Richard Helms), 
the director of the Defense 
Intelligence (Gen. Donald V. 
Bennett) and the diretcor of 
the National Security Agency 
(Adm. Noel Gayler). We dis- 
cussed the urgent need for 
better inteligence operations. 
I appointed Director Hoover 
as chairman of an_ inter- 
agency committee to prepare, 
recomniendations, 

On June 25, the committec- 
submitted a report which in- 
cluded specific options for 

expanded intelligence opera- | 
tions, and on July 23 the 
agencies were notified by 
memorandum of the options . 
approved. After reconsidera- 


‘tion, however, prompted by 
‘the opposition of Director 


Hoover, the agencies were 
notified five days later, on 
July 28, that the approval 
had been rescinded. The op- 
tions initially approved had . 
included resumption of cer- 
tain intelligence operations 
which had been suspended in 
1966. These in turn had in- 
cluded authorization for sur- 
reptitious entry — breaking 
and entering, in effect on 
specified categories of targets 
in specified situations related 
to national security. 

Because the approval was 
withdrawn before it had been 
implemented, the net result 
was that the plan for ex- 


panded intelligence activities 


never went into effect. 

this 1970 plan ate extremely 
The documents spelling out 

this 1970 plan are extremely 

sensitive. They include—and 


are based upon—assessments 


of certain foreign intelligence 


capabilities and procedures, 
which of course must remain 
secret, 
plan and related documents 
that John Dean removed from 
the White House and placed 
in a safe deposit box, siving 
the keys to Judge Sirica. The 
same plan, 
being headlined today. 


It was this unused 


sill unused, is 


Coordination among our in- 


telligence agencies continued 
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By BARRY KALB 
Star-News Staff Writer 
President Nixon's state- 

ment of yesterday raises a 

number of questions and 

contains a number of 

points which seem to cin- 
. flict with his earlier re- 
marks on the Watergate 
affair. 

One major question 
grows out of — the 
President’s repeated at- 
tempt to justify initiating 
certain spying and surveil- 
lance activities by saying 
he was acting out of lesiu- 
maté ‘national sccurty” 
concerns. ; 

But, in his April 30 
specch, the President did 
not even hint that national 
security considerations 
had played a part in the 
ever-widening scandal. 

ly was sugrested yester- 
day by White House coun- 
sel leonard Garment, ata 
briefing following the re- 
lease of the statement, 
that the President now 
knows much more than he 
did va April 30. 


SINCE THAT DATE, 
Garment said, ‘fa very 
intensive process of exam- 
ination, discussion, the 
kind of process that goes 
onin the preparation of an 
investigation or a lawsuit, 
has been undertaken 
here...” 

Yet the statement of 
yesterday reveals that 
even before April 39, Nix- 
on knew about most of the 
incidents to which he al- 
~ luded yesterday. A partial 
chronology, derived from 
yesterday’s statement, 
shows: 

1. WITHIN a few days” 
after the June 17 arrests, 
KE. Howard Hunt Jr.'s‘ 
name had been publicly, 
linked to the bupning eper- 
ation,. and Nixon ‘‘was 
alerted to the fact that he 
(Hunt) had previously 
been a member of the Spe- 
cia) Investigations Unit in 
the White Huuse."" 

Nixon revealed yester- 
day that the Special Inves- 
tigations Unit had bgen set 
up with his approvals 
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is the same group which 
later became known as 
“the plumbers.”’ He said 
he directed the proup, 
whose purpose was to plug, 
national security leaks, to 
“find out all it could about 
Mr. (Daniel) Elisbere’s 
associates and his mo- 
tives,’’ Which the Presi- 
dent said he considered an 
item of national secuvity 
interest after Ellsberg 
gave the Pentagon Papers 
to the press. The proup 
eventually led the burgla- 
ry of FElisberg’s 
psychiatrist's office. 

The President 
revealed until yesterday 
that he had personally 
approved the unit and had 
given it instructions re- 
garding Islsberg. 

2, WITHIN the same few 
days following June 17, he 
told his top advisers, HL. R. 


~zHaldeman and John D. 


Elirlichman, to confer 
with top CIA officials “to 
ensure that the investiga- 
tion of the break-in not 
expose cither an unrelated 
covert operation of the 


CIA or the activities of the 
White House investiga- 


‘tions unit.” 


The President never 
revealed until yesterday 
that he had sent the two 
men on this mission, at‘ 
which, according to the 
CJA's deputy director, Lt. 


“Gen. Vernon A. Walters, - 


Haldeman and Ehrlich- 
man asked for CIA aid in 
covering up part of the 


“Watergate case, 


Specifically, Walters. 
said in a May 12 affidavit, . 
the two men asked him to 
warn the FBI off inquiries 
into the ‘“NMenican 
aspects"’ of the Watergate 
case. This is areference to 
the “laundering of some 
Nixon campaign funds 
throuch Mexico, funds lat- 
erconvertedta cash for the 
Committee for the Re- 
election of the President 
by Watergate conspirator 
Jernard L. Barker. 


3, ON JULY 6, Nixon 
telephoned then acting 


ray TT, discussed 


never - 


with me the progress of 
the Watergate investiga- 
tion. . . In the discussion, 
Mr. Gray suggested that 
the matter of the Water- 
gate might lead higher. I 
told him to press ahead 
with his investigation.” 

It was reported earlier 
this month that Gray had 
told stuff members of ths 
Senate Watergate commit- 
tee about this conversa- 
tion. Committee sources 
have reported that Gray 
said he expressed to the 
President concern over 
interference by ‘White 
House aides in the FBI's 
Watergaic investigation. 

While Nixon acknow~ 
ledyed yesterday Gray’s 
sugeestion, in his April 30 


’ speech the. President had 


said: : 
‘As the investigations 
went forward, I repeatecly 


asked those conducting the . 


investigation whether 
there was any reason to 
believe that members of 
my administration were in 
any way involved. I re- 
ceived repeated assur- 
ances that there were not, 
Because of these continu- 


ing rcassurances — be-. 


cause I believed the re- 
ports Iwas petting, be- 
cause I had faith in the 
persons from whom T was 
getting them — I discount- 
ed the stories in the press 
that appeared to imphcate 
members of my adminis- 
tration or other officials of 
the campaign commit- 
tee." 

Yesterday was the first 
time the President spoke 
of the July 6 conversation 
with Gray. 


4. YN YUS April 17 state- 
ment, in which he aec- 
knuwledged that. there 
were “new developments” 
in the Watergate case, the 
President referred to a 
meeting two days carer, 
April 15, with Asst. Atty, 
Gen. Henry KH. Petersen, 
head of the criminal divi- 
sion, at which the new 
developments were dis- 
cussed, 

Jn a memorandum dated 
April 16, Asst. U.S. Atty. 


discovered on Apr 


and had passed the infor- 
mation on to Petersen, 
that Hunt and his cal- 
league in both the special 
unit and the Watergate: 
bugging, G. Gordon Liddy, 
had been involved in the. 
Ielisberg burglary. 

The President, however, 
pives no indication that he 
had been told of the bur- 
gary by Petersen by April 
17. 

Me says that on April 18, 
he learned ‘‘that Mr. 
Ylunt...was to be ques- 
tioned by the U.S. Attor- 


ney,” and that he directed 
Petersen on that date ‘to 
pursue every issuc involv- 
ing Watergate but to con-~ 
fine his investigation to, 
Watergate and related. 
matters and to stay out of 
national security mat- 
ters.'’ Again, no mention 
of the Elisberg burglary. 

On April 25, however, 
Nixon said, Atty. Gen.’ 
Richard G. KRieindienst 
told him that ‘the povern- 
ment had clear evidence 
that Mr. Tfunt was in- 
volved in the break-in of 
the office of the psychia- 
trist who had treated Mr. 
Elisberg.” 


Furthermore, Atty. 
Gen.-designate EHiot 
Richardson yesterday told 
a Sonate’‘comimittce that 
Nixon knew of the break-in 
by late March. 


Tis PRESIDENT, 
then, knew of all these 


“national security’ mat- 
ters by the time of the 
April 30 speech. . 

‘The statement of yester- 
day leaves other questions 
unanswered, The Presi- 
dent repeatedly says that 
he wanted the Watergate 
investigation limited to 
avoid the disclosure of 
“covert CIA operations 
totilly unrelated to the 
Watergate break-in.’ 

What is the nature of 
these covert CIA 
operations? The President 
does not say. 


Kbntinvned 


Qo 


‘ble old spook, 
istand of the Ervin commit- 
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“MARY McGRORY. 
re Pest ‘ 


- WieGord 


By MARY McGRORY 
Star-News Staff Writer 


In an anonymous Ictter 
sent to his only pal in the 
White House in December, 


James McCord wrote pro- ° 


phetically, ‘‘Every tree in 
the forest will fall.” 


When McCord, the amia- 
left the 


tee, he left a ravaged land- 
scape behind him. So grip- 
ping, outlandish and un- 
shakeable ‘had been his 
tales of life in the Nixon 
campaign committee that 
the President at the end of 
the day popped out with a 
statement warning all in- 
vestigators to have a care 
for ‘‘national security.” 


In his accusations about 
the President’s sinister 
grand design to turn the 


_CIA into a cloak for the 


Watergate operation, 
McCord had been corrobo- 
rated by no less a person- 


“age than the agency’s 


deputy director, Lt. Gen 


_*Vernon A. Walters. 


And when McCord final- 
ly wound down, his buddy 
-— a New York cop named 
John J. Caulfield, brought 
into the White House to 
“provide private investi- 
gative support” for God 
knows what other schemes 
— advanced to the witness 

table to corroborate Mc- 
Cord's charges of political 


pressure from the White | 


House to accept executive 
clemency in all details 
save for the mention of the 
President’s name. 


McCORD dropped his 
big bombs last week, but 
he had a few gand pre- 
nades in his final hour. He 
mentioned casually, when 
discussing the deep-laid 
plot for the lay-off of Wa- 
tergate on the CIA that 


U James Schlesinger, the 


short-lived director, now 
Defense secretary-desig- 
nate, ‘‘would fo alonp.”’ 
Nobody took hina upon it, 


By now everyone is 
wary. Pull off a splinter on 
Waters: ate and a wall falls” 
in. 


Lireate S 


Point of View 


only question that anyone 
dared put to McCord after 
the spate of specifics had 
flooded a million living 
rooms across the nation. 
Why hadn't he sung 
sooner? 


Obviously, burglary had 
not bothered him. He had 
made a formal act of con- 
trition, but 19 years in the 
agency had coarsened his 
conscience sufficiently to 
don the blue surgical 
gloves —- and besides he 


had the blessing of the 
then attorney general. 


AND SURELY although 
a pleasant man in other 
respects, he was at one 
with his leaders about the 
perilous state of the rep- 
bulic, menaced as it was 
by enem ties from within. 
He gave the usual litany of 
bombings and threats, 
glided over the the chilling 
information that the Mc- 
Govern people had a “a 
pipeline’ in CREEP, and 
as the clincher, cited the 
report that the Vietnarn 
Veterans Against the War 
had an cffice in the emo- 
cratic National Commit- 
tee. 


The VVAW, a touching 
band numbering a thou- 
sand at full strength, 
staged a pathetic demon- 
stration on the Mall in 1970 
and gave the Republican 
National Convention in 
Miami its only honest 
moment when they 
marched in total silence to 
the Fountaimb2au. 

It was actually after the 
break-in that McCord 
learned of their firebase at 
‘the Watergate, which 
makes the break-in 
history’s first pre-emptive 
or perhaps retroactive 
protective reaction raid. 

What then, had impelled 


him finally to raise his. 


voice and blast the forests 
of Richard Nixon? Well, 
‘two things, it seems. One 
was that it was not done in 
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the style of the CIA, the 
agency he loves. 


HE TOLD his friend, 
_ Jack Caulfield, that in the 
CIA the rule, if caught, 
was for everyone to go 
together, While he was 
meeting Caulfield on the 
second overlook of George 
Washington Parkway Jeb 
Stuart Magruder who he 
says knew all about it, was 
feasting with his family 
and acting as master of 
the inaugural revels. 

He left the impression 
that he might have swal- 
lowed his sentence as he 
would have swallowed a 
death pill on a foreign 
mission, had the conspira- 


cy taken the group rate to 


the slammer. 

He waited until Judge 
John H. Sirica, after ‘‘a 
sham trial,’’ had urged. 
them all. to come forward 
and tell all they knew. The 
Senate committee had 
provided the only forum 
where McCord could tell 
all his secrets, 

On the only occasion his 
light voice rose end his 
tired face turned dark 
with emotion, McCord 
said, “I am fully con- 
vinced this was the right 
decision.’” 


CAULFIELD, a dis- 
traught, pop-oyed, bumpy- 
nosed upwardly mobile 
Brnx native, carne on aft- 
erwards and suid that 99 
and 44/109 pereent of what 

icCord hed svilled was 
true. Caulfield was anoth- 
er interesting case. A man 
caten alive by ambition, 
he was ever on the watch 
for advancement in admin- 
istration espionage circles 
and his ego was wourded 
by John Mitchell who 
treated him as “only a 
bodyguards.” 

Caulfield slichtly laun- 
dered McCord’s version of 
what he had told him dur- 
ing one of their renezvous: 
RicCord said Caulfield 
arned him, “You hnow if 
the adniinistration gets its 
back to Ene wall it will 
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have to take steps to de- 
fend itself.” 


Caulfield scrubbed it up 
a bit to read: “Jim, Ihave. 
worked with these people 
and I know them to be as 
tough-minded as you and 
itself.”” 

Caulfield scrubbed it up 
a bit to read: mim, I have 
worked with these people 
and 1 know them to be as 
tough-mindeda as you and 
I. vp 

They weren’t saints, ei- 
ther of them, but they are 
believable. And Richard 
Nixon is in the hands of 
people like McCord and 
Caulfield, because that is 
where he has put himself. 
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busky, phlepmutic minori- 
ty counsel asked about the 


ame 


‘By BARRY KALB 
"Star-News Staff Writer 


’ 

+. President Nixon's state- 
‘ment of yesterday raises a 
number of questions and 
contains a number of 
points which scem to con- 
flict with his earlier re- 
marks on the Watergate 
‘affair. 

One major question 
‘grows out of the 
“President's repeated at- 
‘tempt to justify initiating 
‘certain spying and surveil- 
-lance activitics by saying 
“he was acting: out of legiti- 
‘mate ‘national security” 
‘concerns. 

But, in’ his April 30 


uspeech, the President did 


“not‘even hint that national 


“security considerations 


had played a part in the 
-ever-widening scandal. 

. It was suggested yester- 
-day by White House coun- 
Sel Leonard Garment, at a 
briefing following the re- 
lease of the statement, 
that the President now 
-knows much more than he 
_ did on April 39. 


« SINCE THAT DATE 
.Garment said, ‘‘a very 
‘intensive pracess of exam- 
‘ination, discussion, the 
-kind of process that goes 
.on in the preparation of an 
investigation or a lawsuit, 
‘has been undertaken 
where...” 

Yet the statement of. 
“yesterday reveals that 


WASHINGTON STAR 


whose purpose was to plug 
national security leaks, to 
“find out all it could about 
Mr. (Danicl) Ellsberg’s 
associates and his mo- 
tives,’’ which the Presi- 
dent said he considered au 
item of national security 
interest after Ellsberg 


© gave the Pentagon Papers 


to the press. The group 


eventually led yhe burgla- : 


ry of Ellsberg’s 
psychiatrist’s office. 

The President never 
revealed until yesterday 
that he had personally 
approved the unit and had 
given it instructions re- 
garding Elisberg, 


2. WITHIN the same few 
days following June 17, he 
told his top advisers, H. R. 
Haldeman and John D. 
Ehrlichman, to confer 
with top CIA officials ‘to 
ensure that the investiga- 
tion of the break-in not 
expose cither an unrelated 
covert operation of the 
CIA or the activities of the 
White House TEN eS Hae 
tions unit.’’ 

The President never 
revealed until yesterday 
that he had sent the two 
men on this mission, at 
which, according to the 
CIA's deputy director, Lt. 
Gen. Vernon A. Walters, 


even before April 30, Nix-Haldeman and Ehrlich- 


“on knew about most of the 
incidents to which he al- 
luded yesterday. A partial 
‘chronology, derived from 
“yesterday's statement, 
shows: 


1. “WITHIN a few days’ 
after the June 17 arrests, 
E. Howard JIunt Jr.’s 


‘name had been publicly 


linked to the bugging oper- 
ation, and Nixon ‘‘was 
alerted to the fact that he 
(iurt) had previously 
been a member of the Spe- 
cial Investivations Unit in 


the White House.” 


Nixon revealed yester- 
day that the Special Inves- 
tigation Unit lind been set 
up with his approval, and 
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later became known as 
‘the plumbers.” He said 
he directed the prroup, 


man asked for CIA aid in 
covering up part of the 
Watergate case. 
Specifically, Walters 
said in a May 12 affidavit, 
the two men asked him to 
warn the FBI off inquiries 
into the “Mexican 
aspects” of the Watergatc 
case, This is a reference to 
the “laundering”? of some 
Nixon campaign funds 
through Mexico, funds lat- 
er convered to cash for the 
Committee for the Re- 
clection of the President 
by Watergate conspirator 
Bernard L. Barker. 


3. ON JULY 6, Nixon 
{telephoned then acting 
FBI director L.-Patrick 
Gray HI, who “discussed 


the Waterpate investipa- 
tien... Inthe discussion, 
Kir. Grav surrpest)ed thet 


Eg 
1h Paes 


i id a cS 


the matter of the Water- 
gate might lead higher. I 


told him to press ahead: 


with his investigation.” 

It was reported earlier 
this month that Gray had 
told staff members of the 
Senate Watergate commit- 
tee about this conversa- 
tion. Committee sources 
have reported that Gray 
said he expressed to the 
President concern over 
interference by White 
House aides in the FBI's 
Watergate investigation. 

While Nixon adknow- 
ledged yesterday Gray’s 
suggestion, in his April 30 
speech the President had 
said: 

‘As the investigations 


went forward, I repeatedly. 


asked those conducting the 
investigation whether 
there was. any reason to 
believe that members of 
my administration were in 
any way involved. I re- 
ccived repeated assur- 
ances that there were not. 
Because of these continu- 
ing reassurances -~ be- 
cause I believed the re- 
ports I was getting, be- 
cause I had faith in the 


_persons from whom I was 


petting them — I discount- 
ed the storics in the press 
that appeared to implicate 
members of my adiminis- 
tration or other officials of 
the camwaign commit- 
tee.” ; 

Yesterday was the first 
time the President spoke 
of the July 6 conversation 
with Gray. 


4. IN WHS April 17 state- 
ment, in which he ac- 
knowledged that there 
were “new developments’ 
in the Waterpate case, the 
President referred to a 
mneeting two days earlier, 
April 15, with Asst. Atty. 
Gen, Henry EE. Petersen, 
head of the criminal divi- 
sion, at which the new 
developments were dis- 
cussed. : 

Tn a memorandum dated 
April 16, Asst. ULS. Atty. 

Karl J. Silbert said he had 
discovered on April 1S, 


mation on to Petersen, 
that Tlunt and his col- 
lena in both the speciol 


unit and the Watergate 
bugging, G. Gordon Liddy, 
had been involved in the 
Ellsberg burglary. 

The President, however, 
gives no indication that he 
had been told of the bur- 
glary by Petersen by April 
17. 

He says that on April 18, 
he learned ‘‘that Mr. 
IIunt...was to be ques- 
tioned by the U.S. Attor- 
ney,’ and that he directed 
Petersen on that date ‘!to 
pursue every issue involv- 
ing Watergate but to con- 


.fine his investigation to: 


Watergate and related 
matters and to stay out of 
national seucrity mat- 
ters.’’ Again, no mention 
of the Ellsberg burglary. 


On April 25, however, 
Nixon said, Atty. Gen. 
Richard G. Kleindicnst 


told him that ‘‘the govern- 
ment had clear evidence 
that Mr. Hunt was in- 
volved in the break-in of 
the office of the psychia- 
trist who had treated Mr. 
Elisberg.”’ 


THY PRESIDENT, 
then, knew of all these 
“national security’ rnat- 
ters by the time of the 
April 30 speech. 

The statement of yester- 
day Icaves other questions 
unanswered. The Presi- 
dent repeatedly says that 
he wanted the Watergate 
investigation limited to 
avoid the disclosure of 
‘covert CIA operations 
totally unrelated to the 
Waterpate break-in.” 

What is the nature of 
these covert CIA 
operations? The President 
does not say. 


At the bricfing following 
the release of the state- 
ment yesterday, a report- 
er asked White House 
press secretary Ronald L. 
Ziepler a question arising 
out of the statement as a 
whole. 


“Doesn't the  state- 
ment,” the reporter asked, 
“amount to the fact that 
he (the President) ac- 


quicsced in an alleped. 


cover-up of Watergate in 
order to protect the wire- 
taps (placed on certain 


0090: RODGTOOTDO NOEs and 


newsiicn in 1969), the spe- 


UL, 


C Nixon Tells. 


ote 


Were 
‘deeply and personally in 
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Of Forming 
Seeret Unit 


By Laurence Stern 
Washington Post Staff Writer 


In his Watergate state- 


‘ment of disclaimer yester- 


day, President Nixon ac- 
knowledged that he was 
the author of the secret 
security operations that 
to entangle him 


the scandal. 

His main caveat was that 
he neither knew of nor au- 
thorized any illegal acts. 

But the President admit- 
ted that he established—on 
grounds of national securi- 
ty—the White House-based 
covert machinery that be- 
came heavily implicated in 
political espionage and 
illegal fund-raising opera- 
tions in hiis 1972 re-election 
campaign. 

His statement alluded to 


. serious disarray within the 


American intelligence com- 
munity. in 1970 and 1971. It 
spoke of heretofore-unknown 
agencies within the intelli- 
ence burcaueracy. It pro- 
vided the first authoritative 
confirmation of what was in 
the safe of John W. Dean III, 
the man he fired as White. 
House counsel, 

But most important was 
the serics of admissions that 
he personilly chartered each 
of what he described as the 
“national security  opera- 
tions” that were to become 
entangled in Watergate. 


These were the admis- 
sions: 
© In 1969 the President 


ordered a special program 
of wiretaps numbering “few- 
er than 20° to plug news 
leaks of major international 
nevotiations, including the 
nuclear arms talks. He said 
the taps “produced impor: 
tant leads that made it pos: 
sible ta tighten the security 
of highly sensitive mate- 
rials.” 

National security adviser 
Henry Kissinser is) known 
to have said that the taps 
‘produced no evidenee that 


National Security “Council 
‘member, ‘ 

The State Department said 
yesterday that the results 
of the taps were never made 
available to Secretary of 
State William P. Rogers, 

® In June, 1970, the Pres- 
ident called a meeting of 
intelligence community lead- 
ers that resulted in a plan 
for expanded domestic in- 
telligence operations. The 
group working under his 
authority approved, among 
other measures, breaking 


‘and entering the premises 


of suspected national secur- 
ity violators. The plan was 
vetoed on July 28, 1970, a 
month after it was = ap- 
proved, because of the op- 
position of FBT Director J. 
Iedgar Hoover. The pian was 
never. implemented. 

Yet this was the intelli- 
gence blueprint, the Presi- 
dent said, that Dean remov- 
ed from the White House 
and placed in a safe deposit 
box under the controt of 
Judge John J, Sirica, Copies 
also have been turned over 
to the Senate Armed Serv- 
ices Committee and the 
Senate Watergate Commit- 
tee. “The same plan,” the 
President said, “is being 
headlined today.” 

© In December, 1970 a 
new interagency group, the 
InteHigence Evaluation 
Comiunittee, was ereated un- 
der presidential authority 
for expanded domestic intel- 
lisence evaiuation, It was 
composed of representatives 


of the White House, CIA, 
FBI, National Security 


“Agoney, Departments of Jus- 
lice, Treasury and Defense 
and the Seceet Service. 

One of the reasons for its 
establishment, the President 
suevested, was that by July, 
11970, Hoover had “ended the 
FBI's normal liaison with all 
other agencies except the 
White House.” 

He revealed 
that the anerations «ef thas 
committee are tow under 
investisation, @ daer Chai has 
never before been acknowl- 
edged officially. “Hf it: went 


vosierday 
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Pentazon Papers, hd 
proved the ereation of the 
White House Special In- 
vestigations Unit. the group 
that became known as “the 
plumbers,” to stop national 
security leaks. Watergate 
conspirators E. Howard Hunt 
and G. Gordon Liddy were 
assigned to the plumbers 
team. 

The President said he per- 
sonally chartered the invest- 
igation of Pentayon Papers 
defendant Daniel Ellsberg. 
He said he impressed upon 
Egil Krogh, the unit’s chief, 
the “vital importance” of 
the Ellsberg assisnment but 
that he did not authorize 


the use of illegal means to- 


achieve that goal. Krozh has 
admitted that he approved 
the burglary in September 
1971 of Elisberg’s psychia- 
tristU’s office, 

¢ The President said he 
personally assigned “the 


compiling “an accurate rec- 
ord” of the Vietnam war. 


As an outgrowth of this en- 


lerprise, Watergate conspira- 
tor Hunt acknowledged that 
he fabricated cables design- 
ed to directly implicate the 
late President Kennedy in 
the assassination of South 
Vietnamese President Ngo 
Dinh Diem. 

Members of the “plumb- 
ers” unit eventually — be. 
came instruments for polit: 
ical sabolage operations in 
the President’s 1972 re-elee. 
tion campaign— specitically 
the Watergate break-in. 

*The President acknowl. 
edged that he personally di- 
rected Haldeman and. Ehr- 
lichman to make sure that 
the Watergate investigation 
did not infringe on covert 
eopcrations of the CLA or the 
White House “plumbers.” 
‘Deputy CLA Director Gen. 
Vernon A, Walters recently 
testified that the two White 
Jiouse aides asked him to 


beyond its charter and did, 


Cheave in any itesgal activi- 
ties.” the President said, Sit 
was totally without) my 
knowledge or authority,” 

In dune, t97l, a week 
cater publication of the 


call off an investigation into 
Watergate funds channeled 
through Mexico. Haldeman 
said “it was the President’s 
wish” that Walters telt FBI 
Director L. Patrick Gray TII 
the Mexican inquiry would 
foul CIA covert operations, 
The CIA refused to comply. 

* President Nixon admit- 
ted that in a conversation 
with Gray on July 6, 1972 he 
discussed the acting FBI di- 
rector’s contacts with the 
CIA. He acknowledged his 
awareness of Walters’ refus- 
al to go along with the plan. 

Walters, in testimony to 
the Senate Armed Services 
Committee and a federal 
grand jury, said Gray called 
hinl on the same date and 
told kim that the FBT could 
not call off its investigation 
in Mexico without a letter 
from the CIA. saying: it 
would endanger covert acti- 


v ; vities of the agency there,. ° 
plumbers” unit the task of « 


tetvospectively, the Presi- 
dent commented yesterday 
that “it now seems that later 
. there were apparently 
wide-ranging efforts to Umit 
the investigation or to con- 
cecal the possible 
ment of members of the ad- 
mivistration and the ecam- 
paign committec. I was not 
aware of any such efforts 
at the time.” 


At the outset of his 4000-- 


word statement yesterday 
Mr, Nixon insisted that “it 
is not my intention to place 
a national security ‘eover’ 
on Watergate...” Yet on 
the basis of his: own state- 
ment cach of the major tri- 
butaries of the Watergate 
scandal stemmed from pro- 
sraims that were begun by 
presidential order in’ the 
interests of 
ity, 


t 
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national secur: _ 


STAT 
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as Citing ‘the Pr 
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asident’s Wish’ 


. Times Staff Writer : 

WASHINGTON—H. R. Haldeman, President Nixon's former chief of 
staff, was: quoted Monday as saying "it is the President's wish" that the 
Central Intelligence Agency try to sidetrack FBL efforts to trace funds 


involved in the Watergate scandal. 


The quote altributed to Haldeman 
was contained in a memorandum 


¢_. written by Lt. Gen. Vernon A. Wal- 


ters, CIA deputy director, following 
a White House mecting last June 23, 


- six days after the Watergate break- 


mM. . 


The memorandum, one of 11 sub- 
mitted by‘ Walters last week to the 


. Senate Armed Services Committee, 


was disclosed Monday by Sen. 
Stuart Symington (D-Mo.) at a Sen- 
ate Forcign Relations Committee 
hearing. 7 
. Reading from the memo, Syming- 
ton said that Haldeman turmed to 
Walters at one point and said, "It is 
the President's wish that you go to 
sec Mr. Gray." This was a reference 
to L. Patrick Gray IIL, who resigned 
recently as acting director cof the 
FBI, 
Funds Sent to Mexico 


At the time of the White House . 


meeting. the FBI was trying to trace 
campaign funds which were’ sent 
from Texas to Mexico where, it has 
been allered, they were converted 
into Mexican checks and cash in ar 
effort ta canceal the identities of the 
donors. They were later depasited in 
a Miami bank account af confessed 
Watersite conspirator Bernard L. 
Barker, 

Symington read fram the Walters 
memo as the committee was ques 
fioning former CLA Director Hich- 
ard Uelims, now ambassador ta Tran, 
about CLA invelvoment with Water 
gate particins nts, : 

Under questioning, Helms said he 
and Witters were jnostructeck, t 
tend the June 25 W 
ing, where thes met with Heldeman 


proved ForR 


and John Db. Ehrtichman, another 
top presidential aice who resiened 
along with Haldeman on April SO. 
Helms said he believed Mr. Nix- 
on's name was mentioned but could 
not recall it snecilically. He said he 
took it for granted that Haldeman 
was not acting without authority. 
"When the President's chief of 


staff speaks to you." Helms. said, 


“vou assume it is with the highest 
authority." , 
Panel Members Laud Welnis 
Symington and other committee 
members praised Helms for what 
they calleel his successful efforts to 
prevent the CLA from being com- 
promised, 
Later in the day, Symington 
emerged from a closed meeting of 
the Senate Armed Services Commit- 


tee. of which he is acting chairman, | 


to announce that secret documents 
had disclosed White House propo- 
sals that involved burelaries for 
domestic spying purposes, 

Symington sald the authenticity of 

the doctiuments was verified in testi- 
mony Monday by ‘Tom Charles Hus- 
ton, a former White House aide who 
onee worked far aiusted presidential 
counsel Joho W. Dean HE, 

Some of the documents, Svming- 
fon said, included papers’ 
Dean had placed ina 
safety deposit -hox, They. 
were later turned over to 
fecleral Watergite prosceu- 
tors and the Senate's cee. 
lecl Watergate commiltec, 

Discussing the purported | 


they did not speci. 


ficully — inelude 


political: 
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carried out. P 

In his testimony before 
the Foreign Relations 
Committee, Helms cle- 
scribed the White House 
meeting with Haldeman 
and Ehrlichman as. 
"strange" and "unusual" 
and said at the time he, 
Knew of "no funds ‘laun-: 
derec' in Mexico.” : 

Helms, who was recalled: 
from Iran to testify, said, 
the White House aides: 
wanted Walters to tell: 
Gray that the FBI probe of 
the funds could jeopardize: 
covert CIA operations in 
Mexico. ' 

While Helms left un- 
clear his response to, 
Haldeman and Ehriich 
man, he tald the commit: 
tee that the I°BI probe 
would inform the other if 
any overlap developed. 
the CLA. He said he tald 
Walters to tell Gray of an 
alransement between the 
two agencies in which one 
would the other if any (ins 
form/, overlap developer, 
Helms said Walters Visit. 
ed Gray that saine after=. 
noon, : 

Helms acknowlerleed 
that the CEA did not ace. 
lively resist White House 
pressures wntil it received 
"feelers" suggesting that, 
Covert CLA funds be used 
to keep Watergate defen: 


a 


dants [ram confossine, 
Order to Walters 


At that Point, Helms 


| said, "I tole Gen. Walters, 


that if there were anv ef. 
forts to involve the CIA in: 
the Watergate, he was to 
resist them." Any lnvolve.. 
ment, he added, "could 
estnireh the agenev." 
Confessing that it was 
not his idea to icave the 
CIA, Helms told the com- 
mittee: Ly 
"My total preoccupation: 
Was to keep the CLA unin- 
Yolved and ] succeeded: - 
» +. 1} wanted to stay as: 
head af the agency," . 
Asked if his departure. 
wes related "to vour refit. 
Sal ta play alone with 
something vau regarded. 
as improper," Helms said, 
"J do not know." 7 
He sald he had a canver-, 
sation with President Nix. 
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Ry JOSEPH VOLZ 
Washington, May 21 (NEWS Bureau) — President Nizsits former 
: White House chief of staff, LR. (Bob) Haldeman, was quoted today as hav- 
- ing said it was “the President’s wish” for the CIA to “discourage” the FBI 
« ‘investigation into the Mexican angle of the Watergate affair. —. 
Sen. Stuart Symington (J).-Mo.) told the Senate For- : * . 

eign Relations Committee that the Haldeman statement| | Propriated funds would have . 

.- was noted in a memorandum by Lt. Gen, Vernon Walters, to be reported to Congress. 


deputy director of the CIA, on June 28, 1972, just six days] || "7Pis Sree eee Ne 
after the break-in at Democratic Party headquarters BENG: Woy ieee eee a 


r Helms. After that, he said hej; 
Watergate, ; r “Not Explained Why” | Inever heard anything else cae 
The memo was made public to- ; ns CIA help in the Watergate affair 
. day as former CIA Director Rich- t sie preg oe Haldeman Sen. Charles H. Perey (R-IlL) 

vv ard M. Helms, now U.S. ambas- | SO°@ Tan Valters that the asked Helms if he fel that he: 
-sador to Iran, appeared before | CIA should claim its operations was removed as CIA director be-| 
the Foreign Relations Cornniittee. |.in Mexico might be harmed if cause of hia unwillingness to co-| 
Jhe memo concerned a dune 23 the FBI looked into the matter. operate. Helms did nob answer 
meeting involving Walters, |/“It was made very clear that this divectly, but when Sen. Syming- 
Helms, Haldeman and former |/is the way it had been decided,” ton asked kim if he let the CIA 
presidential adviser John D. ie bate vat wan net ex: “on your ‘own volition,” he re- 
Ehrlichman, . eodestiand ie beset even! tolied: Well, the President and Tj 

-The Foreign Relations Cémmit-j\ comned whottk nN eee © con-) i had a conversation about it.” 

tee summoned Helms back from |: °° ee. ach pa ti Helms said he could mot dis- |} 
ran for questioniay about ap- é 1 une mee ing, intent? 2 
nN penaliaes in what he told] Helms said he told Walters that, oe Me conversation but added, | 
the committee during his eonfir- | When he met with Gray, he was Frankly, I wanted to stay as 


mation hearing in February and | to keep the matter “within the} head of the agency to continue 
what has subsequently emerged bounds of legitimacy.” He said to keep it out (of the Watergate 
from CLA involvement in the| he told Walters to say onlv that. | scandal). I thought I would be 
Pentagon Papers and Watergate} in accordance with lons- standing more suecesstul than a new. 
cases. avrecment, the FB] should keep comer.” a ‘ 
At the end of the June 23 mect- the. CIA infor med if ils inv esti- i Helms received a cordial wel- 
ing, the Walters memo noted,| gation conflicted with CIA inter- Lagdie: frame Lue senators on ae 
Haldeman turned to the general ests, ‘ , BH * 


and said, “It is the President’s Helms admitted that the CIA say vce Pie ihe! 
wish that you go to see Mr. provided a wig, tape recorder HPulbri Nt (D- Ark.) ‘ 
Gray.” L. Patrick Gray 3d was and voice alteration to Water- i i . 
_then acting director of the FBI. pate conspirator E. Howard Hunt . Fulbright recalled that daring 
: dx, but said he never envisoned his ambassadorial eoutirmation 
An Assumption the former CIA agent was going heariats Inst) February, Helms 
Asked about the Walters nota-| to do anything illegal. said he “knew nothing” of ifLunt’s 
tion, Helms confirmed he was at “Nobody dreamed the White involvement with the CIA, 
the meeting but does not recell;. Touse was going to be undertak- Velms insisted today thaé he 
any comment by Jaldeman spe-!}ing- burglaries,” said Helms. “did noe answer those questions 
cifically involving the President’s if Hunt, a onetime White Jiduse Cishonesctly,” aad contented that 
name. Rut, he said, “when the || consultant, has admitted partici- Hunt was not on the CLA payroll 
President's chief of staff speaks, ae pe wi the time, 
one obviously assmes he's speak- | pating ia burglary of Pentagon But Fulbright was plainly uot 
. ing with authority.” Papers-defendant Daniel Ells- satisfied with Helms expluration, 
At the time, the FBT was In-} bere’s psychiatrist's office. “You left the impression that 
vestigating “aundered” Republi- llelms also said that ousted na ‘ ri a Pa does até ‘ Rises 
can campaign funds, that is, cone | ywhite Wouse counsel’ John W. unt and tae es “Wow 


Dean 3d pul out “feelers” to the it appeare thal Ue 


CIA to provide covert funds for 
bailing out some of the W ater- 
wate conspirators who were be- 
, : coming “wobbly.” But he said 
Watergate conspirator Lermard Shoat P Dean the CIA 
L. Barker in Miami that Watters told Dear e 
hh Wie Weeks . [had no covert funds for this put- 
There had been” previous testi- | pose, aud (iat any such uso of 
mony that the FRE was asked to 
stay out of the Mexican part of 
the Watergate investigation in 


order fo make it look Ik Br6Ved For Release 2005/07/01 : CIA-RDP91-00901R000700100005-8 


operation. 


Mexico to be converted into 
checks or cash. Some of the 
checks. eventually wound wp in 
the bank account of canvieted 


} 
tributions sent from Texas tol 
\ 
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DENIED BY EX-AIDE 
_ He Says the President 

Was Not Involved 

_ ‘in Any Cover-Up" 


Boel ec ta ft 


‘ \ 

By MARIORIE HUNTER 

Speclal to The New York Times 
WASHINGTON, May 21— 
- H.R. Haldeman, the former 
White House chief of staff, re- 
portedly told an official of 
the Central Intelligence Agency 
that “it is the President’s wish” 
that the C.LA. attempt to halt 
an investigation into one aspect 
- of the Watergate case. 

This was reported today by 
Senator Stuart Symington, 
Democrat of Missouri, who said} 
he. was quoting from a docu-| 
ment written nearly a year agol 

iby Gen.. Vernon A. Walters, : 
deputy director of the CLA. ; 

Senator Symington said that 
Mr. Haldeman’s statement re- ; 


co 


C. 


| : a9 MAY 1973 
CLA. MENTO SAID TO O00 
MAN ON NI 


‘any cover-up of anything at 


AGH PVA thao 


fl 
FBI FOND STUD: 


formed the President of st 
quent. and apparently ur 


IX 
fa 


Ol ‘WIS 


to General Walters and said: ’ 
“It is the President’s wish that: 
you go to see Mr. Gray.” . 

Mr. Haldeman denied later 
today that the President was 
in any way involved inthe 
Watergate cover-up. 

Statement by Haldeman 

“T can flatly say that the 
President was not involved in 


cesstul, White House apy 
for help in covering up 
‘Watergate affair, Mr. Helm 
plied: 

“My 
the C.LA. out of this, Frankly,! 
I wanted to stay as head of: 
the agency and to keep it out! 
of all this, I felt 'd be more; 
successful than someone who: 
might come afterward.” : 

In effect, the C.LA, aspects 
of the Watergate probe have! 
opened up another complcte! 
Congressional investigation into. 
potential White House involve-; 
ment. 

General Walters was ques- 
tioned for nearly two and a 
the President, during a_ tele- Eebeeaies boday: ae a cose 

te oer ““"lhearing of the Intelligence Sub- 
phone conversation, had in-!committee of the House Armed 
quired about “the case,” an{Services Committee about 


any time,” Mr. Haldeman said- 

Still another of General 
Walters’s “memorandums of 
conversation” -—~ wrilten last 
year but disclosed today by 
another Congressional source— . 
quotes Mr. Gray as saying that 


apparent reference . to the ipoints raised in the 11 memo- 
Watergate inquiry. lrandums of conversations he 
mits memorandum quotes Wrote last summer, shortly 


; . jafter the Watergate break-in. 
Mr. Gray as telling the Presi-j 


‘ ’ Pe : 
dent that the Watergate casel Heated’ Questioning 
could net be covered up and} Representative Lucien N, 
that he thought that Mr. NixoniNedzi, Democrat of Michigan, 
sheula cet c: *hese in-isaid that the: general's re- 
volved }Sponses to questions ‘were not 

Meanwhile, there were the'totally satisfying’ and that the 
following other developments: questioning had become “heated 
today in the Watergate affair: at times.” 


sie 
Peas 
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\ 
interest was to incp, 


‘Then t Snuuw owe 
ever is invalved, no matter how 
shigh up?’ Gray replied that was 
‘his recommendation. 
' “The President then asked 
jwhat I thought and Gray said 
my views were the same as his. 
Tha President took it well and 
thanked him.” 

The memorandum — further 
states that Mr. Gray told Gen- 
eral Walters that he had ‘ub- 


‘sequently telephoned Mr, Dean, 


then the President’s White 
House counsel, to tell him of 
the conversation with Mr. Nix- 
on and of his recommendation 
that all involved be discharged. 
Dean’s Response Given 

General Walters said, accord- 
ing‘to the memorandum, that 
Mr, Dean’s respense to that 
was “okay,” 

Senator Symington’s disclos- 
ure of the existence of dacu- 
ments dealing with intelligence 
gathering plans came at the 
end of two hours of question- 
ing of Tom Charles Huston, a 
former White House aide, by 
jthe Senate Armed Services 


€Senator Symigton disclosed Mr. Nedzi said that his sub- Committee, : 7 
that the Senaie Armed Services: committee planned to question! Senator Symington said that 
Committee had acquired two other witnesses, including Mr,jMr. Muston had been called to 
sets of documents purporting Gray, Mr. Haldeman and three verify the authenticity of docu- 
to deal with Administration former White House aides—!ments “which bear his pur. 
plans in the summer of 1970 to John D. Ehrlichman, John W. [ported signature” and to testify 
permit burglary and other vio- Dean 3d and David Young. j2bout events described by the 
lations of the Jaw in the collec- Neither Senator Symington }decuments, Ae 
tion of intelligence information:nor Mr. Nedzi would release a} The Senator said both sets of 
about United States citizens. ¢ coupy of the Walter memoran- (documents “purportedly deal 
said the plans were never car-,dum purporting to quote Mr.;with certain studics, recommen: 
ried out. Gray as having told President'dalions and decisions” in the 
‘complex Richard Helms, former direc-|Nixon that the Watergate case are aoe in the summer and 

eee tor of the C.LA., appeared be-icould not be covered up. fall of 1270 concerning “intel- 
Testified Last Week fore the Senate Foreign] However, key excerpts fromiligence collection and evalua- 

General Walters testified last Relations Commitlee to defend.the siemorandum were obtained [tion on both foreign and dormes- 

week that he had been called that agency’s role in granting: from other RON OR cc eteae inatite alae 

he White House and told White House requests for a per-\sources, ee 3 me y : 
to the White House and told satiny profile on Dr, Daniell ‘The memorandum, prepared|documeats appeared to call for 
he had been chosen to try to Dyshere later a defendant in bY July 13, is said to be Generali"violations of the law in the 
persuade L. Patrick Gray 3d, the Pentagon papers case, and Walter’s recollection of a con-,domestic collection of intelli- 
Federal Bureau of Investiga- in furnishing materials to a versation held just a day earlier|SC1¢e, 04 United States cill- 
lion, to halt an inquiry into White House aide involved in 


. : zens,” 
with Mr. Gray. me : aT q 
: sreaking | ice. yy the Senator added: “There 
campaign funds “laundered? breaking into the office of Dr. 


aah The document quotes Mr.laidn't seem to be any limitation 
; : : “Hehareae for: svchiatrist. — ,. : . jdidn’t seem to be any B 
through a bank in Mexico City. USHERS former poye Gray as saying that Presidentjon the amount of burglary 
Nixon's Name Not Used 


garding the President was con-' 
tained in a “memorandum of 
conversations” that General 
Walters said he prepared after 
a White House mecting with 
Mr. Haldeman and Joha D. 
Ehrlichman, another Presiden- 
tial aide, last June, six days 
after the break-in of Democratic 
headquarters at the Watergate 


f At that time, however, he Nixon had called him a weeklinvolved.” ; 

\. made no mention that anyone Mr. Helms said he had pre- earlier to congratulate him on; Senator Symington ore 

3 + rege ae ‘ ta Loaves < Aree UP + 
had invoked the President's sumed that White House aides p37) aetion frustrating an aire Mr. Huston as saying tha 


plane hijacking i copies of the suggested intelli- 
shee Spee genee gathering plans were, 
CISED: supposed to go to the President’ 
IGLAHRDR91-00904RO00T0010H005:8'0"2" but that 
as “all oof his relations were with 
“Toward the end of the CON: afr, Maldeman. 

eersation.” according to the 


n 
] 


sats fe a adhe P were speaking for the Fresi- 

name in demanding his help. dent ee ‘they eel. tak 
The memorandum, according Gra. assistance but he said he 

to Senator SYMINCtON AB PFéOved ForcRelease 2OOSIGTA01 

that at one point during the name used directly. 

meeting, Mr. flaldeman turned = Asked why he had never in- 
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; - , - . 4 Pigs investigation” at the 
| Memo by Walters Getter mmie UIs ong de ae 
14] B aN Ww pay ! if els ys cA tion into the Water ate’ tor said he told the White 
Ait VV Glau snandare Meoxiean Poe - Flouse aides he had no inter- 


tion would jeopardize CIA 


est in the Bay of Pigs. 


q a A 8 y operations. It was clear “I did not have any idea 
Das Cee Gp y set eB pay a H a from the testimony that of what the Mexican investi- 
LO IS Coal BASU Helms’ authority as CIA di- gation was about,” Helms 

rector was bypassed by the testified. He said he nen 
By Laurence Stern White House aides in their took the position with Wal- 


Washington Post Stalf Writer 
The deputy director of the Central Intelligence 
Agency has made a written allegation that White Heuse 


demand that Walters convey 

the proposal to Gray. 
Walters had served as a 

translator to President Nixon 


ters that there was no CIA 

involvement in the case. 
Asked why neither he nor 

Walters went directly to the 


chief of staff IH. R. (Bob) Haldeman told him “it is the on foreign trips both during President about the inei- 
President's wish” that the CIA scek to block an im-_ his vice presidential and pres- SL eOGasOn 

e portant phase of the Watergate investigation. aang ane ane CN was in keeping the CIA 
w- Gen. Vernon Walters made this assertion in a mem- Within. an hour after the uninvolved in the matter. 1 


. man 


orandum he wrate shortly 
after a White House mecting 
on June 28, 1972, between 


himself and ITaldeman, prest- 


dential aide John D. Ehrlich- 
and CIA Director 


\Nichard Helms, 


This disclosure was made 


Tielations Committee hear- 


other White House aides to 
have the CIA intercede with 
the FBI in calling off inves- 
tigation of the “laundering” 
of Watergate funds through 
a Mexican bank account. 

It has already been dis- 
closed that some $100,00° in 
Nixon  re-cleciion funds 


and other operations in the 
1972 campaign. 


June 23 racecting the depuly 
CIA director was given an 
appointment with Gray. 
Walters relayed to Gray the 
concern of “senior White 
House officials’ that the 
Mextean investigation would 
jeopardize CIA activities, ac- 
cording to Walters’ own Les- 


YB! inquiry would in no 
way jeopardize CIA actlivi- 


was successful in doing that 

so far as I was concerned.. 

. I wanted to stay as the 

head of the asency to keep 

it out of it (the Watergate 

scandal), It is always a ques- 

tion of moral judgments and 

I was doing the best I could‘ 
do. cB) 


y esterday’s s hearing also ‘ 


were passed through a Alex. timony. 1 : 
yesterday by Sen. Stuart jeo City bank and ended up Attar consultation with raised publicly, for the first 
Symington ()-Mo.) in the in the safe of Maurice H, Helms, however, the CIA aie cae aS Ot. 
‘course of a Senate Foreign Stans to finance Watergate took the position that the . Whether Nelms was replaced 


as C]A direetor‘in reprisal 
for his refusal to cooperate 


ing to question Helms on Symington interrupted ties in Mexico. The agency, with the White’ House staff 
pressures by White House the questioning of Helms in effect. turned down the in the alleged cover-up ef- 


aides on the CIA to help yesterday to drop his bomb- White House request. fort. 

ee een shell, which was based on Hlelims testified yesterday - . 
cover up the Watergate = : ries 2 mts : Asked directly by Sen. 
trail. one of il still-secret memos that he had no independent Charles I Berar GUD 


It was the most direct 
allegation by a hifh-rankiug 
government official indicat- 
ing presidential involvement 
in efforts to impede the Keds 


written by Wallers in the 
course of the White House- 
CIA contacts. 

In his memo on the June 
93 mecting, Symington rela- 


recoljection af the Tlalde- 
man remark but he did not 
take issue with Walters’ 
memorandum on the June 
923 meetine, whieh was called 
by Haldeman six days after 


whether there was any con- 
nection between his depar- 
ture fram the ageney and 
his refusal to cooperate in 
the cover-up, Helins replied: 

“} don't know. I talked to 


eral Bureau of Investiva. ted. Walters reparted that the Watergate breakin. the President and J think 
tion's inquiry into” the "Mr. Haldeman turned to Helms did recall a Halde- Gun conversation is privi- 
Watergate case : General Walters and said, onan salu us at “the op Pee Lah saeeae die HE 

Walters in previous state- Nt is the President's wish en Ps é ae conversation was Waterzate 
ments and llelms yesterday that you, fo to see Mr. ie l i fat } fe WuRlhine cleo nen: 


aldenmn, Helms recalled, 
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quests by Maldeman and Walters was 
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| The CIA in a Better Li 


Enough new information has come 
out of the Watergate-Pentagon Papers 
investigation so that accounts can be 


. better squared on the involvement of 


one key department, the Central Intel- 
ligence Agency. 

The CIA looked bad in the wake of 
disclosures that at White House re- 
quest it had provided assistance to the 
burglars of the office of Daniel 
Elisberg’s psychiatrist, and that it 
cooperated in compiling a psychologi- 
‘cal profile of Elisberg. We said at the 
time that this involvement compro- 
mised and discredited the CIA. 

Since then, there has come some 


_ rather remarkable testimony from 


— General Robert E. Cushman, former 


deputy director of the agency, General 


“Vernon Walters, currently deputy 
director, and Richard M. Helms, who 


was director of CIA in the period cov- 
ering both the Ellsberg and the Water- 
gate episodes, Although CIA does not 
emerge blame-free, the new disclo- 
sures do afford a better perspective, 
and do place the agency’s role in a 


-more favorable light. 


To recapitulate: General Cushman 
used bad judgment in helping burglars 


‘"E. Howard Hunt and Gordon Liddv, 


though it is fairly clear he did not 


‘know: their mission, and though CIA 


assistance to them was halted even 
before the burglary took place. Helms 
used similar bad judgment in ac- 
quiescing on the Ellsberg profile. So 


much for the Ellg 
pers period in 1971. 

In the 1972 period following the ar- 
rest of the Watergate burglars, high 
White House officials evidently at- 
tempted on several occasions to un- 
load major responsibility on CIA for 
what happened, and to get the agency 
to help scuttle the FBI’s investigation. 
Helms and General Walters deserve 
great credit for refusing to go along 
with the White House suggestions, 
which Senator McClellan described as 
“beyond impropriety.” ; 

Should Helms and Walters have 
gone to the President, or Coneress, 
with that information? Perhaps so. In 
retrospect, it is understandable that 
they did not. Lyman Kirkpatrick, a 
former CIA official, wrote recently in 
the New York Times: 

“In fairness to CIA and other de- 
partments involved, the role of the 
White House staff should not be under- 
estimated. It is not the custom of the 
bureaucracy to question a call from 


‘the executive offices. It is assumed 
_ that the President’s people know what 


they are doing. While they may not 


' inform the President of all details, itis 


usually believed they are operating ° 
under approved policy guidelines.” 

The point is worth remembering. It 
is one thing to have been marginally 
compromised. It is another to have 
used the power and authority of the 
White House to plot the compromising. 
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‘Six days after the Wa- 


7 “tergate break-in last June, 


* federal prosecutor Earl J. 
Silbert revealed at a rou- 
“tine bod hearing involving 
‘the burglars that a bank 
draft of $89,000 linked to 
Bernard L. Barker, one of 


‘the suspects, had been 
‘traced to a bank in Mexico 
City. 


- That same day, June 23, 
“3972, according to recent 
“testimony before three 
congressional committees, 
White House aides H. R. 
_Haldeman and John D 
“¥hrlichnian tried to enlist 
CIA cooperation in block- 
ing an FBI investigation of 
-an ill-defined Mexico City 
finance operation. 

-_ According to a memo by 
‘CIA deputy director Lt 


( &"Gen. Vernon A. Walters 


‘VY ard M. Helms, 


-which was prepared a few 
Gays later but revealed 
only yesterday, heading 
off the FBI probe was 
deemed -so urgent that 
Haldemann tald CIA offi- 
jials that day “it is the 
President’s wish’ that 
Walters go to FBI acting 
“director L. Patrick Gray 
II to call the FBI investi- 
gation off, 

In the annals of the 
complex Watergate affair, 
the details of the tortuous 
financial trial that led 
from a Houston mining 
company, through Mexico 
City, to Barker and Uien to 
GOP fundraiser Maurice 
Stans’ safe did not surface 
for many weeks. 


TO WALTIERS and to 
former CIA director Rich- 
who testi- 
fied yesterday in an open 


session of the Senate lor- 
eign RelaGons committee, 
the connection was totally 
obscure lust June. At that 
time, Waterpate was still 
regarded as a mysterious 
“caper and the Mexican 
bank drafts had barley 
surfaced in Silbert's prose- 


ms 


Vie 


wn 


liclin’s testimony yes: 
terday underscored both 
these points as he recount- 
ed the meeting at which 
Haldeman warned that the 
Watergate affair might be 
fraught with political dan- 
pers. ‘ 


As Helms recalls it, he 
was summoned by tcle- 
phone to be at the White 
Youse at 1 p.m. June 23 to 
discuss an unidentified 
subject and to come with 
Walters, a former aide to 
President Nixon who bare- 
ly six weeks before had 

2en sworn in as CIA dep- 
uty. 

Once in Ehrlichman’s 
office,, Helms recalled, 
Haldeman told the men 
there was a danger the 
Watergate incident might 
be capitalized upon by the 
“opposition.’? Apparently 
some danger to the nation- 
al security Hhikewise was 
invoked, as Helms recalls 
it, because ‘‘FIaldeman 
also mentioned the Bay of 
Pigs, in an incoherent 
statement I didn’t under- 
stand.” 


THEN HALDEMAN 
pave his order: ‘It was 
decided at the White 
House,’’ Helms testified 
yesterday, that Walters 
should go to Gray and icll 
him that continued investi- 


gation of the Mexican fi- 
nance might jeopardize 
CIA operations there. 
Walters, in a confiden- 
tial memorandum of the 
same conversation, which 
Sen. Stuart Symington (2- 
Mo.) in part revealed at 
yesterday's hearing, put it 
more bluntly. “It is the 
President's wish that you 
go to Mr. Gray ’ is the 
way he heard Maldeman’s 
order 

Helms yesterday insist. 
ed that he had no recollee- 
von of the phrase “itis the 


‘cution of Barker ABI ue Yea FOC Y3) Sigtise 2008) 


burglars. 
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Richard Helms testifies. 


garded an order from 
Haldeman as issuing from 
the top. ‘When the 
President’s chief of staff 
speaks to you,’’ he noted, 
“sou assume he speaks 
with authority.’’ 

Helms revealed yester- 
day that the CIA inunedi- 
ately checked the only 
conceivable link between 
the Mexican money trans; 
fer and its own operations 
in Mexico. This was Man- 
uel Oparrio Daguerre, an 
attorney to whom had re- 
ceived a $160,000 transfer 
from Gulf Resources and 
Cheinical Corp. of Houston 
as a bill payment April 3, 
1972. 


OGARRIO, Hetms told 
the committee, ‘‘had no 


relation to the agency,’’. 


and. by June 26 the CIA 
director and his deputy 
were trying to tell White 
House aides they could not 
invoke CIA operations fo 
block the FBI probe. - 
Oparrio, as the investi- 
pation eventually was to 
reveal, bought 889,000 in 
bank drafts from Banco 


City April 4, 1972. 


The next day 
drafts plus $11,000 in cash, 
were delivered by courier 


.to Nixon fund-raisers in’ 


Houston. The money was 
flown immediately to 


the 


--Star-News wturrapher Joseph Suvermnar 


Washington. The drafts . 


were cashed through 
Barker’s Miami bank ac- 
count before the moncy 
went back into a campaign 
safe used, in part, to fi- 
nance Watergate spying. 
Some of these connec- 
tions between Watergate 
and the GOP campaifn 
might never have been 
made had Haldeman’s 
order of June 323, been car- 
ried out, and the Mexico 
City bank transaction, 
Watergate prosecutor Sil- 
bert revealed that day, 
mipht never have been 
developed. The full details 
of the, Mexican transaction 
are still under inves tiga- 
tion by a federal grand 
jury jn Houston. 
Helins, Jooking 


stape of the Watergate 
seandal, stressed the 
scecminp innocence of what 
Haldeman secmed to be 


O7/011' CHA-RDPS1-0690 1RO00700100005:8" aft. 


er it had been revealed 


back’ 
yesterday on that carly. 
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DDCI STATEMENT ABOUT THE WATERGATE CASE 


The following statement was made by Lieutenant General Vernon A. Walters 
during a recent appearance before a Congressional Committee. 


On 23 June 1972 I was ordered by a phone message from my office 
to be at the White House at about 1300 with Director Helms. I had 
lunch with Mr. Helms and we went to Mr. Ehrlichman's office at the 
White House. Present were Mr. Ehrlichman, Mr. Haldeman, Mr. Helms 
and myself. As I recall it, Mr. Haldeman said that the Watergate 
incident was causing trouble and was being exploited by the opposi- 
tion. It had been decided at the White House that I would go to 
Acting FBI Director Gray and tell him that now that the five suspects 
were arrested, further enquiries into the Mexican aspects of this 
matter might jeopardize some of the CIA's covert activities in that 
area. An appointment was made for me to see Mr. Gray at 1430 that 
same day. I went over and told him that I had been directed by top 
White House officials to tell him that further investigation into the 
Mexican aspects of the Watergate episode might jeopardize some of the 
Agency's covert actions in that area. He said that he understood the 
agreement between the FBI and the Agency regarding their sources but 
that this was a complicated case. He would not violate the agreement 
with CIA regarding sources. On my return to the Agency I checked to 
see whether there was any danger in the Agency's covert sources if 
the Mexican part of the investigation continued and ascertained that 
no one believed that this was the case. No one had any knowledge of 
the plan to bug the Democratic National Committee. 


On June 26 the Counsel to the President John Dean called me and 
asked me to come and see him about the matter I had discussed with 
Haldeman and Ehrlichman. He said I could check with Ehrlichman and 
I did. He said I could talk to Dean so I went to Dean's office at 
1145 on June 26. 


I informed Dean that I had checked carefully to see whether 
there was any jeopardy to the Agency's sources by a further investi- 
gation of the Mexican sources of this matter and had found there was 
none. Dean then asked whether the CIA might have taken part in the 
Watergate episode without my knowing it. I said that this was not 
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possible. I knew that the Agency had had no part in the operation 
against the Democratic National Committee. I therefore could not 
say that further investigation would jeopardize Agency sources. I 
felt that someone had bungled badly and that the responsible parties 
should be fired. He asked whether there was not some way in which 
the Agency might have been involved. I said that I had checked with 
Director Helms and was convinced it was not. Any attempt to stifle 
this investigation would destroy the effectiveness of the Agency and 
the FBI and would be a grave disservice to the President. 1 would 
have no part in it and was quite prepared to resign on the issue. 

He asked whether I had any ideas on what might be done and I replied 


ee those responsible should be fired. He seemed disappointed and 
I left. 


The following day I saw Dean again in his office at his request. 
He again reviewed the Watergate Case saying that some witnesses were 
getting scared and were "wobbling". I said that no matter how scared 
they got, they could not involve CIA because it was not involved in 
the bugging of the Watergate. He then asked if the CIA could not 
furnish bail and pay the suspects' salaries while they were in jail, 
using covert action funds for this purpose. 


I replied that this was out of the question. It would implicate 
the Agency in something in which it was not implicated. Any such 
action by the Agency would imply an order from the highest level and 
I would not be a party to any such action. It would be a grave dis- 
service to the President and the country and would destroy the CIA's 
credibility with the Congress and the people. I would resign rather 
than do this and, if ordered to do it, I would ask to see the President 
to explain the reasons for my refusal. Furthermore, when the Agency 
expended funds in the U.S., we had to report this to the Oversight 
Committees of the Agency in Congress. He was much taken aback by this 
and agreed that risks of implicating the CIA and FBI in this matter 
would be enormous. I said that what was now a painful wound could 
become a mortal one. What was now a "conventional explosion could be 
turned into a multi-megaton explosion". I again advised him to fire 
the responsible parties. 


Again Dean sent for me on the 28th of June and I saw him at his 
office at 1130 that day. He enquired whether I had learned anything 
more about CIA involvement. I replied that there was no involvement 
of the Agency in the bugging of the Watergate. He then asked whether 
I had any ideas and I said that I had none which could be helpful. 
Perhaps the Cubans who were anti-Castro might have had a hand in it 
but the CIA did not. 


On July 5 I received a call from Acting Director of the FBI Gray 
saying that he could not stop further investigation of the Mexican 
aspects of this matter unless he had a formal letter from the Director 
of CIA or me asking him to do this. I said that I would come to his 
office and I saw him at 1000 the following morning. 
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I told him that I could not tell him that further investigation 
would jeopardize the Agency's covert sources. I had checked on this 
and it was not so. I had ascertained that General Cushman had initially 
authorized the issuance of some equipment to Howard Hunt without knowing 
its purpose other than it was, as I understood it, to shut off "leaks". 
This was long before the Watergate bugging. Since then I had carefully 
checked and there was no other involvement of any sort by the CIA in the 
operation against the Watergate. I said that I felt that attempts to 
cover this up or to implicate the CIA or FBI would be detrimental to 
their integrity and a disservice to the President and the country. I 
would have no part in this and was quite prepared to resign on this 
issue. He said that he shared my views regarding the importance of the 
integrity of our Agencies and he too was prepared to resign on this 
issue. I gave Gray a list of the equipment the Agency had given Hunt 
and the account of our dealings with the former CIA employees up to the 
termination of their employment with the Agency long before the Watergate 
episode. 


I saw Gray again on the 12th of July and gave him one additional 
memorandum regarding the contact furnished Hunt. We reviewed the matter 
reiterating the position we had taken previously. I said that I had told 
Dean that the best solution would be to fire those responsible. Gray said 
he had made the same recommendation. Once again we agreed that anything 
that might damage the integrity of the FBI and CIA would be a grave dis- 
service to the President and the Government. 


In February 1973 shortly after Dr. Schlesinger became Director I 
told him of my conversations with Haldeman, Ehrlichman and Dean. In 
February Dean called Dr. Schlesinger to see if the Agency could get 
back from the FBI the material it had sent to the Justice Department 
concerning our contact with Hunt. Dr. Schlesinger and I agreed that 
this could not be done. I attempted to contact Dean but he was in 
Florida. On his return I saw Dean at his office on February 21 and told 
him that we could not ask the FBI for the material back. That would only 
serve to implicate the CIA and I could not and would not do it. TI had 
seen Acting FBI Director Gray that morning and told him of Dean's request 
and our refusal. He agreed saying that he could not do such a thing. 


Since that date I have had no further contact with Dean. The above 
represents my recollection of what occurred and the dates are checked in 
my appointment book. 
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_ By OSWALD JOUNSTON 
Star-News Saaff Writer 

CIA Deputy Director Lt. Gen. Vernon A. 
Walters, in a memorandum prepared last 
une, said he was ordered by White Heuse 
chief of staff H. R. Haldeman to interfere with 
* an FBI investigation of the Watergate case and 
was told ‘it is the President’s wish” that he 

carry out the order. ' 


The memo was written a few days after a 
June 23 White House meeting in which the or- | 
der was relayed to Walters in the presence of 

“/then-CIA director Richard M. Helms and 
presidential domestic adviser John D. Ebrlich- 
man. 


The substance of the memo was revealed 
today in a hearing before the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, Helms, testifying to the 
committee, said he had no recollection that the 
President’s name was invoked on the June 23 
meeting. 


He said he was in the rocm, but does not re- 
call en his own whether Haldeman used the 
President's name specifically. 

(Informed sources have told The Star-News 
that Ilelins testified before the Watergate 
grand jury on Friday that Haldeman said the 
request for aid in the cover-up came from 
“higher up" in the White House. At that time, 
there was only one person higher than Halde- 
man, and that was President Nixon.) 


DURING MOR than 
hearing, at the conSHeRtoN 9) 


WASHINCTON STAR 
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roundly praised by committee members for 
refusing to yield to White House pressure, 
Helms stressed that he gave orders after Wa- 
tergate that the agency was under no circum- 
stances to be linked with the Widening scandal. 
Much of the testimony mercly confirmed ecar- 
lier disclosures of the campaign by White 


House aides Haldeman, John D. Ehrlichman 


and John W. Dean III to use the CIA to hinder 
investigation of Watergate and to provide a 
cover for the five Watergate burglars. 


Helms made it plain, however, that his per- 
plexity was extreme in the face of evidence 
that top-ranking White House aides, invoking 
presidential authority, were secking to involve 
the agency inillegal activities. 

Recalling the June 23 mecting, Helms de- 
scribed Haldeman as making an “incoherent 
statement that I didn’t understand” linking the 
FBI probe in Mexico to the Bay of Pigs — the 
Cl A-directed 1961 invasion of Cuba that ended 
in disaster. 

Walters also was quizzed by Dean on the 
possibility of using CIA “covert action funds” 
to pay salaries to the five Watergate urglars 
while in jail and bail expenses. 

HELMS WAS ALSO questioned at length 
about an carlier episode when'the CIA, at 
Ehrlichman’s reqeust, supplied camera dis- 
guises and false documents to convicted Wa- 
tergate conspirator Woward Hunt. The ma- 
terials were used in the September 1971 burgla- 
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ag PE a \ @ FBI files on the Watergate bugging and 


body in the White House wanted him to 


mf, 


f ee die 


burglary to White House counsel John 
W. Dean IIL, he had also confessed to 
destroying papers from Waterbugger E. 
Howard Hunt's safe given to him by 


believe that.Watergate was a CIA caper 
and that he ought to lay off. Dean, he 
says, phoned him three times on July 3 
with precisely that message. But Gray, 


Dean, But the White House rejoicing — still suspicious, asked the ClA—and got a 

7 | was at least premature; last week Gray denial. Gray may or may not have sus- 

ae «\ ; surfaced again with an even more dam- — pected at that point that the whole idea 

‘ (ae a 1 aging story. As the details leaked out, of a CIA connection had been designed 
Se FF - +> Gray told’ Senate investigators that he to flimflam the FBI off the case. What he 

E ee | had personally warned President Nixon did sense was that the FBI was caught 

3; less than three weeks after the Water- in the contradictions and unwelcome in 

{ gate burglary that White House top- the investigation, When Mr. Nixon called 


the CIA somehow involved in the Water- message merely forced the White House 3 

Chie gate?” Gray asked. Helms said no. But to, replace the CIA cover story with a i 

Gray: A message for Mr. Nixon next day, according to Gray, the CIA’s blanket cover-up. Gray, in any case, a 

No. 2 man, Lt. Gen. Vernon A. Wal-  agonized for months (“Ee feels he tried 

: ters, informed him that “there was CIA to warn the President,” a friend said, ' 

rt et: involvement.” “and the President didn’t heed the warn- : 

LH OVW CRAY TRIED With that, Gray arranged a meeting ing”)~and as a patriot, he told friends, 
with ee ae Naas to pin down a he once hee iGiee hae suicide. 

: CIA role—and told White House counse But in the end, like so many others | 

TO AVARIN’ NEEM. iN John Dean about .the appointment. On tarred by Watergate, Gray may have } 

the morning of the meeting, Gray says, been trying to hedge his bets. Gray also 

‘aphen L. Patrick Gray IH resigned as he got a call from John'Ehrlichman tell- disclosed for the first time that he had 

acting director of the FBI three ing him to “cancel” it. “Who decides on not put Hunt’s papers straightaway in an j 

weeks ago, the chorus of relief around — these things?” Gray bristled. “You, Pat,” FBI “burn bag.” Instead, he squirreled ! 

the White House could almost be heard — Ehrlichman replied blandly. Gray duti- them away for six months and burned | 

in tourist country. Gray had wounded — fully scrubbed the appointment. them at his home in Connecticut—only af- :. 

the Nixon Administration deeply: not It gradually dawned on Gray that, ter the White House assured him he i 

only had he admitted handing over whatever the fact of the matter, some- would be permanent director of the FBI. i 


siders ‘were using both the FBI and the 
CIA to cover up the scandal, 

As Gray told the story, he first suspect- 
ed CIA involvement in the Watergate 
case the week after the burglary, when 
FBI agents investigating the. case told 
him that the forged passports and fake 
identification papers found on the Water- 
buggers bore the professional earmarks 
of first-rate CIA work. That embarrassing 
clue sent Gray to the phone to call Rich- 
ard Helms, then chief of the CIA. “Is 


him on another matter on July 6, he 
blurted out the bad news: “Mr. Presi- 
dent, you are being wounded by_ men 
around you... by men using the FBI 
and the CIA,” 

Agony: The President, Gray recount- 
ed, answered mildly: “You keep up the 
investigation.” The “meddling” seemed 
to stop; Senate investigators were left to 
decide from Gray’s raw unevaluated nar- 
rative whether Mr. Nixon really meant 
to call off his people or whether the Gray 
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Let us pause and ponder those three meetings 
Jan three successive davs last June hetween Lt. 
deputy CIA director, and 
John W. Dean 3d, then counsel to the President. 
“Al the first meeting, oa June 26, General Walters 
yefused a White: House request to ask the FRI to 
call off its probe of Watergate-connected money 
-transactions in Mexico on the spurious ground that 
iCIA operations there could be endangered, At the 
sécond meeting, on dune 27, General Waliers re- 
‘fused a White House request that the CIA use 
“covert funds to finance bail end pay the salaries 
of defendants in the Watergale break-in case. At 
_fhe third and last meeting, on June 28, General 
‘Walters refused to have the CIA take the blame 
in the Watergate affair when, in fact, it had no 
“tause to take the blame, 
“* These overtures from the White House were 
$0 compromising to the CTA that General Walters 
informed Mr. Dean he would rather resign than 
wcarry them out. This tells us the CIA may have 
learned something from its unseemly involvement 
-a year earlier in the While House-directed burglary 
“of the office of Daniel Elisberg’s psychiatrist. But 
it also tells us that some of the top aides to the 
President seerned to recognize no bounds in cor- 
rupting the operations of their own government. 
Whether Mr. Nixon himself knew of these and 
other misdeeds in the Watergate coverup is a 
‘question bearing on his future capacity to govern 
effectively. Senator Stuart Symington says he finds 
ii hard to “visualize” that the President was una- 
ware of such high-level White House approaches to 
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the CIA. Yet neither Generarwvaners ior 
acquicscent former chief, Nichard 
went to Mr. Nixon to discuss or protest this 
troubling matter. Instead they assumed, perhaps 
with pood reason, that orders issued by such palace 


S QOVCily 


‘guardsman as H. R. Haldeman and John D. Ehr- 


lichinan had to reflect the wishes of the President. 

Let us pause again and ponder that assurnption. 
It seems to suggest that the director and deputy 
director of the CIA could envisage their Presi- 
dent’s being willing to subvert a vital avency by 
sanctioning illegal actions. And for whal purpose? 
To defend the national security, as was pretended 
in the Hilesberg case? Or to meet a national cmer- 
gency? Hardly. Tne objective was to guarantee 
the re-election of a President who was a shoo-in 
long before the campaign year began. 

The American people must ask themselves, as 
they did in the days when Watergate was. still 
considered a caper, just why—-not haw, but why— 
the administration got itself in such a mess. And- 
the answer, may be truly disturbing. For we are 
not dealing here with the public Mr. Richard 
Nixon—the Chief Executive detsrmined to fulfill 
high policy objectives regardless of the carping of 
the press and the anguish of ‘Congress, Rainer, 
we have a private glimpse of a President—or at 
least a presidency--that seerns to have lost all 
perspective, all sense of proporifon and propriety. 
That is a dangerous development, even in a 
democracy with strong institutions to check and 
balance. 


opie 
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Washtision. 

ing of the American Society 
of Newspaper Ioditors in April ot 1971, 

Richard Helms with the permission of 

President Nixon gave his first public 


At a mest 


address since becoming in 1208 the 
director of central intelisence. After 


defending the need and propriety cf a 
democracy having a clandestine intelll- 
gence-gathering service to proteet ils 
national security, Mr. Helms noted that 
the stafute which created the CIA in 
19417 ove ssly pene the agency 
from having any police, subpena or law 
enforcer ‘nt pawers or any domestic sc- 
curity functions. 

“J oan assure vou that except for the 
normal responsibilities for protecting le 
physical security of our porecrinel, our 
facilifics and our classified information, 
we do not have any such powers and 
nen, * Mr. Helms said. “We have 
never aht any.” 

“In aati we do not target on Ameri- 
ran citizens.” 


Including Elisberg 

That speech wos on April 1. 1971. 
Less than three months latur-July 7 
John D. Nhrlichma n, President Nixon's 
- too domestic adviser, feicproned Gen. 
w Robert KE. Cusinnan, Jr, deputy CIA 
dirceter, with a request fhat was to 

cusnare the CIA directly in a domestic 


ccuvity fusction. inelading the targeting 
on aA American citizen--Dr, Daniel 

ae Jallsherg. 

Yor the past week or so, three con- 
eressional Taneineee have been hear- 
ing hours of seeret testunony centered 
on the fallout fram that Ihrlichmoen- 
Cushinen conversatian end other deal- 


two wears between 
tlause. Freon all 
hes been se- 
fecedeonind lie 
normally 


the prat 
and the White 
indicaieus, the aseney 
voreals con be ws um 
velvement div dermeste atlairs, 


ines over 


the CMA % 


lefl to the FL ond state and loval 
patice, Aeencs members are sant to be 
dismayed and query. The reputation u 
Me. Uelme, pee sm sador te Irs 
hes been tari ~ top ate "y 


Jeacdors Teiwve i ecules 
Canitol Phu ot sii we the ¢ 
knawtedee of iimvamrenent of lay 
Viguse gtudas da the We HeTeale Cover 


Jased ob oral aad waka 


Aye 


to President Nixon--H. R. 


ae a when 1, 


BALTINGZE SUN 
Q RAY 1973 
CIA-RDP91- 


sn. got ee 


fis ti 


of General Cushman and other CLA’ 
officiels and coraments of various sena- 
tors, it appears that high-level advisers 
Haldeman, 
Peean 8d and Mr. Marlichmnan— 
calculated judement that the 
CIA with its history af cartying out 
“dirty tricks? overseas could be used 
eee counted on lo Keep ifs rnonth shut. 
The agency has a ay ‘record of saying 
nathinig publicly. Th “White House's as. 
suiniplion almost eee oul to be quite 
valid. ; 

Apparent’ with this background of 
CIA diseretion in mind, Mfr. Ehrlichman 
sought the aveney’s _assistance in the 
summer ot 3971 for what turned out to 
be Phase 1 ef an ext Hardin series of 
CIA cnlangiements. 


John’ W, 
made a 


Pentagon Paper 


The call to General Cushman, now 
came at 
height of a While Hovise security 
“2 becatise of the publication a. 
month earlier of the Peniagon Papers, 
The general, acting as a truc-duwe mili- 
tavy cificer and former milifery aide to 
Mr. Nixon when he was vice president, 
asked no questions of Mr. Ehvlichman. 


Marine Carps cemmandart, 
ihe 


As he sala last week. hie fell Mr, 
Ehriichman au Ke with the President's 


authority and he realized that the leaks 
of intelligence iio anion were of grea 
concern. : 
Howard Lat, a White 
Heuse aide then, ceme around soon 
al brwairds: he got with Air, diehns’s 
assent the cartera, false identification 
and other materials he sougist for himn- 
seit and G, era ie N tic spite ab- 
senee of th codura] 
steps anid ured 


norm le red 


by jis resus Oak when Mr. Hunt 
went bevoad reason weeks later, and 
asked fer a New York maihng addcess, 
a telephone ¢ rinye Service and use 


af the scerctary he fad nnown during 
his 2evear CIA carecr did Generel 
Cushman call aif (he arrangement and 


notify Mr. Fhyvlichinan. 
Pirst Ameriena 
While this assistance was being of. 
fered, es Vepns at White House re 
Gites ba wied fhe CEA’s Medieal Serv 
femouvor fae staff 


His protests fo 
ssessieat” of 


yyend the 


wy ys, Che second 
booed om satis eles shed taferial, he. 
fore they were sent off fo ibe White 
Heeger a 4 
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(ueshians and was kep 
learned oily recently 
which the materials were put--the 
break-in at the office of Dr. Elsbere’s 
psychiatrist. 
were impnested last year in the Water- 
gale break-in. Mr. Helms and General 
Cushman said nothing to President 
Nixon or congressmen who oversee CIA 
functions, 
Jatnes KR, 


m tae dark, Ut 
about the uses to 


Schlesinger, Mr. Helms's 


successor, and General Cushman to}d: 


what they knew of this phase of CIA 
involvement only affer Hunt carly this 
month revealed to the Watergate grand 
jury his role in the break-in al the 
psychiatrist's office. Hunt and Liddy'’s 
names had becn in the headlines for 
almost a year in connection with Watcr- 

fate, ' 

The CIA also suppressed its informa- 
tion concerning the remarkable atlempts 
of Nr. eo Mr, Ehrlichman and 
Mr. Dean to perstiade the CIA to take 
the blame for the Water gate break-in, 
Phase 2 of the CIA's invoivement, Mr, 
Welms and General Cushman’s succes. 
sor, Li, Gen. Vernon A. Walters, were’ 
asked to halt en FEI investisa ation of 

campaign contrioutions to the Nixon 
re-election “laundered” in Mexico by 

sugvesting to the FBI that its activity 
would coinpromise CIA aciivities. At tha 
titne--six days efter the Watergate bur- 
flary--Mir. lielins and General Walters 
might not have related this request. fo 
Walergate.. But numerous newspaper 


and television accounts so 
made the relationshiy ip clear, The Moxi- 
can lwoney was traced 2 the bank 
account if Flor ida of Bernard. L. Ber- 
ker, one of the five-roember team that 
brake into Waterpate, 

The atteinpt to have the CIA take the 
blame for Watergile became absolutely - 


on n afters? ards 


obvious a icw davs later when we Deen 
asked General Walters whether the CLA 


could put up bail for the arrested Water. 
gate men and pay their salaries in jail, 
She CLA resisted all (hese requests. 

Nene of (his was told to {ite President 
or congressmen by Mir, Helins or Gen- 
eral Walters. Last se and Moreh 


Mr. Helms was specif eelly asked sav. 
eral G Fs d meeting of the 
Senate Foy OPS Commit ies 
whether the juv ‘elved in Weter- 

Such inav have heen 
prompt eid by ¢ of at least four of 


thase who hae! into Valorgete that it 
was a CLA epsvation. ‘Vo these questions, 
Mr. Helms said that the 7 5 had nath- 
ing to do with the bugsing and Wiretap: 
pag of the Democratic headquarters 
and he sald that the CIA had ‘no 


ven when Hunt and L ickly 
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dent Nixon when they 

the culling cif of an F RY inv 

tigaton into Presidential or 
iélection fusxis in peters 
banks. 
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sovrees, MMi. Tk 


both he and LA. 1 
oe) A. Walters, tee CIA . 
director, were convinesd iat 


Hf, FR. Uisideman, the former 
White ee eb tei of stat, a aw ad) 
‘ ohn , 
former -I6 
Mr. Iivon, 
ithe belyest 


of eI 


Not mentioned thy RaWE 


hir. Helins was said to have 
stressed itrat Myr. Nisen’s 
name was nat enticned by 


at 
which he and General ¥ 
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rick Gray $d, former acting 
chief of the PPI, were coi 
fronted by a-situation in which 
they were dealing with Mr. 
Nixon’s two top sides. 
According te sources, Mr, 
ielms said he had assumed-- : 
us had General Wallers and- 
Mr. Guay—that such men hac 
authority — to eak for the 
President. . 
As he was said to have put 
it, “Where ca you gu?” 
My. Iielms reportedly con- 
firmed earlier reports that Mr. 


' |Gray’s conecrn reeched the 


bp 


. 


7 
ope 


telephone conversation with 
the President, the ing FR 
director told Mr. Nixon, “You 
are being w ovnded by the mea 
owrid you.” 
As far as has been aecer- 
tained, the President took no 
aa asa yesult ef Bir, 
cay’s warning, 
“it was only a few duvs 
that the Senate Armed © 


pueaTasi 
2 CRE 


cose 


stage {hat in thee curse of a 


aco 
Copy 


Wwe: 


0700100005-8 
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Fachinsdton | weekend asa 
resull of increasing reports of 
CIA involvemen “in the at- 
tempted coverup of the Water- 
safe scandal and the related 
burglary of the effice of Daniel - 
Elisberg’s psvchiatcist in an 
aile mpt t to discredit the Penta- 
gon papers case defendant. It 
is expected that Mtr. ey 
iw il testify betare the Senate’ 


yas 


LON 


Valergate hearings now fais 
sway. 
& | Bail money 
j 
| General Walters testified last 
jweek beiore the mmed Services! 
i Cov nil tee that the White! 
j Mouse had fried to persuade 


“their salaries while 
in jail. 


ine CIA to provide beil for the; 
Watergate defendants or pay! 
they es 
Later, Senator Symington! 
sald he did not think there was: 
“sny question in the world” 
that this had been a celtberate 
Hort by the White Jlouse fo! 
obstruct justice. 

He added that it was “diffi- 
cult io understand” * the propo-} 
sifion that the Pre sient had 


fo) 


{ 
al 
| 
| 


no knowledee of atfempis by: 
ton White Hoese aides to use! 
the CEA fo conceal the facts 
bebind the W alergate break-in, » 

Both At Halden ian and Mr, 
Bhrlichman—wre recently re-! 
sioned from their White House! 
p $ as they beeume ine 


> deoply implicated j in! 


reas ie c - 4 

ices oe released tesli- he | Watersaie alfrir—z are! 

dt aes cag. mony sh Telms scheduled to testify at the Wat! 
1CHARD M, HELMS Eas ' pe Stvate hearings, which are due! 
gal ai of phtine that © resume T vesday, | 

1 fund-raising y 1 oe Halderm: ae end ir, Eire antes ess AieCord. _ the: 
invelved 8 oe toe eantrie He a hac od te) involve Real Sas ciker of the! 
», said ta ha > came from po ChA in v ieriorence’ z formule) for fhe Re-election : 
Oras bane cag [fhe PBL op of. the President. and new 2 
eg throne: a Mexico City joHSt: : convicted Watersam conspira- 
hefare coming OS As Senator Stuort Symington. for, will return ivrtrer tes- 
baatly | ip the oe of Mau: ih Ma.) acung tinngny. Jie already has con- 


e  commiltce, 


pjiattieman, Min 
jad deta Wy Des 
an cue: el by the re teas nt cut sil to i 
vars as £9 e Sup to their cars’? ja 
niere cliort ie : HA te covert 
ment fo waa 
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dee of last veer’s politi- 
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WASHINGTON -- A Democrat 
once high on Lynden Johnson's 
White House staff spoke of “lep- 
_rosy"; a Republican who kept the 
financial accounts of President 
Nixon's 1972 campaign concluded 
that a political caresr “sooner or 
Jater takes the cdge off your 
values’: a former Republican Presi- 

ential candidate reluctantly said 
what he felt he had to say about 
his President and his country-- 
“Let's get going.” 


Their reactions to the Watergate 
scandals were appropriate to the 
week, In a variety of ways, the 
main actors seerncd caught in 
the elements of tragedy—men of 
substance drawn, by their own as+ 


. sumptions, into an official life, of 


as 


‘of Inve 


intrigue and deception. There was 
major news: The chairman of the 
Securities and Exchange Cornmis- 
sion resigned, Attorney General 
Desisnate Elliot Richardson finally 
named the man he wants as spe- 
cial prosecutor of the Watergate 
scandal, and the White Mouse re- 
jected any notion that President 
Nixon might resign. But what held 
attention was what became known 
about the -almosphere in which 
events have occurred in the Gov- 
ernment, ; 


The most startlin« govelopment 
transferred Henry Missinger’s name 
from the diplomatic stories to the 
Watergate stories. The intellectual, 
disciplined Harvard don scemed the 
Nixon man feast likely to become 
involved; he is, in maoy ways, 
not even in the image ef a “Nixon 
man.” He was accessible; he con- 
ducted cogent, mutuctiv respectful’ 
background talks with the press; 
he had wit: his power seemed 
earned by his hard and productive 
work. His staff worked as hard 
as he did with gieat lovalty, 


Jast week, the Federab Boreal 
ization and sveurces 10 the 
gatal that 


Justice Departiical ciel 


in 1059 Mr. Eissinser nad ashed 
for--and, With (2 Presidedts ap- 


provel, lie had oiicne wiretaps 
on his assaciates 
nides wad new 
17 persoas Wee 


ton, Phe ptinars of 


voer had cous 


‘ wait: tous eae a be 
s, White House /yycperg’s psychiatrist, 


vredepped. “Pwo. 
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felt was éndanecred after the pub- 
lication of a New York ‘Times story 
reporting, for the first time, Armeri- 
cen bombing in Cambodia, and the 
military and diplomatic considera- 
tions involved in the air strikes. 
‘The taps, White House spokesmen 
said last week, were meant to cut - 
off leaks as well as protect the 


innocent from suspicion. 


put the conduct of Mr. Kissinger 
raised disturbing questions that 
could only pain him and his ad- 
mirers. For one thing, it is not 
clear that the taps were even legal, 
let alone proper; the Supreme Court 
decisions on the subject are murky. 
it is hard for many to understand 
why they were necessary as a re- 
sult of the Cambodia story: Surely 
the Cambodians knew they were 
being bombed, though Americans 
did not know it. 

Among those reportedly buesed 
were key Kissinger associates, in- 
cluding Helmun Sonenfeldt, An- 
thony Lake, Winston Lord and 
Denicl Davidson. Why didn’t Mr.- 
Kissinger talk to them instead of 
bug them—-then cither accept their 
explanations or fire them? Mr. 
Lake, in a telephone interview with 
a Times reporter, said, “Its an 
invasion of privacy.” The taps, 
placed on home phones, recorded 
wives and children as well as of- 
ficials. Mre.Lord had no com- 
mont; Mr. Kissinger had calied him 
five minutes earlier to tell his 
phone had been tapped. 

White House spokesmen said 
that three unidentified “blabber- 
mouths” had been revealed by the 
wiretapping and eased out of Gov- 


ernment, But the taps. had other 


effects, The Government’s ¢spi+ 
onage case against Daniel FElfsberg 


ycus thrown out in part because 
the log of one of the faps could 
not be produced by the Justice De- 
partment. Lake week, only hours 
aitvr the dismissal, the logs were 
found in the office safe ef John 
LD. Ehrlichman, Mr. Nixon's domes- 
ie-policy. ezar until his resiqna- 


efion April 380. Mr. thrlichman, & 


Jawyer, had apperently not cone 
forward to help the Justice De- 
partment. lacate the logs. 

The almnosphere of intrigue also 
seided heavily on the relationship 


between the White House and the , 


Central hiteiligence Agency. It had 
already been disclosed that the 
CLA, supplied equiyment used in 
burglary at the office of Blu 
Last week, 
a mech lieac SLOLy emerzed 
fram the public eMmarics Gr Sece 


VW 


“} 


a 


WOCKS BE ie, Kb : : ret testirecny berore the Senwie 
coded having read legs Of SOME Armed Services Committee by 
capversations, but he had denied J ycehard Helms, the former C.LA. 


authorizing Gps. 

The expranatich 
dhe taps is “mitional security,” 
which the Administration sags it 


hirector, 
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yector. 
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They testified that John W. Dean 
3d, the ousted White House coun- 
sel, had asked the C.LA, to pay 
bail and salaries for those caught 
in the Watergate burglary, and that 
Mr. Ehriichman and H. R. Halde- 
man, the former White House chief 
of staff, asked for an end to an 
investigation of “laundered? Presi- 
dential campaign funds, The C.1A. 
answer was no; General Walters 
said he would resign first. Mr. 
Helms did not go to President Nixon 
at the tlme with any complaint, 
nor, apparently, did other CLA. 
officials. a 

Despite that, Senator Stuart 
Symington said: “It's hard for 
me to visualize that the President 
knew nothing about this.” A day 
ater, after sceing detailed sum- 
marieg: of the conversations be- 
tween General Walters and Ad- 
ministration officials, Senator Sy- 
mington said it was “even more 
difficult”? for him to believe the 
President. 

The President has said he knew 
nothing at all about Watergate or 
the subsequent attempts to cover 
it up. In his speech to the nation 
April 30, he said that when he 
first heard of the break-in he was 
“appalled”, that he asked Mr. Dean 
to investigate; and that he ha 
relicd on Mr. Dean's report when 
he mistakenly assured the nation 
last August that “no one in 
thig Administration, presently em- 
ployed, was involved in this very 
bizarre. incident.” He said he had 
been misicd although he had “re- 
peatedly asked these conducting 
the investigation” whether his Ad- 
rninistration was involved. 

Last week, John Dean said he 
was “flabbergasted” by the Presi- 
dent’s reference to his report and 
its import. He had never made a 
report, he said, and never spoken 
to the Vresident about it. White 
Youse ssohesmea then conceded 
there ‘had never been a formal, 
wrilten report, only a verbal ac- 
count tronstallted by Mr. Dean 
through Mr. Earlicoman, They be- 
bin speaning of “an investigative 
process” rather than an “inves- 
tigation’; if there were dcficien- 
cies, they said, they were Mr. 
Dean's. 

Mr. Dean, who has vowed he 
would not be a scapegoat for the 
coverup in) which he apparently 
participated Mnity, ha’ created one 
of the remaining major mrysterics 
of the entire scandal, Last wees, 
Federal Judge Jehn J. Sivica ac- 
cepled -cuslody Gf secret papers 
Mir, Dean took with him when he 


Cis 
sere 


_ STAT 


vas fired; their content has not 
been disclosed. 

A new name was ad¢led te 
the Watergate casualty list. G 
Bradford Cook, who had heer 
chairman of the Securities anc 


Exchange Commission for onls 
74 days, resigned. His posi 


tion had been made untenable by 
the disclosure that he had deletec 
from an S.E.C. report all mentior 
“of a secret cash contribution ¢ 
$200,000 by financier Robert L 
Vesco to Mr. Nixon's campaizn 
Mr. Cook's resignation was th 
19th from government or Repub 
lican party positions. 

For most of the week, Mr. Rich 
ardson struggicd along as th 
current symbol of Administratic: 
half-measures. He was hard-put t 
convince the Senate, that he woul 
give his special Watergate prosecu 
tor full independence 

But finally he prevailed upo 
Archibald Cox, who had been Sc 
licitor General in the Kennedy Ac 
ministration, to accept the jo 
Crew cut, aristocratic, sometim: 
autocratic, a respected professor i 
‘the Harvard Law School, Mr. Co 
lacks prosecutorial experience b: 
enjoys a reputation for stubbo: 
independence, which in the pres 
climate is priceless, Mr. Richards 
retained the right to fire him, 
need be,. but ceded to Mr. Cox ft 
authority for “all practical cay-t 
day purposes.” Most of those wi 
had doubted that every lead wou 
be exhaustively pursued seem 
satisfied that under Mr. Cox, ev: 
Mr. Nixon would not be sheitere 

¥or his part, the President~ 
practiced political counter-punch 
—seemed curiously passive; 
White House response to this cri: 
struck many politicians as fect 
"there were promises of great ac 
sibility to press, Congress, Cab 
and critics. And Mr. Nixon prope 
a 17-member, bipartisan cor 
sion to study the whole cieci 
process including such basic Gt 
tians as @ one-term, six-year pis 
doney. (See story on Page 

But study commissions, hows 
worthy their purposes, ere et. 
tional temporizing deviancy 
Nixon showed no pub STAT 
deep concern. He did not wet: 
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The Pentagon, at least so 
‘far, has managed to escape 
® the taint of Watergate that 


has engulfed much of the 
- Soverpment. But the case 
: has touched the lives of 


‘three high-ranking generals 
‘in various ways, 

- In so doing, Waterzate is 
causing cancern among at 
“ least some junior and senior 
tee ft : 

“ News Analysis 

sareer officers 
fundamenial 


and is raising 
issues about 


of dedieation to the Cem- 
mander-in-Chief,” 
general speaking about all 
high-ranking military men. 

The point is simply that in 
any administration there 
can be created a temptation 
fora President or for those 
acting in his behalf. either 
real or’ presumed, to. take 
advantaze of such dedica- 
tion and abuse it. 

It was two rnilitary offi- 
cers arine Corps Gen. 
Robert E. Cushman dr. and 
Army Maj. Gen, Vernon A. 


the role of the military man C- Walters--rather than their 


in government. 
Perhaps most importantly, 
it raises the question of 
whether senior raiitary men 
* should be lifted out af their 
' familiar service surround- 
ings and put into critical 
jobs outside the Pentagon. 
It js in such jobs, as the 
unfolding Watergate case 
dromaticaliy demonstrates, 
that miltary inen can casily 
fave severe political pres- 
sures that could compromise 
~ them, reflect poorly on their 
services, and violate the tra~ 
ditional separation of ymili-' 
tary fram political powers jn 
this countrys. 
“These gucs 


raised for 20 


oo, 


have heen 
years on a diet 
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civilian boss who sere 
leaned on first by high 


White House aides at vari- 
ous stages of the Watergate 
episode. 

Both officers at the time 
were working oulside the 
Pentagon as successive dep- 
uty directors of the Central 
Intelligence Agencics. Both 
had Jong personal hi. ‘ories 
of close associations 
Mx. Nixon, 

Cushman, in the Wears. 
had served for several years 
as a special assistant for ma- 
tional security affairs - for 
then-Vice President Nixon. 

Waltons, a skilled linguist 
and interpreter who had 
served former Presidents 


i 


says one. 


wy - 


ir 


LAY bd 


Truman and . Kisenbowet, 
wag also the man win, ac- 
companied Mr. Nixon 95 
vice-president through a 
teugh Latin American tour 
- in 1958 and had journeyed 
with him to the Azores-in 
the fall of 1971 to meet with 
Wrench President Pompidou. 
As matters turned out, 
Gen. Walters was revealed 
as one of the few heros of 
Watergale to congressional 
investigators, turning aside 
pressures and threatening to 
resign rather than compro- 
mise the CIA. 
"Gen. Cushman, believing 
he was acting on official 
White House orders, at Sirst 
supplied equipment to since- 
convicted conspirator 1, 
Sf Howard Iunt. But when, the 
demands continued, Cush- 
man, too, shut the door. 
Geeattse of their actions, 
some military men say it 
proves that the sense of 
honar of top-ranking ofti- 
eers in fact acts to protect 
the country, and the: presi 
dency when they hold these 
outside jobs, 
jut others argue that not 
every general might have 
responded as Walters cid, 
that the pressures could be 
too great, ond that the risks 
of entangling the military in 
polities are too high. 
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In the wake of the Water- 
ate disclosures and. stalf 
ignations, the President 
s called on a third rili- 
tary luan-—-four star goneral 
and Army vice-chief of staff 
Alexander Haig-—to act as 
his White House chief of 
staff to replace If, R. Halde- 
man. 

Haig’s assignment is sup- 
posed to be temporary, but 
that is not at all eertain and 
his return to the White 
House is also the cause of 
ambivalance and cohcern 
within the Army. | 

Yaig, too, has a long asso- 
ciation of working for.the 
White House, joining the 


National Security Council 
slaifas deputy to Tenry A. 
Wissinger in 1969 esa colo- 
nel aud emerging four years 
later a5 the Army’s secoud 
highest ranking officer. 

During the years Haig’ 
We as working with Kissinger, 

a number af important deci- 
Soe involving the Army 
were made by the White - 
House. 

A recommendation by for- 
mer Deputy Seeretary of 
Defense. David | Pacsard, 
widely supported through- 
out the government, to re- 
duce the statuve and switch 
the service responsibility for 
the Army’s so-called South- 
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“* Sen. Stuart Symington, 


By BARRY KALB 


Star-News Staff Writer 

Former CIA director Richard 
UM, Helms has reportedly told the 
¢ Watergate grand jury that when 
(H.R. Haldeman, John D. }hrlich- 
man and John W. Dean III tried to 
enlist CIA aid in the Watergate 
cover-up on June 23, Haldeman 
told Helms the request was com- 
ing from “higher up.” 


-. At that time, there was only one 
person at the White House higher 
than arcana and that was 
Pres sident Nixon. 


D-Mo., who as acting cha 
rman of the Senate Armed 
Services Comiaittee has 
been quest oning current 
and formerClA officials 
about CIA links with Wa- 
tergate, announced yester- 
day that he had turned 
over to the grand jury and 
Senate Watergate Commit- 
tee 11 In-house CIA memo- 
randa. They deal with con- 
versations between top 
CIA officials and the three 
White House aides 
Haldeman, former domes- 
tic counsel] head Ishrlich- 
White 


by. the White House to un- 
load major responsibility 
for the Watergate bugging 
on the CIA. 

“Also,” Symington con- 
tinued, ‘‘it is even more 
difficult for me to visualize 
that the President knew 
nothing about it.” 

One source close to the’ 
CIA-Watergate probe de-! 
scribed the memos as: 
presenting an important. 
“added fact” about one of 
the conversations. This is 
believed to be the June 23 
meeting—six days after 
the Watergate arrests—at 


ri ; : man and former which Walters was or- 
Helms, cogs ambassador to Tr 8M, House counsel Dean — dered by Haldeman, with 
made the statement to the grand petween June 23, 1972, and” Helms present, to inter- 


jury Friday, according to infor- 
mal sources. 

There was no indication that 
YWaldeman, then White House chief 


of staff, actually used Wixon’s 


February of this year. 
Withouth providing de- 
tails, informed cominitiece 
sources have told The Star- 
News they belive the mem- 
oranda contribute ‘‘added 


fere with the FBI's Water- 
gate investigation. : 
Helms’ grand jury testi- 
mony Friday, like that of 
convicted Watergate con- 
spirator James W. Mc- 


name in his unsuccessful effort to fact’’ to the suspicion that Cord's before the Scnate 
involve the CIA in the bugging and Nixon knew of the cover-up Watergate - Committce, 
cover-up, altempts. _ . was second-hand 

SYMINGTON said on “hearsay” at best, and- 


NOR COULD The Star-News’ 


' Thursday, after hearing 


both bits of testimony fail 


closed-door testimony to provide conclusive 
euees ery tee oe been from Helms, that “it is proof that the President 
able 1o asc} tain t dat the requests hard for me to visualize know of the cover- up. 
for CIA nelp were in fact coming how Nixon could have — McCord testified on Irie 


from the President. 

But menibers of Congress who 
have been reporting on conegres- 
sional testimony by Helms and Lt. 
Gen. Vernon A, Walters, CIA dep- 
uty director, have stressed that 
when requests were made by 
aides with the authority of Halde- 
man, the authority of the Presi- 
dent hiriseif was taken for grant- 
ed. 


been unaware of what was 
going on.’’ 

In a statement released 
Friday, in which he re- 
vealed the existence of, 
the memoranda, Syming- 
ton went even further: 

“T believe these memo- 
randa are highly signifi- 
cant, and my first impres- 
sion of them is that they 
appear lo verify one of my 
statements yesterday at a 
press conference, namely 
that it is very clear there 


day that in January John 
J. Caulfield, a former 
White TIouse aide then 
working at the Treasury - 
Department, had tried to: 
buy MecCord’s silence at 
the Waterpate trial and 
that Caulfield had said 
Nixon was aware of the 
attempt. 


This prompted 
House Press Secretary 
Ronald LL. Ziegler ta ence 
wrain issue a statement 
denying that the President 


White 
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Says It Is How Harder ae 

Him to Beliove Nixon Was ,.. 
Unaw fare of Cover-Up 


a a = bes 
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By MARJORU: HUNTER. <7 
; Special to fue New York ‘cimes 71 


WASHINGTON, May 18 -—<0 


wT Senetor Stuart Sviaington said 


today that new data just givens 
the’.Senate “Armed Servicescu 
Counimitlee made it “even mores: 
difficult for ie to visualizes 
the the Presidant” knew nothe? 
ing about “White House ata 
tempts to use the Central Inet: 
teligence Agency to cover up's 
the Watergs te affair, i 
The new data consist of 11° 
imemorandums of conversations” + 


——that Sen. Vernon A, Walters 


deputy director of the GLA, 
said that’ he made followi 
‘conyersations = with = While* 
‘House aides Jast June, shortly! « 
after the break-in at the Demo-" 
cratic. headquarters at ther: 
Watergate complex. 1s, 

“Senator Symington declined + 
to dis plete the exact cos 
of .th nemarandums buts 
Hees them “hishty signifi- 
cant.” 

‘We said that. he ad sen 
copics to the Senate stlec 
committee on Presidential cam © 
paign activities, which onensas 
a fulleseale inquiry intu the 
Waergete case Veeterday, and? 
to the Unhed States Attorney,* 
who is also invesi: pating that 
case. 


a 


Visited White House 
Testifyi ng yesterday befora?- 
the Senate “Armed” Services + 
Committee, General Walters & 
disclosed thet he nad recently a. 
Visited the White Hause to talc. »- 
with J. Fred Buzhardt-dr., whow 
Was nanied recently. by Presi- ” 
dent Nixon as spacial cow 
for (he Waterpate in Vestivati 
General Walters teld  t 
committee thet. at the supgese.$ 
lign of Mr. Buchards, he he nds 
turned over io t! we White House: 
fame ormemorandims he hed” 
mage iast June of his Baad y 
tians of  convers LIONS ithe 
Presidential aides, eggs 
AL the direction of the iu 
Services Cenmitlee, Gener; 
Valters retrievcd (he memor 
duns from the White House’ 
Kate Boned and: delivered, ,, 
Giea 3 lo Se uq nator &Y mineton 
he tnemarsadunis are os 
fo rreoun (, ain faron sate ext he 
sive de tail, : 2 ferries of meetin. 
that Generel W. ‘ters had taht 
about Wen atinlowlt tres 


carhey -tiApproved. For Reldase 


Cangresé sional committees, 


devel” attempc by the While: 


- Affidavit: Described 


In that affidavit, he told of 
meetings at .which three top,- 
Witte’ House aides’ HH. R, K 
Haldemin, John O. Enrlich- re 
man and John W. Dean Sd sb 
attempted to persuade the 
CALA. to cover up the Water-» 
rate nifaite eh 

The general cited meetings; 
at which he said. the C.LA. had - 
been ‘asked to persuade :thevy 
Federal. Bureau of Investipasy. 

lion. to hait aninguiry into te, 
Nixon campaign funds that had jy 
been . “Jaundered” . through case 
Mexico |" Cily bank and laters 
used, at loast i part, to fies 
nance. various undercover ac- 
tivities by the Presidential Reet: 
cicction conifer: J . ov 

He als 70 told of being asked - 


te 
" 


by Mr. Dean to pay the salari¢s -ay- 


and hall af the men caught «% 
in the Watergate: burglary, ine 
an apparent cifort Lo make ane ts 
crime seem to bo a lexitimaless 
national see munity matters s 

He said that his agency had: 
rejected both overtures, ° ets 
also said that he had sug- 
gested to Mr. Dean thet thos: 
responsible for the Watergate 


o 
oe 


al Hai be dismissed, s+ any 

Senator Symingion said yes-4o 
terday, hefore receiving “thes, 
memeranduins of conversalionahs- 


that it appeared clear to’ hinis2 
(hat there had been a “high. ta 


;House to invwalve the CALA. ir 
:covering up the Watergate. | 
A Mint by Senator ae 
e also said yesterday thats, 
General Welters and oth 
Rr and past CLA. officials 
aad festivicd thut they did nos. 
oe if President Mixon kaews 
of the attempie! cover-up of 
the Watergate afiaiy. 

However, Senctor Smyingtotlse 
added then: “ls hard tor mises 
fo visualize that the Presiden? 
Imnew nothing ahoul (bis. 

In his satement today, the 
Senator hint did not, 
saye--thiat th shave beer 
material in i mae 
orandums 
House aides” pen eee 
soid) that their requesta. te: 
CA. help were Dein meds 
with Goi Laawledgse . of chee 


<tc 
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nounced® ee inquire “fur: oy 
ther into possible C.LA. invol-, 
vement in’ “the Watergate als, 
fair, 

Senator ‘John L, McClellat 
Democrat of Arkansas, 
nounced that an Appropria iene 
subcommiltee that he heads Oy 
had invited four former White 
House aides-—Mr. Haldeman, ay 
Mr. Phrlichman, Mr. Dean an. 
David R. Young Stemto tesury 
about their. ell leged ‘demands for’ 
CLAS help in both. the Water, 
gate and Pentagon papers ae 

CLA. .oiticials, in’ the. las; 

week, “have told various Con 
precsional committees that .3 
was Mr. Young who had asked 
the agency’ to prepare a “pore: 
sonality: ‘assussmenl?- on Dy 

Daniel Elsherg, who Jater. was . 
indicted on charges involving’, Y 
his copying and inaking public * 
the Pentagon papers. ¢ 
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pressional cammiultees have an- 
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ae PSG, 
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ail an lig 

ve neh a a ai TET ha 
° whe AN EOLCLE i Al vi Le ts 
the CIA have testified that the White 
House aides exerted severe pressure 
on the CIA to block an FS3I investi- 
gation into the funding of Uie Water- 
gate burglary, and also solicited CIA 
money to pay hail costs and salaries 
of the Watergate defendants, 

Helms and former CIA Deputy Die 
rector Li. Gen. Vernon Walters testi-— 
fied they refused those requests. Dut 
they admitted the CIA did provide 
dissuises and surveillance equipment 
used in the September, 1971, break-in 
of the office of Pentagon Papers de- 


By William Claiborne 
Washington Post Staff Writer 
Central intelligence Ageneyv 
opencd its unclassified files at least 
twice to White House aide BE. Howard 
"Hunt several months after the agency 
supposedly discontinued help to him in 
August, 19714, 
Intelligence officials have testified | 
+ Ina closed House subcommittee hear- 


ing that Hunt—later convicted in the 
7 Watergate case--went to CIA head- 


The 


quarters In Langley, Va. and was al- 
lowed to examine files even after then- 
Director Riehard ML. Helms had or- 
dered thet all aid to the former White 
House consultant was to end. 

Also, the officials have testified, un- 
classified documents ona 1954 foreten 
security leak were delivered ta bint's 
White house office in October, 1971— 
two months after he had been declared 
persona non grata in the CLA. 

The CYA accommodations to Hunt 
apparently were made by lower cche- 
Jon employees without the knowledge 


of Helnis or former ClA deputy Direc- 
tor Gen. Robert Cushman. 
The decision by Helms end Cush 


man to cut off all assistance to Hunt 
‘was not disseminated throughout the 
agency,” according to Rep. Lucien N, 
Nedzi (D-Mich.), chairman of the House 
Armed Forces Subcommittee on Jn- 
.telligence Operations, 

The. disclosure that Hunt was in- 
volved with the CLA for a longer pe- 
riod of time than previously had been 
admitted by the agency came’ as two 
congressional committees announeed 
they will summon four former White 
WTouse advisers to explain attempts to 
involve the agency in covering up the 

. Watergate scandal. 

Sen. John LL. AleClellan ()-Ark.), 
chairman of the Sonate Appropriations 
Subcominittee on lateligence Opera- 
tions, said he had sent letters inviting 
John LD. Lhelichman, H.R. Gob) Halcde- 
man, dohn W, Dean JI} and* David 
Young to appear “as expeditiously as 
possibic.” ; 

Haldeman and Fhrlichman were top 
Presidential advisers before resigning 
earlier this month. Deen was Presi. 
dent Nixon's counsel) befere he was 
fired, and Young was a staff member 
af the National Security Couneil be- 
fore he resigned, 

MeClellan said the four would be 
asked fo answer charces of “grossly 
improper, if got criminal? attempts to 
set the CTA to assist key conspirators 
in the Watersate case. 

Nedsi said he, teo, planned ta eail 
the same White louse aicies to tostify, 
although he said he was “not onti- 
mistic’ abot obtaining substantial 
new information, 


fendant Daniel Elsberg’s psychiatrist. - 


They also admitted “reluc- 
tant” CIA participation in 
soihpiling a psychological 
profile on Eltsberg, 

Nedai said yesterday that 
two additional instances of 
CIA assistance to Tunt o¢- 
curred after Hehns, Siete 
Cushman in Aucust, 1971, 
put anend to the alent : 
involvement with him, 

Nevertheless, according to 
Nedai. CIA Director James 


VR. Schlesinger has testified 


that in October, 
arranged with an unidenti- 
fied CLA officer to obtain 
ineclassified doewments re. 
lating to a IfS4 seenrity 
breach case in which some 
sensitive government in. 
formation was “Icaked” in 
France, ; 

Nedzi sald 
testitied that the documents 
were delivered by the CIA 
to Hunt’s office in the White 
Uouse, Details of the Freneh 
case Were nut discussed in 
the hearing, although Neds 
said the documents were un- 
important, 

Schlesinger could nat he 
reached, 

Nedai said’ that sometime 
hefore Lunt reportedly 
made a December, 197), trip 
to Miami to prepare a sur 
velllance network jin ad- 
ranee oof the 1972 Pemo- 
cratic National Canvention, 
the furmer CLA agent agpin 


1971, Hunt 


gained fecess. to agency 
files, 
Nedai said CLA) director- 


desienate William Ff. Colby 
testified that Hant exam. 
jned resumes of retired CLA 


auerts, en are maine 
tained in the esenes’s phe. 
reel office, The resumes, 
Cotbs testified, are kept for 


ry 


reference by CES persannel 
ofteiusa When prospective 
croplovers seel: iafertiation 
ebout speeitie en-acents. 


Schlesinger” 


“that eit 


“saing into the files,” appar- 
ently in search of informa. 
tion about one ov mare per. 
sons who used tu work for 
the agency. 

Ifunt. according to the re- 
port by syndicated colun- 
nist dack Anderson, has told 
a lederal grand jury here 
that he obtained from the 
CIA the name af a locksmith 
wham he planned to reeruit 
fara Spv¥ing misston against 
the Democrats in Miami 
Beach 

Hunt told the grand jury, 
according to Andersou, that 
he and convieted Watergate 
conspirator G. Gordon 
Liddy went to Miami Beach, 
but that the locksmith Later 
turned down an olfer to par- 
ticipate in the scheme, 

Nedai said the signifi- 
cance of the two CTA accone 
modations to Hunt lies not 
in the content of the juform- 
ation obtained, but in their 
timing, 

“Aly concern was that the 
avency (officials) had experi- 
enees With Hunt thet soured 
theman him, but atiervard 
. they were assisting 
him,” Nedzi said. 

He said he is convineed 
was a case of the 
left hand not knowing what 
the 


nicht was doing.” and 
that Jteltis and Cushman 
were unaware af the eontin- 


uins involvement. 

Nedzi said in response to 
a question that his subcom- 
mittee’s review of the CIA’s 
Dudset bas been Sextremely 
cursory" to date, but that he 


‘planned — to 


look more 
sly at the agency’s ex- 
pencitures, 

He coneeded that a con- 

‘ossional oversight commit- 
tee might pinpoint CIA ex. 
penditure of sunds for do- 
mestie covert intelligence- 
gathering operations and 
put a stop to it. Lhe 1947 Na- 
lional Securities Aet, which 
created the CIA. specifies 
that the aveney shall have 
no internal security fune- 
lion, 

‘Nedzi said some of the six 
menihers of his intellicenee 
subcoinmittee have been 
busy with other work and 
with defense appropriations 
Jesistation an@ have not de- 
voted much time to intevi- 
sence appropriations or op- 
crations, He said the sub-’ 
conintitee “will very defi- 
nately become more active.” 

Meanwhile, Sen. Stuart 
Symington. (0-Mo.), acting 
chairman of the Senate Ar- 
med Services Connnittee, 
said that memoranda writ-: 
ten by Walters verify his 
conclusion that the White 
House tricd toa blame the 
CLA for | Waterzate. The 
memoranda describe White 
House meetings involving 
Helins end Walters in June, 
W872. 


sSyiineton, who said 
Thursday be found it hard 
to believe President Nixon 


Was lingware of the cover-up 
attempt. said vesterday, “Lt 
is even more difiedt for 
me to visualize that the 
President knew nothing 
about il”? 

Nevlzi said ho, 
if “dilficwit to coneeive’! 
that Mr. Nixon was jenarant 
of the SBR es fo CLA, 
but he said, Sanythins’s pos- 
silidle.”? 


too, found 
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* whether the President knew of 
the coverup attempt. 


r 


_{Very difficult to nuderstand” 


“knew nething about this.” 


Mr. Symington spoke after/bassador to Iran, Mr. Nedzi| 
a-hearing testimony from Rich-: 


evand Lt. Gen. Vernon A, Wal-: 


“ity director, and James R./ 


. Symington 


-cials, said vesterday that it is 


‘edge of attempls by 


iE Is very difficult to under- 
‘stand that could be correct,” 
‘he said. “It is bard for me to 


BALTIMORE SUN 


Approved For Release’ 2bdsi0H64 : CIA-RDP91-0090 


ton doubts Np 


£ ES H 
was tuuaware of bids te 


Syme 


By STEPHEN £, NORDLINGER . ‘break-in last June, H. ‘R. 
Washington Bureau of The Sun j]Jaldeman and John D. Ehr- 
Washinaton — Senator Stuart lichman, two top Nixon assist- 
n (D. Mo.), afterjants, asked the CIA to stop an 
hearing three days of testi-| FBI investigation of Nixon re- 
mony by present and past Cen-| election campaign funds “laun- 
tral Intelligence Agency offi- dered’? in Mexico and traced 

to a Watergate burglar’s bank 
difficult for him to believe that}account. and that John W. 
President Nixon had no knowl-;Dean 3d. _ the White — 
top White |counsel, asked General Walters 
Hotse aides to use the CIA for} Whether 


covering up the Water ate! bail for and pay the salaries of 
rrestay, P a the jailed Watergate burglars. 
‘Senator Symington told re-| Both requests were rejected by 
porters following a closed:the ClA. Se 


meeting of the Senate Armed{ 
Services Committee, of which; : 
he is acting chairman, that the: Senator Symington and Sena- 
CIA officials uniformly saiditor Henry M. Jackson (D.. 
they were ignorant about} Wash.}, another member of 
lthe Senate committee, and later 
Representative Lucien N. 
Nedzi (D., Mich.), the chair- 
‘man of a House Armed Serv- 
ices subcommittee at which 
Mr. Helis testified in the af- 
ternoon, said the CIA officials 
iindicated that they felt they 
were receiving their instruc: 
tions from the President, lo 
which the CIA reports directly. 
earns ee | Speaking of the testimony of 
visualize that the President Mr. Helms, who left the CIA 


early this year to become am- 


Jackson, Nedzi 


“AN of the witnesses stated 
that they did not know whether 
the President knew about it,” 
the senator said. 


‘said that “it was clear that -he 
ifelt he was ectting orders from 
ithe highest authority.” ; 
| For that reason Mr. Nedai 
ters, the present deputy direc-j and the two senators defended 
tor of the agency. Earlier, the | Mr. Helms's decision not to 
committee heard Gen. Robert! complain directly to the Presi- 
FE. Cushman, dr., former dep- ident, 


ard M. Helms, the former 
director of central intelligence, 


: | wary . . 
Schlesinger, Mr. lelms's suc Presidential sanction 


cessor, “When Helms was called on 

Earlier this week, in the | by Haldeman and, thrlichman 
most explicit disclosure of the} he had reason to believe their 
purported White House cov-|requests had the sanction of 
erup, General Walters said! the President of the United 
that soon after the Watergate |States,’’ Mr. Jackson said. 


1R000700100005-8 


Senator: 0 _ 
Ark.), the chairman of the 
Foreign Relations Committee, 
said he may summon Mr. 
Helms next week to explain 
why he told the committee 
nothing of the White House 
requests when he was asked at 
hearings last February and 


House|March whether the CIA was; 


involved in the Watergate af- 


the CIA cculd post jfair. 


Mr. Helms also may be 
called before the Watergate 
grand jury. Three days ago, he! 
met with the federal prosecu-— 
tors. 
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Him in 197° 


Urged Ousting Allin Watereate Casemt 
Threat to Leave F.B.I. 
Over Cover-Up Related 


By MARJORIE HUNTER 


Speciat to The New York Times 


WASHINGTON, May 17—| 
The deputy director of the Cen-| 
tral Intelligence Agency saysi 
that L. Patrick Gray 3d, then| 


acting director of the Federali./ 


Bureau of Investigation, told] 
him almost a year ago he had} 
recommended that all those in-' 
volved in the Watergate affair 
be discharged. 


e- Lieut. Gen, Vernon Walters 


% 


also quoted Mr. Gray as having 
told him that he was “prepared 
to resign” over apparent White 
House efforts to implicate the 
C.LA. and the F.B.I. in covering 
up the Watergate operation. ; 

The previously undisclosed 
points were made in a sworn 
affidavit presented to ceyee| 
Congressional committees this! 
week by General Walters but} 
“made public only today. | 

The Senate Armed Services| 
Cominitlee had released a sum-: 
mary of the Walters affidavit: 
earlier this week, but the sum- 
mary falted to mention eilher 
of these malers. 

In his affidavit, General Wal- 
ters did not identify to whom 
Mr. Gray said he had recomi 
mended the dismissals, ‘the 
break-in at Democratic head- 
quarters occurred Jast June 17, 
General Walters said that Mr, 
Gray told him July 12 he had 
recammended the dismissal of 
those responsible. 

Mr. Gray testified here today 
before a Federal grand jury 
jnvestigaiing the Watergate af: 
fair, However, he was not 
available for comment on mat-. 
ters raised by General Walters. 

tesignation of Gray 

Mr. Gray resigned last April 
27 as acting director of the 
FB. folowing disciosure that 
he had destroyed documents 
obtained from a kev con- 
spirator in the Watereate scan- 
dal after receiving them at a 
meeting with two former rank- 
ing White House officials, John 
PD. EbrHchman and John W. 
Dean dd. | 

General Wolters appeared 
agin today wt a closed hear- 
ing cf the Senate Arm: 
iees Comimitton, os 
Richard Helms, former director 


sador to dren, 


to elaborate on matters he had 
touched upon in his earlier af- 
fidavit. Mr. Helms, too, de- 
clined comment. 

Senator Stuart Symington, 
Democrat of Missouri, acting 
chairman of the committee, said 
today that all C.LA. witnesses 
who appeared before his panel 
in the last. week had “stated 
that they did not know whether 
the President” knew about 
White House efforts to involve 
the agency in the apparent 
cover-up of the Watergate af- 
fair. 

“But it's hard for me to vis- 
ualize that the President knew 
nothing about this,” Senator 
said. 

_ Reports of White Mouse at- 
tempts to involve the C.LA, and 
the FBI. in covering up the 
Watergate affairs were detailed 
in General Walters’s statement, 
as well.as in the committee 
summary released earlier this, 
week. 

Called to White House 


General Walters told of how 
he and Mr, Helms had been! 
called to the White House on 
June 23 of Jast year by Mr. 
Ehrlichraan and TH. R. Halde- 
man, at that time the Presi- 
dent's chief of staff. 

“As YT recall it,” 
Walters said, “Mr. Haldeman 
said that the Watergate inci- 
dent was causing trouble and 
was being exploited by the op- 
position.” 

Tha general said that Mr. 
Haldeman had asked him to go 
to Mr, Grav and demand that 
the F.B1, investigation into-cer- 
{ain Nixon re-election campaign 
funds “laundered” throuzh a 
Mesico City bank be called off 
on the ground that “further 


inquiries into the Mexican as- - 


pects of this matter might 
jeopardize come of the C..A.’S 
covert activities in that area.” 
The general said that he had 
done 2s he wes told, but that 
later he found that the }.B2. 
icalion would not icopare 
dice GALA, interests in Mexico 
and so informed Myr, ean at 

the Wiilte Hartse 
General Wo 
that tie White House kad con- 
ess both Une CLA. 


-lthat their actions could cause 


General . 


The gencral said that on July 
5 he conferred again with Mr. 
Gray and told him that “i felt 
that attempts to. cover this up 
or to implicate the C.LA. or 
F.B.J. would be detrrimental to 
-their integrity and a disservice 
to the President and the coun- 
try.” 

“rt would have no part in 
this and was quite prepared to 
lresign on this issue,” the gen- 
eral continued. “He [Mr. Gray] 
Isaid that he shared my views 
regarding the importance of 
the integrity of our agencies 
and -he, too, was prepared to 
resign on this issuc.” 

General Walters said that 
when he saw Mr. Gray again 
on July 12, “I said that J had 
told Dean that the best solu- 
tion would be to fire those re- 
sponsible, Gray said he had 
‘made the same recommenda- 
ition.” “ 

Appearing last week before 
Senate investigators preparing 
for the full-scale watergate in- 
quiry that opened today, Mr- 
Gray reportedly said that dur- 
ing a telephone conversation on 
July 6, he had mentioned to, 
President Nixon that there was 
some confusion about the role 
of the White House aides in the 
Watergate investigation and 


trouble for the President. 

A source close to the. com- 
mittee said that Mr. Gray had 
told that pancl's investigators 
that he had said to the Presi- 
dent, “Mr. President, you are 


being wounded by men around 
you, using the F.B.1. and the 
CLAY" ; 
However,, Mr. Gray Te- 
portedly told the Senate investi 
ators that he had not informed 
the ‘President of his suspicions 
of a “cover-up” because he felt 
it would he improper and might 
appear as if he were sceking 
guidance from Mr. Nixon. 


director of the F.B.I. last suim- 
mer following the death of J. 
dear Hoover on May 2. Presi- 
dent Nixon nominated Mr. Gray 
{o be director on eh, 17 of this 
year, but his confirmation 
borged down over the Water- 
gate disclosures. : ar 
General Walters's affidavit 
also told of being asked by Mr. 
Dean jast vear to help cover 
up Uie Watergate case by pay- 
ing bail and salaries for the 
men involved in the break-in at 
Democratic hendquarters, 

The acneral said (hat on June 
27 My, Dean called him to the 
White House and said that 


Later, os he left the begeing fined bo : 
shoe Conaral Walter RRtOY id For. Relea: 2. 200507101. CIA-RDF 9 -60907R0007001900 


gate break-in “were 


. ‘ 
My, Gray was named aching, 


bs. 
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“The rush of events has cast the impression that the 
Central Intelligence Agency, too, was caught up in the 


* crisis of governance known as Watergate and was 


somehow despoiled or suborned. But such a compre- 
hensive indictment should not be handed down casually. 
A‘eloser look at the three main episodes of Watergate- 


“CIA involvement suggests another and more complex 
1 


view. : 


In the first episode, in July-September 1971, the CIA 
was asked by John Ehrlichman to give retired CIA em- 


ployee Howard Hunt, then identified as a White House 


security consultant, technical help for an undisclosed 
mission. The Pentagon Papers had just been published. 
Ihe CIA’s legislative charter gives it “responsibility 


- for protecting intelligence sources and methods from 
* unauthorized disclosures.” and in that context the then- 


deputy director, Gen. Robert Cushman, who had long 
known Mr. Ehrlichman and who had also served as a 
personal aide to Vice President Nixon, granted tech- 
nical aid to Howard IJunt. But he was put off by 
Hunt's manner; the agency, learning that “domestic 


‘clandestine operations” were involved, cut the Hunt 


link in five weeks; General Cushman quickly informed 
Mr. Ehrlichman. The burglary of Daniel Ellsherg’s 


_ psychiatrist took place a month Jater. At the same time, 


CIA Director Richard Helms, in the same context of an 
ostensible White House investigation of security leaks, 
ordered up a CIA psychiatric profile of Mfr. illsberg at 


€-Awhite House request. His successor, James Schlesinger, 


Jater termed these missions “ill advised.” 


«In the second episode, beginning only six days after 
the Watergate break-in of June 17, 1972, top White 
House aides reportedly tried on repeated occasions to 
induce the CIA to halt an FBI probe into the “Jaundered” 
Mexican money that financed the break-in (by having 
the CIA invent a false rationale that the probe would 
compromise CIA sources); those aides then asked CIA 
to use secret funds to “go bail or pay the salaries” of 
Watergate conspirators, By available feslimony, the CIA. 


resolutely rejected these entreaties. Gen, Vernon Wal- | 


ters, the then-deputy director and also a former aide 
to Vice President Nixon, even said he would resign and 


. go to the President before so compromising the agency. 


"In the third episode, in early 1973—by then, “Water- 
gate’ was rapidiv unfolding—the White House sought 
to have the CIA receive back (knowingly) the Llsberg 
burglary materials it had blindly given Jlunt in 1971. 
The CLA absolutely refused, 


we. Watergate and the € 


So what do we have? In all three episodes, the White 
Tlouse trampled over the provision of the CIA’s charter 


" specifying that the agency function “under the National 


Security Council” and it sought to turn the CIA to 
purposes having at best a tenuous connection to the 
agency’s intelligence mandate—even the way the White 
Iflouse presented it—and at worst no connection what- 
soever. In the episodes involving the Mexican money 
and the receiving back of Elisberg burglary materials, 
successive CIA directors and their deputies stood off 
fierce White House pressure aimed at forcing them to 


violate the spirit and letter of their charter. In the 
episode involving aid for a mission whose purpose was 


‘at first unknown to the CIA, the agency recovered 


promptly when it got a better sense of what was going on. 


The further question arises of whether Mr. Helms 
should have reported, either to the President or Con- 
gress, whatever may have been his suspicion or knowl- 
edge at various times that something sour was going on. 
We submit that no final answer can be offered until 
there becomes available a fuller record not only of 
precisely what Mr. Helms told Congress last February 
and March and again in the last few days, but also of 
the steps he may have taken to protect the CIA from 
taint before he was relieved of the agency's director- 
ship. 


To establish a kind of base line, we think it ap- 
propriate meanwhile to recall a rare public speech Mr. 


_ Helms gave in April 1971, before any of the known inci- 
§ I 


dents had occurred, in which he spoke with fecling and 
sensitivity of the difficult role of a secret intelligence 
agency in a free socicty. The CIA operates “under 
constant supervision and direction of the National Se- 
curity Council,’ he said. If assumes only “normal re- 
sponsibilities for protecting the pltysical security af our 
own personnel, our facililies, and our classified infor- 


_ mation . ... In short, we do not target on American 
cilizens.” 


To the extent that the integrily of the professional 
intelligence communily may have been compromised, 
we think it necessary to look first to the White Tlouse. 
It was the men there who in their cavalier abuse of 
power and their contempt for the institutions of Ameti- 
can government—even an institution as sensitive as tl . 
CIA--tried but, it seems, largely failed to compromist | 
and stubvert the CJA. . : 
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ubts Nixen. 


Was Unaware of CIA Role 


By William Claiborne 
Washington Post Staff Writer 


Sen. Stuart Symington (D- 
Mo.) said yesterday he finds 
it hard to believe that Presi- 


dent Nixon was unaware of 
attempts by senior White 
House officials to use the 


- Central Intelligence Agency 


to cover up the Watergate 
scandal, 

Symington expressed his 
doubts after listening to 
three more hours of testi- 
mony before the Senate 
Armed Services Committee 
by present and former ae 
officials. 

« He recalled his own expe- 
rience on the National Secu- 
rity Council in 1950-31, and 
observed: “It is hard for me 
to visualize that he (Mr. 
Nixon) knew nothing about 
it.’ Sen. Henry Jackson (D- 


- Wash.) expressed a similar 


y 


view. 
The witnesses before the 
committee yesterday were 


" L~ former CIA Director Rich- 


&~ Cushman, and Lt. 


ard lIelms and his deputy in 
the ageney, Gen. Robert 
Gen. Ver- 


& non A. Walters, the ageney’s 


deputy director, 
They gave additional de- 


tails of cfforts to further in- * 


volve the avency in domes- 
tic espionage by three White 
House offficials—H. R. Hal- 
Geman, John J), hrlich- 
man and John W. Dean HL. 
The CIA officials have 
previously testified to the 
aseney’s rolo—al the behest 
of the White Ltouse—in the 
Daniel EWsberg investiga- 
tion and in additional cf- 
forts by the White JIouse to 
jnvolve the CEA in cavering 


up the break-in at the 
Democratie Party's Water- 
gale headquarters in June 


1972. 

Helms, Cushman and Wal- 
{ers have all testified, Svim- 
ington said, that they were 
unaware of the extent of 
President Nixon's knowl 
edge of these interventions. 
Hoebns has also testified, 
however, Chat apptoa ches to 
the ageney by Vihite Hause 
officials were made in the 
name of the President. 

General Walters. in an af: 
fidavit released Wednesday, 
deseribed several meetinss 


wilh Haldeman, & ‘Approved ForRe 


and Dean besinning: within 


a week after the Watergate 
break-in. He was asked in 
the course of these meetings 
tor ClA help in disguising 
the nature of the break-in. 
Furthermore, said Walters, 
Dean specifically asked the 
ageney to provide bail and 
salary payments from 
“covert funds” for the 
Watergate defendants, some 
of whom were, in Dean’s re- 
ported words, “scared” and 
“wobbling.” 

_ Walters said he told Dean 
that if CIA money were 
used for covert operations 
in this country, he wouid 
have to report it to a con- 
gressional committee that 
deals with CIA affairs. 

Walters refused to com- 
ment on his testimony yes- 
terday, but Symington said 
Heldeman apparently 
“localized in” on Walters 
and that Dean followed up 
with pressure to obtain CIA 
help. 

Senator Jackson, 
committee member, termed 
the White House effort a 
“premeditated plan and de- 
sign to use the CIA as a cov- 
erup in connection with ille- 
gal activities undertaken by 
the administration.” 

Jackson said HWeims and 
other CTA officials “had rea- 
son to believe the requests 
had the sanction of the Pres- 
ident of the United States.” 
But, like Symington, he was 
unable to offer any evidence 
to substantiate that claim. 

When asked whether 
Yelms had questioned 
Haldeman and = Evhlichman 
ahout the President’s  sup- 
port, Jackson said, “You 
don't ask those questions 
when you're a professional 
and in this kind of climate.” 

Jackson said Helms “had 
aricht to believe thal it (the 
request for 
assistance) came from 
top.” 

Symington suid that 
Helms testified that ne 
talked with Ma. Nixon ear- 
lier this year when Helms 
was appointed ambassador 
to Tran, but said that the 
subloct of Watergate did not 


also a 


the 


cover-up | 


House requests described 
Monday by Walters, and 
that no new approaches 
emerged, ‘ 

‘the source said that from 
the questioning it was obvi- 
ous that the committee 


members felt Helms and the 


other CIA witnesses “had 
done a pretty good job of 
resisting (the White House) 
under the circumstances.” 


Helms clearly made some 


accommodations to the 
White house staff, the 
source said, without con- 
necting the requests to a 


larger program of political 
espionage that had not yet 
been publicized at the time. 


However, Helms may face 
more unfriendly questioning 
Monday when he appears 
before the Senate foreign 
Relations Committee to ex 
plain why he denied at least 
three times in January and 
February that the CIA had 
been involved in Watergate 
in any way, Helms made the 
denials in hearings for his 
confirmation as ainbassador 
to Iran. 


"Several members of the 
committee are disturbed 
{that some of the stories they 
have read of CIA involve- 
mcut are not consistent with 
what they understood from 
the confirmation hearings,” 
a committee staff aide said, 

The aide said Helms will 
be asked in the closed ses- 
sion to describe all White 
House requests to the CIA 
and the domestie intell- 
gence in which if partici- 
pated, s 

While the committee can- 
nol revoke its confirmation 
of }iélns, it could turn over 
transcripts of testimony to 
the Justice Department for 
possible perjury action, or 
could even recommend ‘im- 
peachment proceedings. 

Uelms is also scheduled to 
appear before a federal 
grand jury here and befare 
the Senate Select Subcom- 
mittee investigating Water- 
gate, We may also be called 
by a Les Angeles County 
srand jury investigating the 
break-in of the office of Ells- 
here's payehiatrist. 
Jt was also disclosed ves- 
terday that Walters testified 


" Symire al 7 

ae ols a on 4 et that he reeently visited the 
Release, 2006/07/04. clAXRDPSi-00904 
pressures on the CIA) did Counsel J. Free 
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Helms communicate‘his con- 
eern to the President. 

A comni(tee source said 
that Helms’ testimony yes- 
terday was mostly an elabo- 
ration on the three White 


ec 

at Buzbardl’s 
suggestion. Buzhardt,  for- 
mer Pentagon rounsel, 
joined the White House on 
May 10. 

The memoranda, a com- 
mittee source said, were 
Walters’ recollections of the 
White House meetings in 
June with Ualdeman and 
Ehrlichman, Symington “said 
that the Armed Services 
Committrce has requested 
the documents, and that Bu- 
zhardt has said he will de- 
liver them. 

Helms appeared later in 


the day before a House ar- 


randa there 


med forces subcommittec, 
after a Chairman Lue 
cien N, Nedzi (D-Mich.) said 
the former CIA director 


“felt he was getting orders 
from the highest authority.” 
Referring to White House 
“pressures for assistance in 
domestic intelligence opera- 
tions, Nedzi said, “Jt is diffi- 
cult with the benefit of 
hindsight haw one should 


have acted under Hee LAT: 
dous pressure.” 
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MeClellan says CIA violated charter 


Washington Bureau of The Sut | As he emerged from the!from authorized disclosure.”| Meanwhile, a deposition 
Washington—Senator John L,|hearing ‘room, Senator Me:! The CIA's help was sought at| from Lt. Gen. Vernon A. Wal- C- 


U” McClellan (D. Ark.) said yes-} Clellan was asked whether he!a time of leaks of classified ters, deputy director. of central 
terday that he felt the Central) now felt the CIA had violated | information including the Pen-; intelligence. made public yes- 
Intelligence Agency had Vio-| its charter contained in the | t2gon papers, jterday, quoted L. Patrick Gray 

ed its charter i ingle. eee m me! While Senator McClellan said/3d, the former acting FDI 

lated its charter in compl¥ing | wotional Security Act of 1947 3¢ 
with requests from White %2!0nal peculty Act ol te"(ithe CIA had “made mistakes," director, as. having recom- 
House aides for materials later, providing materials to E.:the thrust of his comments imended last July that those 
used in the burglary of Daniet‘Howard Hunt, Jr, a former was to attack the top White involved in the Watergate 
former psychiatrist,| White House aide, which he‘House aides for secking the | break-in be fired. The deposi- 


Ellsberg’s . : 
Senateh McClellan, who hes-; Used in the burglary of the ‘services of the CIA. tion did not say to whom Mr. 
jtated carlier to make this in-, psychiatrist's office. | Such use of the agency was {Gray made the recommenda: | 

: tion, but it implied that it was: 


dictment, spoke after a closed! “My belief is that they Vio- of “great impropricty, if not 
three-hour meeting of his Sen-;lated it,” the senator replied.'illegal,” Mr. McClellan said. 
ate Appropriations Subcom! “Not that they did it willingly,| According to the senator, 


imade to John W. Dean 3d, thei 
‘former White House counsel, i 


mittee on Intelligence Opera-, they were asked to do it.” ‘Mr. Helms felt that he had not} General Walters also said! 
tions at which Richard M,; The law states that the CIA withheld any information about ;that he had told Mr. Dean last 
vu’ Helms, the former director of “‘shall have no police, sub-'the CIA's actions from Con- ‘June that involving the CIA or 
central intelligence, testified, pocna, law enforcement pow- gress when he was asked last FPI in the Watergate affair 
_Mr. Helms, now ambassador ers or internal security func-'winter if the CIA had been Would turn a “conventional 
1o Iran, refused to comment on tions.” The Justice Depart- involved in the Watergate af- ¢xplosion” into a “multi-mega- 


his testimony as he walked;ment has jurisdictiction over fair, _. +ton explosion.” : 
briskly out of a Senate office internal security, espionage: Mr. McClellan indicated that; According to General Wal- 
building. He will testify again and sabotage. ‘Mr. Helms lacked. knowledge ‘ters, Mr. Dean, in appealing 


today before the Senate Armed; To justify their action, some;of the psychiatrist burglary ‘for CIA help to cover up White 

Services Committee. Two days CIA officials cited another pro-‘case until recently and the'House involvement in the Wat- 

azo, he met with federal prose-; vision of the law that author-!other CIA involvements he did ergate affair, said last June 

cutors investigating the Waler:' izes the agency to protect “‘in-'not relate to the Watergate | soon after the ‘break-in that 

gate case. ‘{telligence sources and methods: affair at the time of the con- '“some-witnesses were getting 
2 : jgressional hearings. scared and were ‘wobbling.’ ” 


. fl fs h ereg ; Dei 2 
CUA l.o% WATERS YeRWON 
“ Semmes. oe 
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director of the CIA, testified on, 
Monday he had been ordered 


*) McClellan, 


“Richard M, 


Gtis iCAGO, | ILL! Approved For Release 2005/07/01 : 


SUN-TIMES, 


536,108 
709,123 


MAY 17 1973. 


‘By Thomas B. Ross 

Sun-Times Bureau 

WASHINGTON — The chair- 
man of a Senate subcommittee 


on the Central Intelligence 
Agency accused the White 


House Wednesday of violating 
the Jaw in asking the CIA to 
fake part in the Watergate 
cover-up. 

Sen. John L. McClellan (D- 
Ark.) also declared the C1A’s 
actions in going along at first 
with the cover-up were “‘possi- 
bly illegal and certainly of the 
greatest impropriety.” 
chairman of the 
Appropriations Committee and 
jis CIA. subcommittee, spoke 
out after ‘taking 3 hours of 
closed-door testimony from 
Helms, former 
CIA director and now am- 
bassador to Iran. 

Asked if the 1947 National 
Security Act, which created 
the CIA, had been violated 
McClellan replied: “My belief 
is that they (the CIA) did. But 
jt was not that they did it will- 
fully. They were asked to do 
jt. ” 

He said Helms, who refused 
fo answer reporters’ quesuions, 

ad confirmed that former 
high White House aides asked 
the CIA to take part in the cov- 
er-up. 

McClellan indicated 
had not been asked about the 
possibility he was fired as 
head of the CIA fur failing to 
co-operate fully in the cover- 
up. 


ters, deputy 


w by H.R. (Bob) Haldeman and ° 
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“White House counsel 


Helms - 


1 
' 
' 


| 


John D. Ehrlichman to tell for- . 2 


FBI Director L. 
Gray II the CIA 


mer acting 
Patrick 


would be hurt if he pushed an, 


investigation of the money 
used to pay the Watergate. con- 
spirators. 


Walters said he carried out 


the order, even though Halde- 
man had indicated it was polit- 
ically motivated, without any 
objection from Helms, who 
also attended the White Iouse 
mecting six days after the Wa- 
tergate break-in last June. 

. Walters acknowledged he 
waited two weeks before no- 


tifying Gray that the CIA had 


no involvement and even did 
£0 only when Gray demanded 
a written confirmation of his 
original message, 


Walters insisted, however, 
the CIA resisted all other ef- 
forts to get it to take part in 
the cover-up. Specifically, he 
said he rejected a request by 
Jobn W. 
Dean HI that the CIA put up 
bail and pay the salaries of 
those arrrested in the break-in. 

Helms reportedly corrobo- 
rated Walters’ testimony. 
McClellan said Helms also 
confirmed he reluctantly 
agreed to supply the CIA 
equipment used- in the bur- 
glary of Daniel Elisberg's psy- 
chiatrist and the psychological 
profile of Ellsberg requested 
by the While House. 

McClellan said he planned to 
call for testimony from Ilalde- 
man and Ehrlichman. 

Helms will appear Thursday 
hefore the Armed Services 
Committee and is expected to 
meet Friday with the Foreipn 


‘Relations Comimitte 


had absolutely no! 


the Foreign Relat 
mitiee earlier this 
cording to Sen. J. W 
bright (D-Ark.), thd 


~~ 


_ sng Sg name rer 


ne 5% 


bu, 


Bre cesta anh 


Richard M, 


Helms, former 
director of the Central In- 


telligence Agency, poses 
for pictures before speak- 
ing 10 a closed-door Sen- 
aie subcommitiee hearing 
Wednesday in Washington. 
(AP) 
teryate or any other domestic 
activities. 

The National Security Act 
limits the CIA lu foreign ope- 


rations and preseribes it from 


operating inside the 


States, 


United 
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ry _¥ ° 9 7 that committee that John Wa 
'Helms Says He Didn’t T ell vean aa teconuy sismicsea as 
es - counsel to the President, had} 

: , MOS Fg asked the C.LA. to pay the baift 

. A See R pe ee ar s oe : : 

= Nixen About Bic 5 tO CLA, land salaries of the men ing 
\ : volved in the Watergate break4 

e Vin. The request was believed) 
| By MARJORIE HUNTER ‘ . jto be an attempt to get the} 


Speclai to Pe New York Times agency to provide a “cover; 


‘ for the operation. * 
LR: hard He : . ‘ports of other C.LA, officials,]| Benatar Mrecieuah said: that: 
ichard Helms, former Director but under questioning he also,{Mr. Helms told the subcommit-: 
of Central Intelligence, was geronded his earlier denial ofjjtee today that he felt these 
quoted today as saying that he the agency’s involvement in Abcuend oe ce. Blah 
felt White House requests for in6 Watergate affair. trace Rigen een cee to 
his agency's assistance in the’ «ai. gid not relate these! : a one oe cs ‘ 
iWatergate affair had been im- events to the Watergate,” Sen:! Reluctantly’ Grante 


‘proper but that he never told ; But the Senator said that Mr.- 
President Nixon of his concern, ‘ator McClellan said. ‘Helms had admitted that he’ 
Mr. Helms, now Ambassador! ‘After all, this Watergate is!approved carlier a request of: 
to Iran, was questioned for 1a Very broad-based thing,” said'another White House aide for; 
rakes _.. senator Milton R. Young ofipreparation by the agency of a 

more than three hours today ‘North Dakota, ranking Republi-‘personality assessment” orf 
‘by a Senate Appropriations can of the subcommittee. IDr. Daniel Ellsberg, who wag: 
subcommittee that is investi. Asked if Mr. Helms had{later indicted on charges in# 
gating the Central Intelligence Known that White House re-'volving his copying and maks 
Agency’s involvement in. the guests for CLA, assistance ing public the Pentagon papers 
Wat Sate and Pentac amon Were part of an attempted on United States involvemeng 
ergate and Pentagon papers: cover-up, Senator Roman L.Jin Vietnam. 4 
cases, i Hruska, Republican of Nebras-{ Senator McClellan said that 
His testimony was not made! ka, replied: “He didn’t and, in'Mr. Helms “did not think thi¢ 
public and he refused to answer! fact, they werenml. ‘lhe so- quite proper” but that he “rey 
-Iquestions as he emerged from: called Mexican laundering op- luctantly” granted the request 


WASHINGTON, May 16 — 


a 


~ 


che heasne eration did not relate in any because it had come from thd 
t ae taciatian way to the bugging of Demo-:White House. 4 
Senator John L. McClellan, eratic headquarters.” . Senator McClellan said thag 


Democrat. of Arkansas, who is! ‘The Mexican “Jaundering’ine felt that the C.LA.had vives 
chairman of the investigating: incidént involved Nixon re--lated the National Security Act 
panel, said later that Mr. Helms ‘election campaign funds that;by becoming involved in the 
had expressed concern over re. had been channeled through a:Elisbergz case. The law forbids 
F ated attempts of White: Mexico City bank and later:the agency from cngaging. in 
pe : IDES “fused to finance various opera-.internal security oneratiar 
House aides to involve the! tions connected with the Water. 2" ey 
C.LA. in the Watergate affair. gate affair. 
; Asked if Mr. Helms had con: ; Nixon Aides Involved 
wweyed his ese 1S TRE Peek 7 Lieut. Gen. Vernon Walters, 
dent, Senator McClellan replied: deputy director of the Central | 
“No. He did not fecl at that, Intelligence Agency, told -the 
time that he should go to the jSenate Armed Services Commit- 
President about it. He did not ;{ee earlier this week that two 
want the C.LA. involyed.” IWhite Tiouse aides, H. R, Halde- 
. gates : ‘man and John D. Ehrlichman. 
Mr. Ifelms had told the Senate fhad asked the agency to call 


Foreign Relations Commitice joff an investigation by the - 
earlier this spring, at his con- a a ee 
firmation hearings on the am- lrunds in the interest of Aone 
basadorial post, (hat the intellié isccurily. ae 
gence agency had not been ins -General Wallers also told: 
volved in the Watergate affair. : 
Since then, however, other 
present and former officials of 
the agency have told Congres- i 
‘sional committees that the agen- 
cy provided assistance ta the; 
| 
| 


White House in two incidents 
involving the Pentagon papers 
case and Was approached other 
times by White House aides in| BiNitedieved an eratanal 
apparent atlempts to cover up, Richard Helms, exeC.L.A. chief, at a Senate hearing 
events iavalving the hreak-in off. 
Democratic headquarters at the 
i Watergate complex last year. 
Mr. Helms confirmed the re- 


i 
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‘Ae ee i 
To Pressure CIA 


By William Claiborne 
Washington Post Staff Writer 


Sev eri high White House 
aides invoked the name of 
President Nixon when thes 
asked the Central Intclii- 
Bence Agency to help cover 
up the Watergate scandal 
and assist kev conspirators. 
Sen. Jolin lL. MeCtellan (- 
Ark.) disclosed vesterday. 

For that reason. Me: 
Clellan ‘said, Richard MM, 
who was then CLA 
director, and other intelli- 
gence officials did not in- 
-form either Congress ar the 
President about the re- 
quests. 

MeClellan said they 
“wanted to go as faras they 
could to accommodate the 
President” because the re- 
quests had come from such 
high offices of the Executive 


~ Branch. 


“Some things went too far 
and they put a stop to it,” 
MeCiellan said after lsten- 
hours of testi- 
mony by Helms in a closed 
Senate Appropriations suwb- 
committee hearing. 

» Helms, who is now ambas- 


sador to Iran. emerged fram 


the hearing room with his 
jaw tightly clenched and 


bored through a crowd af 
newsmen to a waiting car 
without making a comment 
first of at least 
three = scheduled — appear- 
ances before Watergate-reld¢- 
ted investigating panels. 

3ut MeClellan later re- 
viewed Helms’ testimony, 
and then angrily accused 
the White House of violat- 
ing the National Security 
Act by trving to) pressure 
the CLAY into covering up fi- 


nancial manipulations can- 
nected with Watergate. 
teferrine to the 1947 act 


that prohibits the CLA frem 
domestic intelligence 
MeCletlan said. "im 
fied the CIA made amis. 
take, Vin satisfied that the 
CIA was imposed upon.” 
MeClelan also implicitly 
ertticized Fielms for his. si- 
Jence ever oa lwo-veie pe- 
riod, saving thal when it be- 
eame obviaus 
being passed aver the 
agoney” the former CLA di- 
rector had an opportunity tu 


satis: 


“a cloud was 


J igeney provided EF. 


work, : 


sures brought to bear by the 
White House. 

But he reserved his most 
stinging criticism for former 
presidential aides HET. (Bob) 
Haldeman, John D. Ehrlich- 
man and John W. Dean [1], 
calling the'r actions “beyond. 
impropriety.” 

Two major While Ifouse 
requests of the CIA to assist- 
in) apparent conspiracies 
were mei, McClellan. said, 
and a third was refused. 
Only one of the three re- 
quests, he said, was person- 
ally approved by Helms, and 
that was done “reluctantly.” 

“Alr. Helms and his assist- 
ants were seriously imiposed 
spon and they undertook to 

‘mitigate those impositions 
by doing as Uttle as they 

could, and finally they did 

refuse,” MeClellan said. 

The first CIAlinvolvement 
with Watergate figures, Me- 
Ciellan quoted Helms as tes- 

- tiftying, occurred when the 
Howard 
Hunt and G. Gordon Liddy 
with disguises, burglary 
tools and electronic surveil- 
‘lance equipment that were 
used to break into the: of- 
fices of Pentagon Papers de- 
fendant Daniel HISPERES 
psychiatrist. 

AMeClellan said Helms cid 
not know the equipment had 
been provided--at| Ehriich- 
man’s request—until “some- 
linte Jater, when Hunt bevsan 
makings more requests tor 

“CIA assistance. 

Helis, according to Me- 
Clellan, ordered — former 
Deputy CIA Director Gen. 
iohert E. Cushman to stop 
providing  cquipment — to 
litt. 

MeCletlan said the next 
reattest came when David L. 
Young, a National Security 
Council staff member, asked 
the CLA for a psycholosical 
prove on ENsbers, 

Hetms “reluctantly went 
along’ with that requeal, 
Mewiellan said, even thaugsh 


/ he didn't think it was quite 


proper by 
BOULrCE” 


teasoen ol the 


robs 


* swarn 
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H uty, Lt. 


2Vuos 


stateme 


information to a special 
. White House seeurits: squad 
ealled “the plumbers,”: and 
for that reason the burelary 
of the psychiatrisi’s office 
was planned by Hunt and 


_ Liddy. 


The third White House at- 
tempt to involve the CIA in 
the Watergate scandal: was 
made last June 23 by Halde- 
man to Helms and his dep- 
Gen. Vernon Wal- 
ters, McClellan said. 

MeClelan said Helms tes- 
tified that Haldeman 

“suggested to him that Gen. 
Walters go to see the direc- 
‘tor of the FBI and ask thein 
to call off the investigation 
into the Mexican moncy 
journey.” : 

He was referring to the 
$100,000 check that was 
“laundered” through a Mex- 
jieco City bank, proceeds of 
which ended up in the safe 
of Nixon fund-raiser Mau- 
rice H. Stans. The money’ 
figured in bankrolling the 
Watergate break-in and 
other political espionage op- 
erations of the Committee 


for the Re-clection of the 
President, 
Walters testified before 


another Senate subcommit- 
tee an Monday that he told 


Dean three days later that 
he would resign if ordered 
by the White House to com- 
promise the CIA in the 
Watergate case. 
“McClellan said yesterday 
that it was Helms who or- 
dered: Walters not to get in- 
volved in asking Acting FRI 
Direetor L. Patrick Gray lo 
eover up the probe. Ale 
Clelian said Helms was con- 
vineed that) the FBI investi- 
gation of the Mexican con- 
nection would not interfere 
with the CTA's operatives in 
Mexico, which he said had 
been suggested by lalde- 
man. : 
MeCieian 
man L. Hruska (R-Neb.) re- 
peatedly emphasized Helm's 
reluctance lo become in 
valved in a Watergate caver: 
up. Anather subcommittee 
member, Sen, dohn Lastore 


~(D-R.1), described Helms as 


“quite hint that his reputa- 
tion has been tainted after 


tbu : Ort resid ; . 4 z S 
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and Sen. Ro-' 


However, when asked why. 


’ elms did not take his con- 


cerns to President Nixon 
while his agency was alleg- 
edly being pressured by 
Haldeman and Ehrlichman, 
McClellan said: 

“He remained = silent 
He didn’t feel that he was 


called on to go to the Presi-: 


dent. Ile didn’t want the 
CIA involved.” 

When reminded that in at 
least three confirmation ap- 
pearances before the Senate 
Forcign Relations Commit- 
tee last January and Febru- 
ary Helms flatly denied any 
CIA involvement in Water- 
gate, MeClelan ‘said. “He 
did not relate this to the 
Watergate.” 


Hruska chided reporters 


for attaching the 
“Watergate” label to every 
allegation of White House 
misfeasance. He claimed 
that at the time of the con- 


firmation hearings Helms 
did not connect the requests 
made to the CIA to the 
break-in at Democratic Na- 
tional Headquarters, 
MeClellan coneeded that 
he “didn’t intend to put 


(Helms) through the grill” 
during the hearing. He said 


that he and other subcom- 
mitfce members had little 
‘time to prepare questions 


and that Elelms was testify- 


ing mostly from memory. 

However, McClellan said 
he probably will scek more 
testimony from Helms at a 
future date. Me said he also 
planned ta seek testimony 
from Haldeman, £hrlichman 
and Young. 

Hehns, 
scheculed tuo testily at 10 
a.m, today before the Senate 
Armed Services Committee 
end sometime later before 
a iederal grand jury here 
and the Senate Select Sub- 
commiltee investigating the 
Watergate scandal. 


meanwhile, is. 


continued 
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By OSWALD JOHNSTON 


Star-News Staff Writer 


White House aides seek- 


_ing to enlist CIA aid in 


-covering up the Watergate 
‘case last summer tried to 
‘pet agency officials to pay 
“scared” and ‘‘wobbling” 
witnesses from top secret 
‘funds, apparently to hide 
‘their connection with the 
‘Nixon re-clection cam- 
‘paign, a top CIA official 
‘has charged. : 
According to an affida- 


“Vit by the CIA deputy 


director, Lt. Gen. Vernon 
A. Walters, prepared Sat- 
urday and made available 
late yesterday, former 
White Flouse counsel John 
W. Dean HI specifically 
asked that “‘covert action 
funds" be used to pay bail 
costs and salaries for the 
Watergate burglars. 

Use of funds earmarked 
for foreifn “covert 
actions’’ normally. re- 
quires a directive from the 
President himself. Dean 
“much taken aback,” 
Walters reported, when he 
was told CIA funds could 
not be used for domestic 
purposes without specific 
approval by Congress. 


ACCORDING TO Wal- 
ters’ affidavit, which in 
most respects parhl- 
leled his closed-door testi- 
mony in recent days be- 
fore a Senate committee, 
DYean made this request 
June 27, 1972 -—~ 10 days 
after a team of five headed 
by a former CIA agent was 
discovered inside Demo- 
cratic party headquarters 
at the Watergate here. 

during the meeting, 
Walters said, Dean 
“reviewed the Watergate 
case, saying that seme 
witnesses were petting 
scared and were 
‘wobbling.’ To scid that no 
matter how seared they 
rot, they could fet invalve 
the CTA because it was not 
involved in the busing: of 
the Waterpate," 

Dean then made his 
request: ‘Ele then ask ed i 
the CHA could not Al 


bail and pay the Abptay Is! 


Agency Rejecte ad Plea 


ammemorandur, 


WASH 
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salaries while U they were in 
jail, using covert action 
fends for the purpose.” 


IN MARKING the re- 
quest, Dean was asking 
the CIA deputy to draw on 
a top secret fund which is 
specifically committed in 
the CIA's budpecet, itself 
highly classified, to clan- 
destine operations ovecr- 
seas. , 

The covert action fund is 
under the jurisdiction of 
the deputy director of 
plans, the agency’s de- 
partment of “dirty 
tricks,’’ and is used for 
such secret operations as 
bribing candidates or vot- 
ers in clections and med- 
dling more violently in the 
domestic affairs of other 
nations. The 1961 Bay of 
Pigs invasion of Cuba, the 
1953 coup that restored the 
Shah to contro] of Iran, or 
the more recent clandes- 
tine war in Laos were all 
eligible for funaing from 
the covert action fund. 

Under CIA operating 
regulations, set forth in a 
series of higvhlv classified 
Memorandums handed 
down by the National Se- 
curity Councils of succes- 
sive presidents, covert 
action operations and thei 
funding must be cleared 


by the top-secret ‘‘Forty 


Comniuttee” in the White 
Mouse. 


THIS COMMETTES, 
nained after a numbered 
National Security Council 
is the suc 
cessor to the similarly 
named 303 Committee.”' 
It is compose«. of repre- 
sentatives from CYA, the 
State Department, the 
Defense Department and 
the Joint Chiefs and is 
chaired by Heory A. IKis- 
singer. If is responsible for 
approving all clandestine 
operations by CIA opcra- 
tives, and it carries the 
express authority of Presi- 
dent Nixon. 

Walters rejected Duan’s 

rguesr out of hand. Wis 
affidavit continues: 
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out of the question. It 


DETON STAR 


would impheate the agen- 
cy im something in which it 
was not implicated.’’ He 
added, in an evident refer- 


ence to the’ Forty 
Committee: ‘Any such 
action by the agency 


would imply an order from 
the highest level; and I 
would not be a party to 
any such action.” 


He also pointed out that 
using the covert action 
fund for a domestic opera- 
tion would violate another 
CIA regulation designed to 
keep the agency, which is 
governed by the National 
Security Act of 1947, out of 
internal security opera- 
tions. When the CIA spent 
money for operations in- 
side the United States, 
Walters explained, ‘'We 
had to report this to the 
Oversight Committees of 
the agency in Congress,” 


THIS WAS a clear warn- 
ing to Dean that the White 
House proup he represent- 
ed, which included If. R. 
Waldeman and John bl. 
Ehrlichman, could not rely 
on a CIA cover to hide 
payments to the Water- 
gate burglars. It evidently 
dismayed Dean. 

‘We was much taken 
aback by this.’’ Walters 
yeports, adding that Dean 
at Jenpth agreed that “the 
risks of implicating: the 
CIA and FBI in this matter 
would be cnormous."” 

Walters added: “TI said 
that what was now a pain- 
ful wound cowd became a 
mortal one. What was now 
a ‘conventional explosian 
could be turned into a mul- 
ti-megatan explosion.’ 

Dean's request for cov- 
ert funds to pay the Water- 
pate suspects was evident- 
ly the second part of a 
White House effert to en- 
list the CIA in covering up 
the source of funds for the 
Watergate team's fi- 
HANCES, 

Karher, accarding to the 
Walter's affidavit and to 
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Senate testimony made 
public in recent days. 
Waldeman and Ehrlich- 
man had tried to order 
CIA interference in an FBI 
probe of campaign funds 


which had been 
‘“Taundered’’ through a 
Mexico City bank. 

Meanwhile, in a continu- 
ing probe of CIA responsi- 
bility in the case, former 
CIA Director Richard M. 
Helms faces two commit 
tees today: Sen Stuart 
Symington of M ssouri’s 
Armed 
tee, where Walters made 
his disclosures earlier this 
week, and Rep. Lucien N. 
Nedzi of Michigan’s intelli- 
gence subcommittee of 
House Armed Services. 

Helis yesterday report: 
edly told a special subcom- 
mittee of the Senate Ap- 
propriationus Comrnittee 
chaired by John L. Mc 
Clellan, D-Ark., that he 
had been concerned by 
what White House aides 
were ordering the CYA to 
do in covering up Water- 
gate, but that Helins made: 
no effort to warn Presi- 
dent Nixon what was going 
on. 

Helms, currently ambas- 
sador to Iran, has been 
recalled from his post to 
explain CIA involvement 
with White House staff 
operations, Ie will be on 
call for further testimony. 
McClellan said. 

The Senator said that 
three White THouse aides 
insplicated in’ administra- 
tion efforts to involve the 
CIA in domestic opera- 


tions would be called on to 
testify: Ilaldeman, Ehr- 
00005-8 
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Services Commit- ° 
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Patrick Gray and should fe 


Mr. Gray that if the FBI pur- 


sued an investigation of cer-, 
tain funds 
nected 
case, this inquiry would com- 


in Mexico, con- 


with the Watergate 


promise certain CIA activities 


and resources in Mexico. 


‘““Mr. Haldeman specifically 


that only General Walters Visit 


ve : ie 1 v8 bypassed General Walters’s su- 
bur lay Sg ) peti. Mr. Helms, in asking: 


.By STEPHEN E. NORDLINGER we 


ny : Washington Bureau of The Sun 


‘Washington—Lt. Gen. Vernon A, Walters, the 
Spats director of central intelligence, has testified 
that the White House tried to persuade the CIA last 
year to provide bail for the men arrested in the Water- 
gate break-in or pay their salaries while they were 


in jail. 


General Walters also said that the White Has 


sought to persuade the CIA to 
use jts influence to block an in- 
vestigation by the FBI of about 
$100,000 in bank drafts and 


’ cash channeled through Mexico 


to the Nixon re-election cam- 
paign as anonymous contribu 
tions. 

These funds were believed to 
have ended up in the safe of 
Maurice H. Stans, the chief 
Nixon fund-raiser, for use in 
political espionage. 


Senate testimony 


‘This testimony, which provi- 
ded the first details of the 
efforts of H. R. Haldeman and 
other top members of the 
White House to enlist the CIA 
in the Watergate coverup, was 
disclosed in a summary of 
General Walters 
made Mondav before the Sen- 
ate Armed Services Commit 
tee. } 
The summary was released: 
as a statement by Senator! 
Stuart Symington (D., Mo.). | 
the committee's acting chair-! 
man, at a crowded news con. | 
ference. 

Commenting on the disclo 
sures and = whether 


amounted to a deliberate} 


White House effort to obstruct PAfelms, his superior as director 


justice, 
said: 

“YT dont think there is any 
question in the world labout 
that].” 

General Walters alsa ap- 
peared during the day hefore 
the Watergate grand jury and 
presented an affidavit thal out- 
lined the White House ap- 


Senator Symington 


proaches to the CIA “Apprdved 


steps taken to reject the re-! 
quests, which General Walters 


they. 


and {hat it had been ected 


said would have compromised 
the agency. 

His testimony indicated, 
however, that the top officials 
of the CIA knew of a possible 
White House attempt {o con- 
ceal its involvement in the 
Watergate case 1] months ago 
but ‘kept their silence even 
through the trial in January. 

Defending the CIA, Senator 
Symington said the officials 
deserved ‘great credit” for re- 
sisting the White House. And 
he said that as members of a 
covert organization these offi- 
cials ‘fare not too anxious to 
turn in their own agency 
{when it is]Junder instructions 
from the top of the President's 
staff,” 

Mr. Haldeman, who resigned 
as the White House chicf of 
staff; John D. Ehrlichman, 
who resigned as the Presi- 
dent's chief domestic adviser, : 
and John W. Dean 3d, the fired: 
White House counsel, were all: 
implicated in the purported} 

coverup by the Walters testi-| 
mony. 


White House mecting 


According to General Wal- 
ters, he and = Richard M. 


of central intelligence and now 
Ambassador to Iran, were 
asked to meet at the White 
House fast June 23, six days 
after the Watergate break-in. 
with Mr. Tlaldeman and Mr. 
iehrlichrnan. { 
General Walters said that{ 
Mr. Haldeman told him ‘ih 
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that he, Walters, should fo to: 


Mr. Gray,” the summary of 
the Walters testimony said. 

An‘ immediate appointment 
was made with Mr. Gray, and: 
General Walters conveyed the 
information from the White 
House, without naming Mr. 
Haldeman or Mr. Ehrlichman. 

However, on returning to.the 
CIA office in Langley, Va., he; 
discovered that the FBI inves- 
tigation of the Mexican finan- 
cial matter would not compro- 
mise any CIA clandestine ac- 
tivity, the general said. 

According to the testimony, 
Mr. Dean called General Wal- 
ters three days later—June 
96—and asked him to come to 
his office to discuss the Halde- 
ran-Ehrlichman request. Gen- 
eral Walters said he informed 
Mr. Dean that the CIA would 
not be compromised by the 
‘FBI investigation. 


Called again by Dean 


| At the same time, General 
Wallers said he informed Mr. 
Helms of the situation and won 
his approval for his handling 
of the matter. 
The next day—diune 27--Mr. 
Dean called General Walters 
again to meet him at 
White House. At this meeting, 
General Walters said Mr. Dean 
asked “if there Was some way 
the CIA could go bail or pay 
the salaries of the individuals 
-aceused in the W raterpate case 
while they were ip jail.” 
' According to the Symington 
summary, General Walters tes- 
tified that such expenditures 
would require approval of the 


‘House and Senate cominittees| | 


‘that oversee CLA activities. 


“Ceneral Walters stated that 
ihe told Mr. Dean that lo spend | 
ltunds in this way would impli- 
cate the agency and that hey 
General Walters, was prepared 


ty resi¢n rather than to doi 
this.” the statement said. 
For a third time, Mr. Dean 


called General Walters to the! 
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the | 


/was 


White House—June 28—to as 

“df there could have been some 
CIA involvement [in the Wat- 
ergate case] that General Wal- 
ters did not know about,” the 
summary said. 

“At one point in the conver- 
sation, according to General 
Walters, Mr. Dean asked if 
General Walters had any 
ideas, and General Walters re- 
plied, yes, that anyone who 
responsible should be 
fired,” the statement said. 

General Walters then said he 
rejected any CJA involvement 
and, if ordered to do so, he 
would ask to see President 
Nixon ‘and to explain to him 
how dangerous he thought such 
an action would be.” 

July 6, 12 days aftcr the 
meeting with Mr. Haldeman 
and Mr. Ehrlichman, General} 
Walters received a call from} 
Mr. Gray, who reportedly re- 
fused to halt the investigation 
of the Mexican financing oper- 
ation unless he received a let- 
ter from the CIA. 

General Walters said he ‘sia, 
Mr. Gray the next day that no! 
harm would be done to the: 
CIA and, elaborating, informed’: 
him of the details of the Halde-' 
man-Ehrlichman meeting, 


Call to Nixon 


At this time, Mr. Gray told! 
Senate investigators, he called’ 
President Nixon and told him 
of “confusion” between the 
CIA and the FBI, blaming the. 
problem on “either ‘careless- 
ness or indifference of White 
House personnel” and warned 


continued 


tor James W. McCord that the 
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By Jim Sa. iOS | 


Ehicaso Tribune ‘Press Service 


WASHINGTON, May 
The deputy director 
Central Intciligence 
has testified that former While 
‘House aices H.R. Haldeman, 
John D. Ehrlichman, and John 
W. Deen sought CIA assist- 
ance in a coverup of -the 


be 


15-— 
of the 


4 Watergate bugging. | 


- The testimony of Lt. Gen. 
“Vernon Walters, given before 
a Senate cummittce yesterday, 
is the first hard evidence from 
persons other than Watergate 
participants . that Haldeman 
and Ehrlichman were linked 


-Wallers’ testimony -corrob- ° 
rates Dean's statement that he 
was acting under orders. It 
_ also suprorts an ailegalion by 
convicted Watergate conspira- | 


White House attempted to | 
blame the W afergate break-in | 
and wirclapping on the CIA. 

WALTERS’ statements also | 
Bive new credence to a state. 
ment by McCord that former 
CIA Director Richard Helms 
was ousted because he refused j, 
to cooperate, * 

“Helms was in Washington to- 


day and was interviewed by the | 


Watergate case prosecutors. 
“Walters’ Senete testimony 
was released today as he pre- 
pared to tell the sarne storv to 
‘federal grand jury. The spe- 
cial Senate Watergate commit- 


tee went on record in favor of. 


limited immunity for Dean 
when the Watergate hearings: 
begin Thurs: ° 


The exténsion of immunity 


‘to Dean nust be channelled 
thru the Justice Department to 
United Suntes District Court, 


“but the ‘cour 
commiltcs’ 5 Wee 


Comr ening on Walters’ 
allecatisns,. fen. 


Stuart Sym- 
ington {D., Mo.!, chairman of 
a socical 


commiiltee juvest- 
galing possible 


f cannot deny the 
“ert. 


CIA involve- 
ment in the Watergate affair, 


said, “reve is no question in 
the world that Haldeman, 
Ehrlichman, and Bean ov 
doing their 


ro 


justice. 


Agency | 


ACCORDING TO a stunma- 
ry of Waters’ testimony re- 
leased by Srmingron, Walters 
sand He:ms were calied to the 
White Heuse on June 29, 1972, 
five days after the Watergate 
burglary. They 


Eurlichman that 
gate in ident might be e: xploit- - 
ed by the opposition . 


gucted Haldeman as saying, 
that Walters should go to L. 
Patrick Gray, acting Federal 
. Bureau of Investigation direc- 


tor, and tell him that the FBI’ 


should not invez.igate certain 
Mexican campaign funds used 


T - in the Watergate burglary be- 
directly to the coverup. : ; 


cause jl would “compromise 
certain CIA activities and re- 
sourees °1 \lexico.” 

The money in question is two 
bank drafts which tstal £89.¢09. 
Investigators have said the 
money represents donations 
waich were passed thru a 
Mexican bank as part of an 
cperation to hide the donor's 
identiLly. 

Walkers said ig relzyed the 
information to Gray but told 
him he haa been avsed to give 
him that message by White 
Wouse ofticials. 

Wailers saic he iater discov- 
ered that the investigation 
woud not compromise any 
CIA assets. . 


THREE DAYS | later, 
June 26, Waliers said, 
telophoned by 
told that 
youcn for 
speak to Waltess about Water- 
gale. Walters said he then 
called Enriichman = who 
him he could speak with Dean. 

Lacer in the afternoon, 
ters said, he went to see Dean 
at the White: House and told 
him that the ageney was not 
compromised in any way 
the Watergate bugging. despite, 
what Haldeman and Bhrhch- 
man said. 

Walters sald he returned to 
the CIA, relayed his conversa- 
tion with Dean te Deims, and 
was toid by Helms that he had 


on 
he was 
Dean and was 
Ehrlichman woud 


by - 


‘CIA boss links. Nix CON Gi 


reportedly — 
were told by Haldeman and - 
“the Water-- 


| the CIA could go bail or 
It has been decided, Walters ! 


bbe ‘CIA- RDP91 -0090}1RO000700100005-8 


handled the situation correct- 
ly. Walters said he constantly . 
checked with Helms auring: 
the next several weeks con- 
cerning subsequent ‘contacts . 


with the White House. 


27, 


ON JUNE Walters testi- 
fied, Dean summoned him to 
the White House again and 
-asked “if there was some way : 
pay 
the salaries of the individuals 


‘aecused in the Watergate case 
i While they were in jail.” Wal- 


iters said 


he told Dean this 


-could not be done and that he 


Nean's authority to : 


told . 
unless he 


Wale - 


~tempts 


wouid resign rather than do it, . 


IN A THIRD conversation 
With Dean on June 28, Wakers | 
testified, he told Dean that he: 
[Walters] would have no part i 
in compromising the CIA ini 
something in which it was not ; 
involved. lf ordered to do so, , 
Walters said he would ask to: 
see the Presicént. | 

However, Wallers did not | 
sce the President, Symington 
said, and neither did any othet , 
CIA official who has testified.» 
Symington said the CIA offi- | 
cials have a direct responsibil- 
ity to the White House and did - 
nat go to the President be- : 
cause “When the No. 1 man! 
on the President’s staff tells 
you to do semething, you do, 
it. 

Walters said he finally told 
Gray that the FBI investiga- - 
tion would not endanger CIA 
assets ang that the CIA was 
totally unconnected with the. 
Watergato matter. He said 
Gray had telephoned him on 
July 5, stating that the JBI. 
could not stop its investigation 
received a Iciter 
from Walters or Helms re-. 
questing it, “4 


I WAS GN the following 
day, July 6, that Gray has | 
said he‘ persanatly told the 
President that White House . 
aides were ‘confusing’ his at- 
to investigate the 
Waterga oe care. 

Gray has said that after the 
July 6 converss tion he encoun. * 
tered no further trouble from 
Dean _and other White 


the 


aes, OUg 


2 I! 
Yon 


rm erin) Ty , 
coveru ; 


cay 
fis 


“i supsequent meevines with Wal- : 


-ters and other CIA executives . 


he received infomation regard- 


ing CIA assistance to two oth- 
er White House aides, E. How- 
ard Hunt and G. Gorden Lid- 
dy, in preparing for a du-gla- 
ry at the office of Daniel Ells. 
berg’s psychiatrist. 

Symington said that Helms 
apparently supported Walters 
in his efforts to keep the CIA 
out of the Watergate case unit] 
he left the agency for an am- 
bassador’s post. In early Feb- 
ruary of this year, Symington 
said, Walters told: James 


ow" 


Schlesinger, the new CIA di-c<- 


rector, 


about the White House 
efforts. : 


WALTERS SAID Dean had 
telephoned Schlesinger ‘and 
asked if the CIA could get 
back from the FBI the materi- 
al which it had delivered con- 
cerning the CIA‘s relationship 
with Hunt and Liddy. 

On the same day, a separate : 
set of public hearings by the : 
special Watergate investigat-_ 
ing committee will begin. 

The Watergate committee ; 
also voted today to seek simik : 
iar immunity for a 
identificd as Roy Sheppard, | 
whom sources identified as the | 
man who helped clean out the | 
White House otfice of Hunt fol- : 
lowing the Watergate burgla-: 
ry. 

Sheppard was identified as ! 
the so-called, “mystery client" 
of Washington attorney Peter. 
Wolfe. Wolfe has give an affi- 
davit saying his client took 
eight cartons of material, 


cluding detailed plans for th® 


, burglary, from Hunt's office. 
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Dean Rerertedly Ask 
CIA to Post 


ec 
Bail fox 5 


_ Request Was Made for Tinose Arrested at 
the Watergate, Intelligence Official Says 


BY RUDY ABRAMSON 


Times Staff Writer 


WASHINGTON — Pres- 
fdential aide John W. 
Dean HI called the deputy 
director’ of the Central In- 
telligence Agency to his 


office 10 days affer the 
Watergate break-in and 
askecdl whether the CIA 


va 


- year after James R. 


Y 


could post bail or pav sala- 
ries for the five arrested 
men, Sen. Stuart Syming- 
ton (D-Mo.) said 'Tues- 
day. 

Lt. Gen. Vernon A. Wal- 
ters, who had been at the 
CIA only six weeks, was 
reported to have tald Dean 
that such actions would 
implicate the CLA and that 
he would resign rather 
than approve them. 

At a press conference 
Tuesday Symington de- 
tailed a series of contacts 
between the ClA and 
Dean, John PD. FEhrlichman 
and H.R. Haldeman after 
the Watergate arrests. 

According to Symington, 
Walters testified that the 
first contact came only six 
days affer five men were 
caught inside the head- 
quarters of the Democrat- 
ic National Committee and 
the last was carer this 
schie- 
singer became the new 
CIA. director, 

The last request was a 
plea from Dean fot the 
CIA to recover from the 
FBI @ packace of material 
related to CIA assistance 
to BE. Howard Hunt while 
Hunt was preparing fer 
the burglary of the office 
of Daniel Els berg's psv- 
chiatrist, 

Walters, testifying car- 
Her this week hefore Sy. 
mington's  subeomimitice, 
which oversees the CLA, 
said the asenes's lop offi- 
cials asreed that sueh an 
action would implicate the 
CUA, Symington said, 
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The new details of cf- 
forts to.use the CIA in the 
Watergate coverup came 
after testimony that 
Hialdeman, Ehrlichman 


sand Dean asked the CIA to 
use its influence to step an 
FBI investigation of $100,- 
000 in Nixon campaign 
funds routed through a 
bank in Mexico. 
Symington said ‘Tuesday 
his investigation had 
shown that "there was an 
attempt to unload major 
responsibility for the 


Watergate bugging and - - 


coverup on the CIA." 

In turning aside the ef- 
fort to use the CIA, Sy- 
mington said, the top 
ageney officials "bel hed 
very well." 

However, it 


was dis- 


closed last week that the ° 


CIA had become involved 
in the Ellshere case in 
providing  cis- 
guises and phony icentifi- 
cation for Ilunt and G, 
Gordon Liddy before they 
broke into the psychia- 
trist's office. Agency ex- 
perts also prepared a he- 
havior profile on Husherg 
at the 
House aides doing under- 


cover Work on sécurity 
leaks. 
uw Gen. Robert 1. Cush- 


.. tacted repeatedly 


behest of White 


man, commandant of the 
Marine Corps who was 
then the CIA's deputy di- 
rector, has confirmed that 
he approv ed the assistance 
to. Hunt after receiving a 
telephone call from Ehr- 
lichman. . 


«~ Richard Helms, then 


CIA director, is said by 
Cushman to have been 
aware of the CIA's work 
on the Ellsherg profile. 
Helms, named ambassa- 
dor to Tran earlier 
Year, has returned to the 
United States to testifv. 
He met with W atergate 


this . 


prosecutors for about four ° 


hours T uesdav. He is 
scheduled to appear Wecl- 
nesday before a closed- 
door hearing chaired by 
Sen John L. McClellan (D- 
Ark.), and Thursday bes 
fore. the Symington sul 
committee. : 

Symington was 
repeatedly Tuesday 
whether he faulted CLA of- 
ficials for not coming for- 
ward with the infor mation 
that they had been con- 
by Dean 
after the Watergate break- 
in and were asker to hel p 
supress the BI investiga- 
tion in Mexico hy declar- 


dng it injurious to CIA in- 


terests. 

Symington evaded 
question, saying only that 
his inves stigation would 
Se all the facts. Rather 

han finding fault with the 
ai for not reporting the 
pressure over a period of 
11 months, Symington 
said the agency's officials 
had performed admirably 
in retusing to be drawn in, 


asked 


the, 
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By MARJORIE HUNTER ; ; 
Special to Tae New York Times ‘ 
‘WASHINGTON, May 15—The deputy director of Cen- 
tral Intelligence was quoted today as saying that John W. 
Dean 3d, the ousted White House counsel, asked the agency 
ast year to help cover up the!—-~-~——-—— 
{Watergate case by paying bail! bussing and cover-up on the 
and salaries for the men in-' “"yutther inquiries into possi- 


volved. — i ble involvement by the agency 
According to Senator Stuart; in the widening Watergate, 
Symington, Lieut. Gen. Vernon scandals will be made when) 


the “laundered” § ¢ 
funds, General Walter 
edly told the commit 
last June 23 he and M: 
met at the White Ho 
(Mr. Haldeman and Mr 
man. 

He was quoted as s2 
Mr. Haldeman expres 
cern that the Waterga 
in might be exploite 
opposition (an appart 


JA. Walters told the Senate 


Text of Symington statement | 
‘is printed on Page 27. | 


{Armed Services Committee that! 
he had threatencd to quit’ 
rather than involve the agency’ 
in such a scheme, 

Mr. Symington, a Missouri 
Democrat who is acting chair- 
man of the committee, issued 
a statement summarizing testi- 
mony by General Walters to 
the committee at a closed 
hearing yesterday. 

The statement said that Gen- 
eral Walters had told the com- 
mittee that H. R. Haldeman 
and John PD. Ehrlichman, two 
other While House aides who 
have resigned in the Watergate 
scandal, sought to gel the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency to call 
off,a Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation inquiry last year into 
Nixon re-election funds that 
had been “laundered” in a Mex- 
ico City bank. 

The general said that the 
agency had turned down both 
White House requests, accord- 


ing to the Symington state- 
ment. 
The two events, the state- 


ment said, occurred in Jate June! 


and early July of last year, 
following the June 17 break-in! 
at Democratic headquarters in| 
the Watergate complex. | 

Bul even as Jate as January] 
or February of this vear, ac-j 
cording toa the poneral’s testi-] 
Imony, Mr. Dean asain sought: 
C.LA. help in retrieving Trom: 
the F.B.I. “some raaterials” that 
had heen sent (o the bureau last 
year resarding CLA. heip given 
E. Howard Hunt Jr. for use in 
a break-in at the office of Dr. 


t” Paniel Ellsherg’s former psychi- 


atrist. 

“St is very clear to me,” Sen- 
ator Symington seid, in releas~ 
ins the summary, “that there 


responsibility fur the 


aterpate 


(Richard M. Helms, director of 
the agency at the time involved, 
is questtoned tomorrow and 
Paredes: 

Mr. Helms, now Ambassador 

to Iran, is scheduled to appear 
tomorrow before a Senate ap- 
propriations subcommittce in- 
vestigating C.LA, involvement| 
in Watergate and Thursday be- 
fore the Armed Services ad 
rittee. 

Mr. Helms was in the United 
States Attorney’s office here for 
several hours this afternoon. 
No statement was issued. 


Query on Bail or Pay 


According to the summary, 
General Walters said that he 
had been called to the White 
House by Mr. Dean last June 
2. : 

There, the summary says, Mr. 
Dean asked if the C.LA. could 
provide bail or pay the salaries 
of the five individuals accused! 
in the Watergate break-in) 
while they were in jail. ; 

General Walters was quoted: 
as saying that he told Mr. Dean. 
there was no way such a hing: 
could be done and that any’ 
internal expenditure of funds: 
by the agency must be reported! 
to House and Senate oversight! 
committees. ‘ 

General Walters also told Mr.! 
Dean, the srmmary says, that: 
to spend funds in such a way! 
would implicate the agency and, 
that he would quit rather than} 
do such a thing. } 

The general reportedly testi-| 
fied that Mr. Dean called him} 
to the Whiie House again the; 
next day and asked if there: 
could not have been some: 
CAA. iavelvement that the. 
eeneral did net know abouts 
‘The general said he repiied tat; 
there could not have been, \ 

At one point, the statement; 
continued, Mr. Dean asked Gen- 
eral Walters if he had any ideas 
and the general replied that 
yes, he had an idea--that ae 
one who was responsible should! 
be fired. Ae 


tence to the Democra 
and that it had beer 
that General Walters ! 
tempt to get the F.BI 
its investigation of 
inaign funds, in the i 
national security. 
"General Walters sai 
ing to the summary 
was told by Mr. Ha! 
tell L. Patrick Gray ¢ 
time acting directo 
F.B.1, that further int 
of the fund issue wo 
promise certain C.LA 

and resources in Mex.--. 

While Mr. Helms was present 
during this meeting, he appar- 
ently was bypassed, and it is 
not yet known if he raised any 
abicction to such a request. 

The summary continues with 
the following: 

General Walters testified that 
an appointment was rade with 
Mr. Gray 
and that just an hour later, he 
went to see Mr. Gray. 

He said that he told Mr. 
Gray that certain senior per- 
sons at the White House—he 


did not specify who—had told] 
him that pursuit of the bureaw’s: 


investigation would uncover 
sorae of the C.1A’s clandestine 
activities in Mexico. He said 
Mr, Gray replicd he was aware 
ihat the agency and F.BI. did 
net uncover one another’s 


eources and operations (that is, 


reveal or interfere with each 
other.) 
General Walters said that, 


however, upon his return toy: 


his agency he checked and cis- 
covered that the bureau's in- 
vestication of the Mexican 
ffrancial affair would not com- 
promise any C.LA. activities. 
Senator Symington said to- 
day that he believed that it was 
Mir, Helms who informed Gen- 
eral 


during that meeting!: 


Say 
Walters that the CATs; sean, 


Watergate case sald today that 
‘Mr. Gray told the panel’s in- 
{vestigators that he had said, 
“Mr. President, you are being 
wounded by men around you, :, 
‘using the F.B.I. and the C.LA.,, 
| There has been no other con-~ 
‘firmation of what Mr. Gray told:, 


‘investigators, noon 
The E.B.I. investigation ‘of © 
‘the campaign funds  chan-4 


meled through Mexico involved ,. 
&§9,000 of the $100,000 contri-~ 
‘bution made last year to_the 
Finance Committee to Re-Elect. 
the President by Robert H.: 
Allen, president of the Gulf Re-* 
‘sources and Chemical Corpora-- 
‘tion of Houston. 4 
-' ‘rhe $89,000 was in the form: 
| of four checks, drawn on -a, 
| Mexico City bank and payable 
i to a lawyer in Mexico City. , 
These checks, plus $11,000 -in 
-cash, were sent to Washington,., 
‘along ‘with other campaign « 
‘funds, in a satchel. he, 

The checks were turned overt 
to G. Gordon Liddy, then serv. 
‘ing as counsel to the finance, 
arta of the hre-eleclion commit: f 
tee, who was to convert thas 
checks into cash. 

Liddy sent them to BernarG 
| L. Barker in Miami, wno in turn 
| placed them in his own bank in 
Most of the cash 


i 


IE Oe: 


netiviligs would not be com-/ ceeds, in $100 bills, were thet” 


promised by the F.B.L inquiry.) Pecurned 
Vhe summary says that Gen: 


eral Walters testitied that on 


june 26, he again went to the, 
White House, upon the request) , 
he: is 


of Mr. Dean. There, he said, 


to Washineton ang 
placed in the safe of Maurice 
Stans, the chicf fund-raiser fot 
the committee. 
More than $200,000, includ 
the funds piven by Me 


Von 


‘ Alien, were paid to Liddy to fb, 


was an attsnipt 10 uApprowed For Release 2005/07/01 : CIA BEBE AROBol HOO FadAsomoSHAries Wetereate activi 
AICS, 


number af £100 bul. 
were found on the five mer 
arrested at the Watergate. . «’ 
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The White House inquiry: White House sources said 
President Nixon received last year only an informal oral 
report through his then chief of staff, John D. Ehrlichman, 

¢ concerning a White House inquiry into the Watergate 
break-in. Mr. Nixon ordered an investigation shortly after 
the incident, and Mr. Ehrlichman delegated the task to 
- the former White House counsel, John W. Dean 3d, the 
sources said. They asserted that it was after Mr. Ehrlich- 
man’s oral report that Mr. Nixon said Jast August that 
Mr. Dean had conducted a “complete investigation” show- 
‘ing that no one in his Administration “was involved in 
this very bizarre incident.” ' 
J Watergate and the C..A.—Lieut. Gen. Vernon Walters, 
Deputy Director of Intelligence, reportedly told a Senate 
committee that Mr. Dean had asked the agency to help 
cover-up the Watergate break-in by paying bail and sala- 
’ ries for those involved, General Walters also was said to 
have testified that two other White House aides, John D. 
/ Ehrlichman and H. R. Haldeman, had- sought to get the 
C.LA. to halt an F.B.1. inquiry into Nixon re-election funds, 
Both requests were rejected, the general said. : 
. Security wiretaps: Washington informants said Presi- 
‘dent Nixon personally authorized telephone taps on more 
than a dozen subordinates on the National Security Council 
and in the Pentagon in 1969 after The New York Times 
reported -that B-52 bombers were striking in Cambodia. 
F.B.I. reports on the overheard conversations went to 
Mr. Nixon’s national security adviser, Henry A. Kissinger, 
and to Mr. Kissinger’s deputy, Gen. Alexander M. Haig, 
now interim White House chief of staff. ; 

The Senate investigation: The Watergate investigating 
committee, sect to open hearings tomorrow, moved ahead 
with plans to obtain immunity from prosecution for Mr. 
Dean, although Federal prosecutors are said to believe 
that this would complicate their case. The Senate panel, 
mecting in closed session, also took similar steps to obtain 
immunity for a witness said to have moved cartons of 

documents from the White House shortly after the 
Watergate break-in. . 

Special prosecutor: Federal Judge Harold R. Tyler Jr. 
of New York, Attorney General-designate Elliot L. Richard- 
son's first choice to be special prosecutor in the Watergate 
case, declined the post because it would have forced him 
to leave the bench. , 
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Fram ‘Our Wire Services 
* WASHINGTON. —Sworn testi- 
mony by a top CIA official in- 


ier 
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“Mr. Dean reportedly 
asked,”’ the summary said, “if 
there was some way the CIA 


- could go bail or pay the sal- 


edieates that White  fivuse 
aides ‘soughi to have the CIA | 


go bail or pay salaries for the , peers: 
pay _ they were in jail. 


“Gen.. Walters stated that . 


men arrested in the Water- 
e oie break-in. 

The testimony also indicates 
the White House tried to get 
the CIA to block the FBI's in- 
vestigation of a Mexican mon- 


‘ 


aries of the individuals accus- 
ed in the Watergate case while 


he told Mr. Dean that there 
was no way this could be 
done, that any internal ex- 


penditure of funds by the CIA 


oy 


i Fah 


to Bioek 


uss! 


man that “the Watergate inci- 
dent might be exploited by the 
opposition, and that it had 
been decided that he 


- (Walters) should go to acting 


FBI director Patrick Gray and 
should tell Mr. gray that if 
the FBI pursued an investiga- 
lion into an investigation of 
funds in Mexico, connected 
with the Watergate case, this 


F must be report yUS Ol aie 
-ey-laundering deals ater 7 t be rey orted to the House $ inquiry would compromise 
end festa ae and Senate Oversight commit- g-€ertain CLA activities and 
linked to the Watergate case. ieee D ecodpeee in Riesieg © 
’. The bizarre story was re- : i es iu 
: nae ‘ 4 “Gen. Walters stated that € ches yn obese 
vealed Tuesday by Sen. Stuart : e ne 


Symington (D., Mo.), who re- 
leased a surunary of testimony 
giver) to the Senate Armed 
Services Committee by Army 
Lt. Gen Vernon aA. Waiters, 
deputy director of 
Intelligence Agency. | 
: Former White Heuse 
(H.R. Haldeman end dcha D. 
'Ehrlichman tried te pressure 
‘the CIA into blocking an in- 
vestigation of tag Witcrgate 
scandal, Symingten reported. 
“It is very clear to me that 
there was an atiemnt to un- 
load major responsivility for 
the Watergate bugging and 
coverup on the CEA, Syming- 
ston said. sivatenea™ 
© Symington, acting chairman 
‘of the committee, said CIA of 
ficials “ander these diffeult 
circumstances and heavy 
pressure henaved very 


eWell with respect to this at-- 


‘tempt.” ; 
_ According to the summary, 
White House Counsel John W, 
Dean dd, sinee fired, called 
‘Walters on dune 27 — 10 days 
‘after the break-in at Vemo- 
ecratic neadquarters and 
Walters went to see Dean, enue 
of a series of meetings be- 
tween the two ich. 


the.Central | 


aides - 


he told Mr. Dean that to 


spend funds in this way would : 


implicate the agency and that 
he, Gen. Walters, was  pre- 
pared to resign rather than to 

_ do this.” 
Symington said that six 
days after the Watergate 
break-in, Walters and the CIA 


director Richard Helms, now 


ambassador to Jran, were 
summoned to the White 
House. 

They met with Haldeman 


and Ehrlichman. Walters tes- 
tified he was told by Halde- 


‘to Symington, 


Prob "ke * 


Ss 
Campaign contrbutions, « 
funneled through = Méxito, : 
wound up in the hands of the: 


conspirators, it has been 
charged. ane ‘ 

Walters testified, accoiding 
that he made 
the request of Gray but three 
days later, after finding ‘out | 
that no CIA operations would’ ~ 
be affected, told Dean’ the< 
agency was not compromised 
in any way and there was no. 
CIA involvement in the Caae a 
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By Laurence Stern 
Washington Pose Stalt Writer 


Richard MM. Helms, long 
regarded as Washington's 


.-most candid professional in- * 
is the latest - 


itelligence man, 


s easualty of the Watergate 


‘ seandal, 

" Watergate has been a 
-graveyard of public reputa- 
-dions, and Helms today be- 
gins a series of congression- 
al appearances in which he 
hopes, presumably, .to sal- 
vage his own. 

Just recalled from Iran, 
where he is the American 
ambassador, Helms spens his 
first hours here in a most 
wunambassadorial setting—-the 
office of Assistant U.S. At- 
torney Ear] J. Silbert, chief 
prosecutor in the Watergate 


. ease. He was met at the air- 


port by a deputy federal 
marshal rathcr than a pro- 
tocol officer. 

Helms’ reputation for ¢ 
-dor 
has been bay tarnished. 

In at least three appear- 
anees before the Senate 
Foreign Relations Conmmit- 
fee prior to his departure for 
Jran cartier this year, Helms 
unequivocally denied that 
the CIA under his director- 


ship had ever been involved 


jn Watergate, 


Yet as Jone as two vears ¢ offi ¢ 
office of 


disclosea last 
week on Capitol Hil, the 
CIA gave undercover assist. 
anee to the star conspirators 
of the Watersate case, 1. 
JIaward Jlunt anc G. Gor- 
don lidddy. 


cago, it was 


fT? eye 


ee cs ee 


an, 
with Congress already’ 


other 


WASHING TO: 
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- Dean III, reportedly sought 


“ 


mete nn sem eben ne neg EDO ame sre 


battsas dnsuaneat aed ae Shite sake ces 
“RICHARD M. HELMS 
oe. fOing to Wilt 


The assistance-—snooping 
paraphernalia of a variety 
that James Bond might have 
found = embarrassing —~ was 
delivered to Ilunt on the 
authority of a phone call 
from White House aide John 
—D. Ehriichman to former 
Deputy CIA Director Gen, 
Robert E. Cushman, a mili- 
tary aide to Mr. Nixon back 
in the vice: presidential 
years, 

The ageney called off its 
help to Hunt in’ August, 
971, but not in time to 
prevent the burglary of the 
Pentagon papers 
defendant Daniol Elsberg's 
psychiatrist, Dr Lewis 
Fielding. 

Last Pebruary and March 
~-long after Hunt and Liddy 
had become househ old 


-words in Washing ton— 


Jiclins was questioned under 
oath in closed sessions af 
the Senate Forcisn 
tions Commitiee about Cla 
involvement in Watersate or 
domestic @perations. 
She questioning also came 
mouths after the President's 
three principal White Touse 
fides, TLR. (hob) Vaddenian, 


week 


“the CTA’s collusion in cover- 


ing the Watergate trail. 
So far the record suggests 


that Welms stood up admir- 
as during the eight months 


“Haldeman - Ehrlichman - 
De: am pressures that began a 
after the Waterzate 
break-in and continued until 
last February. [lis deputy. 
Gen. Vernon Waiters. told 
the White House he would 

resign rather than comply 
With any plan to implicate 
the CIA jin the cover-up at- 
tempt. 

Yet Helms said not a word 
fo the Foreign Relations 
Committee, once his warm- 
est constituency on Capitol 
Hill, even in response to a 
series of probing questions 

CLA domestic invoalve- 
ments during a lengthy 
closed hearing last March 3. 

Silence in adversity is an 
underlying discipline of the 
intellizenee craft. But to a 
number of the senators wait- 
ins cagerky for a crack at 
Helms this week, Watergate 
was no jesitimate intell- 
sence cokcern of the CTA 
but rather a arisly domestic 

political conspiracy centered 
in the White House. 


on 


Rela 


’ investizators 


stands under 


01R000700100005-8 


To the credit of Helms, 
he did withstand the pres- 
sures of the White Elouse to 
make the CIA an exculpa- 
tory tool for a clique of 
presidential aides. As Sen. 
Stuart Symington (D-XIo.) 
pointed out yesterday, it 
takes some powerful with- 
standing to spurn a dliree- 
tive of the President’s chief 
of staff, ~ 


And some congressional 
are looking. 
into the possibility that the 
departure of Helms as CIA 
director last December 
stemmed in part from his 
unwillingness to cooperate 
with the cover-up enterprise, 


Close friends and colleagues, , 


of Helms said at the time 
that it was a reluctant de- 
parture, 

Last September, 
leisurely 
Adams 


during a 
lunch at the Hay- 
Hotel here, Helms 
Shook his head at the un- 
folding revelations of-+ the 
Watergate scandals. Speak- 
ine sympathetically of acting 
FBL Director lL. Patrick 
Gray's plight, he remarked: 

“Can-vou imacine the pre- 
dicament of a new FBI di- 
rector corning into office and 
having this thing break over 
his head?” 

Sut since then the scourge 
of Watergate has cut a great 
swath through the ranks of 
public men in Washington. 
And it is now Helms who 
‘its shadaw, 
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By Laurence Stern 

= Washington Post Staff Writer 
The Central Intelligence Agency resisted an extraor- 
dinary series of pressures by top White House aides to 
assist i a cover-up of the Watergate scandal over an 
eight-month period beginning in June, 1972, Sen. Stuart 

Symington (D-Mo.) revealed yesterday. 
These pressures became so intense that the CIA’s depu- 


“TL ty director, Lt, Gen, Vernon Walters, warned former 


White House counsel John W. Dean Ul that he would 
resign and demand an audience with President Nixon if 
he wore ordered to “compromise” the agency in the Wa- 
tergate case. : 

This new account of White House intercessions in the 
Watergate investigation was disclosed by Symington based 
on testimony by Walters on Monday to the Senate Armed 
Services Committee and a deposition given by the C1A 
officials te federal prosecutors yesterday. 

The While House officials implicated by Walters’ testi 
mony ure Dean, H. R. ob) Haldeman and John D, Ehr- 
lichman, Yormer acting FBI Director L. Patrick Gray HH] 
also became involved in the efforts, according to Sym- 
inglon. ‘ 

“It is very clear to me that there was an attempt to 
unload major responsibility for the Watergate bugging 
and cover-up om CIA,” Symington said. The three aides, 
he added, “were doing everything in the world to obstruct 
justice.” 

Symington said the narrative began on June 23, 4972, 
Jess than a week after the celebrated Watergate break-in, 


U when Walters and former CLA Director Richard Al. liclms 


were summoned to the White House to meet with Ilalde- 
man and Ehrlichman. 


WASHINGTON Post 
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Valdeman warned that the Watergate incident “might 
be exploited by the opposition” and he directed Walters 
to tell Gray that any investigation into channeling of Wa- 
tergate funds through Mexico would endanger CLA activi- 
fies aud resources tn that country. 

“Mr. Haldeman specifically bypassed General Walters’ 
superior, Air. Helms, in asking that only General Walters 
visit Mr. Gray.” Symington noted. ‘ 

An immediate appointment was made by the White 


House with Gray gg prdved'F bP 'Rdléade'4065/07/6T : CIA-RDP91-00901R000700100005-8 
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tor and Walters we 


Walters, accordin : 


ior people at the W 

told him that purs 

nancing would uncover some of the agency’s clandestine 
activities.” Gray answered that he was aware the FBI and 
CIA ‘do not uncover one’ another’s sources and opera- 
tions,” according to the Symingion account. 


But when Walters returned to the CIA he was told, Sym- 
ington believes by Helms, that an FBI investigation of the 
Mexican fund “laundering” operation would not endanger 
C1A covert resources. 


Three days later Walters was summoned to the White 
House, this time by Dean, to discuss the scheme for call- 
ing off the FBI investigation. 

Walters went to see Dean after confirming with Ehrlich- 
man “that it was all right to talk with him,” Symington 
related, He told Dean that “the agency was not compro- 
mised in any way in the Watergate bugging, and that there 
was no CJA involvement in the case.” ; 

Helms told Walters on this occasion and in the ensuing 
developinents that “he had handled the situation just 
right,” according to the Symington account. 5 

The following day, June 27, Dean again called Walters 
in, “Mr, Dean reportedly asked if there was some way the 
CIA could go bail or pay the salaries of the individuals 
accused in the Watergate case while they were in jail,” 
Symington said. ; 

“General Walters stated that he told Mr. Dean that to 
spend funds in this way would implicate the agency, and 
that he, General Walters, was prepared to resign rather 
than to do this.” 

Dean summoned him a third time the next day, Walters 
related. . 

"Mr, Dean reportedly asked if there could have been 
some CLA involvement that General Walters did not know 
about, General Walters said he stated that there could not 
be,” according to the aecount. 

“Mr, Dewan asked if General Walters had any ideas, and 
General Walters replied, yes, that anyone who was re- 
sponsible should be fired.” 


conbLnue a 


Paes Pee Re Ty 


Slaton Issuedon Walters 


Statement by Sen. Stuart 
Symington, Acting Chair- 
man, Senate Committee on 
Armed Services, in Water- 
gate testimony. 


_ In sworn testimony before 
_ the Senate Armed -Services 
Committee yesterday, Mon- 
day, May 14, the deputy di- 
reetor. of the CIA, Lt. Gen. 
Vernon Walters, testified to 


a yvemarkable series of. 


events: 


On June 23, 1972, Gen- 
- eral Walters, who had been 
at the CIA about six weeks, 
said he was asked to go to 
, the Whited House with CIA 
Director Richard Helms at 1 
p.m. that afternoon. There 
they: met with Mr. H. R. 
Haldeman and Mr. John 
Ehrlichman in the latter’s 
office. Ggneral Walters said 
he was told by Mr. Halde- 
man that the Watergate inci- 


dent might be exploited by. . 


the opposition, and that it 
had been decided that he, 
Walters, should go to the 
acting FBI director, Mr. Pat- 
rick Gray, and should tell 
Mr. Gray that if the FBI 
pursued an investigation of 
eertain funds in Mexico, 
connected with. the Water- 
gate case, this inquiry would 
compromise certain CIA ac- 
- tivities and resources in 
Mexico, Mr. Haldeman spe- 
cifically bypassed Gencral 
Walters’ superior, Mr. 
Helms, in asking that only 
General Walters visit Mr. 
_ Gray. 

General Walters further 
testified that an appoint- 
ment with Mr. Gray was 
made for him immediately 
and that he went tosee Mr. 
Gray an hour later. Accord- 
ing to his testimony, he told 
Myr. Gray that senior people 
at the White House. whom 
he did not name, had told 
him that pursuit of the in- 
vestigations of Mexican fi- 
nancing would uncover 
some of the asenev’s clan- 
destine activities. Mr. Gray 
reportedly responded that 
he was aware that the (1 
and CLA do not uncover one 
another’s sourees and opera- 
tions. 

General ‘Walters — staled, 
however, that on his return 
to the agenev he cheeked 


and discovered that investi- , 


gation of the Mexican linen 
cial affair 


ial affai wo PR taues 
promise ally 
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tine assets. 

General Walters testified 
further that Mr. John W. 
Dean III called him on the 
following Monday, June 26, 
and wanted to talk with him 
about the substance of his 
eonversation with . Mr. 
Haldeman and Mr. Ehrlich- 
man the previous Friday. 
Mr. Dean reportedly said 
that General Walters could 
eall Mr. Ehrlichman to in- 
sure that it was all right to 
talk with him. General Wal- 
ters then called Mr. Ehrlich- 
man who told him he could 
speak with Mr. Dean. 

General Walters then tes- 
tified that at 11:45 a.m. that 
same day, June 26, he went 
to see Mr. Dean. Mr, Dean 
reportedly received him: 
alone. General Walters 
stated that he told Mr. Dean 
that after talking with Mr. 
Gray he had looked into the 
matter and that the agency 
was not compromised in any 


“way in the Watergate bug- 


ging, and that there was no 
CIA involvement in the 


case. . 
Following this Monday 
mecting, General Walters 


stated that he returned to 
the CIA and told Mr. Helms 
of his conversation with Mr. 
Dean, and of his denial of 
any agency involvement in 
the Watergate case. Accord- 
ingto General Walters, Mr. 
Helms told him that he had 
handled the situation just 


-right. General Walters also 


testified that he constantly 
checked with Mr. Telms 
during the following events 
and that Helms assured 
General Walters that he was, 
acting correctly, 

The next day, June 27, My. . 
Dean reportedly called Gen- 


eral Walters again, and Gen-.. 


eral Walters again went to 
see him at his office. Ay. 
Dean reportedly asked if 
there was some way the CLA 
could go bail or pay the sal- 
aries of the individuais ac- 
cused in the Watergate case 
while they were in jail. Gen- 
eral Walters stated that he 
fold Mr. Dean that there 
was no way this could he 
done, that any internal cx- 
penditure of funds by the 
CIA must be reported to the 
House and Senate Oversight 
Committees. General Wal- 
ters stated that he told Mr. 
Dean that to spend funds in 
this way would implicate 
the agency, and that he, 
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paredgto resign rather than 


_ asked 
‘had any ideas, and General 


zZ. 


ry 


to do fhis. 


Gencral Walters testified 
that the next day, June 28, 
Mr. Dean ealled him again, 
and that he went to see Mr. 
Dean for a third time. Mr: 
Dean reportedly asked if 
there could have been some 
CIA involvement that Gen- 
eral Walters did not know 
about. General Walters said 
he stated that there could 
be. At one point in the 
conversation, according to 
General Walters, Mr. Dean 
if General Walters 


Walters .replied, yes, that 
anyone who was responsible 
should be fired. 

General Walters further 
testified that he told Mr. 
Dean that he would have no 
part in attempting to com- 
promise the CIA in some- 
thing in which it was not in 
fact compromised. He -said 
that, if ordered to do so, he 
would ask to see the Presi- 
dent and to explain to him 
how dangerous he thought 
such an action would be. 


On July 5, General Wal- 
ters received a call, accord- 
ing. to his testimony, from 
Mr. Patrick Gray, the actinz 
director of the FBI. Mr. 
Gray. referring to his previ- 
ous conversation with Gen- 


. eral Walters, reportedly said . 


that he could not stop the 
investigation of the Mexican 
‘financing unless he received 
a letter from the director or 
General Walters — stating 
that such an investigation 
would damage the agency's 
assets in Mexico. General 
Walters testified that he 
then went to sce Mr. Gray 
the next day, July 6, and 
told him that he had 
checked this matter and clis- 
- covered that such an investi- 
gation would not endanger 
any CIA assets, that the CIA 
was totally unconnected 
with the matter, and that 
the CIA had no interest in 
stopping any investigation 
Ife then testified that le 
tald Mr. Gray the stary of 
his meeting with Mr. Halde 
man and Mr.) Fhriichman 
and that he had been told to 
convey his previous message 
to Mr. Gray. General \Val- 
{ers testified that he re- 
peated Lo Mr. Gray his de- 


aviation to 


IA-RDP91-00901R000700100005-8 


esimony | 


resign if ° 
an attempt to - 
compromise the CIA in this ; 
issue. 


According to Gencral Wal- 


there was 


ters’ testimony, he saw Mr. 
Gray again on July 12 at the 
FBI office, and gave him ~ 
some additional information 
regarding material which - 
had already been made 
available to Mr. Gray with 
regard to the CIA’s contact 
the previous: year with Mr. 
Hunt. 


Finally; General “Walters - 
testified that in late January © 
or early February, 1973, he 
told Dry Schlesinger in a. 
general Way of the above 
matters. He testified that, 
shortly thereafter, Mr. Dean 
called Dr. Schlesinger and 
asked if the CIA could have 
returned from the FBI the 

package of materlal that 
had been sent to the FBI re- 
garding the assistance fur- 
nished to Mr. Hunt the pre- 
vious year. He testified that 
he, Mr. Colby, and Dr. 
Schlesinger discussed the 
matter and agreed that 
there was no way this could 
be done—that it would im- 
plicate the CIA in some- 
thing it was not implicated 
in. 

General Walters then tes- 
tified that he went to see 
Mr. Gray that morning—-he 
did not have the date availa- 
ble—and told him of the re- 
quest by Mr. Dean, and of. 
the CIA’s decision. : . 

He testified that he 
thought he later went to Mr. 


, Dean and told him also, that 


there was no way the CIA, 
could have this material re- 
turned. 

With respect to this kesti- 
mony, I would like to say 
the following, based upon 
the facts we have uncovered 
to date: 

“As I stated yester day, it 
is clear that senior White 
Uouse officials were deeply 
involved in attempts to en- 
mesh CIA. in the Watergat 
affair and 
pressure off those who were 
really responsible. 


thus take tho TAT 


oo, 


wy 
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‘* “Because of security clear- ° 
-,ance and questions with re-: 
spect to verbatini release of. 
statements which might: af- 
fect legal. proceedings, I do 
not know when the full tran- 
script of our hearings can 
be made public. Under those 
circumstances, I thought 
this narrative account 

should be made public. 

“Ig is very clear to me 
that. there was an attempt to 
unload major responsibility 
for the. Watergate bugging 
and-coyerup on CIA. Under 
these difficult circumstances 
and heavy pressures, [ be- 
lieve that Director [Helms 
‘and General. Walters, who 
was at all times operating 

“with the approval of Mr, 
Helms, behaved very well 
with respect to this attempt. 

;“Our inquiry of this and 
@her related matters iS con- 
tinuing and we expect to 
hear testimony from Mr. 
Helms this ‘Thursday.” 
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CIA Wetersate Role poked 


oS aasie oe tnat es a 
BY OSWALD JOHNSTON 
Star-News Stalf Writer 
Former CIA Director Richard 
~“ M. Helms becomes the focus of 
- scrutiny in the Watergate case 
today in the wake of disclosures of 
persistent White House efforts to 
use the Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy to cover up administration re- 
sponsibility 
Testimony disclosed by the 
“Senate Armed Services Commit- 
. tee has put it on record that Ielms 
knew as early as June 23, 1972 — 
six days after the Watervate 
break-in — that White House aides 
“WLR Haldeman, John D. Ehrlich- 
man and John W. Dean HI tried to 
order CJA interference with an 
FBI investigation related to the 
case. 

The testimony by .Lt. Gen. 

J Vernon A. Walters, the CIA depu- 
ty director under Helis who still 
is in that post, gave no indication 
that Helms ever tried to communi- 
cate any misgivings to President 
Nixon, despite his knowledge of 
what White House aides were 
doing. However, the testirnony did 
indicate that CIA officials did not 
give in to the pressure. 

It was disclosed in testimony 
before the special Senate Water- 
gate committee last week that act 
ing FBI director L. Patrick 

Gray I, the man the CIA 
was expressly ordered by 
Haldeman and hrlich- 
man to warn off the scent, 
tried to inform Nixon last 
July 6 that something was 
wrohyp. 


ACCORDING TO the - 
Walters account, it was 
only that day that Gray 
learned that the CTA had 
been dragped by 
House team inc ABP Aad For Rele 
to block an AT investipfrea- 
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tion of Republican cam- 
paign funds that were 
‘Vaundered’’ through. a 
Mexico City bank en route 
to the bank account of one 
of the Watergate conspira- 
tors. 


Helms, who according to 
the Walters account had 
been aware of such White 
House maneuvers for 
more than a week before 
Gray found them out, testi- 
fies today before two con- 
gressional committees 
probing CIA complicity in 
White House-directed op- 
erations, intelligence sub- 
committees of the Senate 
Appropriations and the 
Youse Armed Services 
committees. Helms is 
scheduled to face the full 
Senate Armed Services 
Committee tomorrow. 


AS CIA CHIEF, Helms, 
unlike Gray, was directly 
responsible to the Presi- 
dent. Nevertheless, acting 


Armed Services Comunit- ‘ 
/ tee Chairman Stuart Sy- 


mington, D-Mo. sought 
during a news conference 


. yesterday {0 exonerate 
’ Helins and all other CIA 


officials of wronedoing .or 
even official laxity, 

Citing the “facts of life 
in Washineston,” Syming- 
ton offered this 
explanation: ‘‘When the 
President's staff tells you 
to do soinething, you natu 


“rally feel that you: know 


what you should do -- and 
you do it.” 

Helins, now ambassador 
to Iran, was called back to 
Washington last weekend 
as reports began to spread 
of CIA involvement in 
Watergate, its coverup 
and the related burglary 
of Pentapou papers de- 


psychiatrist. 


AAP Ts 
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ton since Monday and 
spent more than five hours 
yesterday at the U.S. 
Courthouse, where he was 
interviewed by Watergate 
prosecutors. Authorities 
declined to say if he would 
testify before the Water- 
gate grand jury. 


HELMS’ HEARING 
before both subcommittees 
today was originally 
planned as testimony lim- 
ited to the Ellsberg bur- 
glary, which involved a 
CIA supply of false docu- 
ments, disguises and other 
materials to Watergate 
conspirator and former 
CIA agent E. Howard 


“Hunt during the summer 


of 1971, 
Walters’ testimony, 
however, has brought the 


apency into the thick of 
the Watergate scandal it- 
self. Both Sen. John Lh. 
McClellan, D-Ark., head of 
the Senate Appropriations 
subcommittee, and Rep. 
Lucien N. Nedzi, D-Mich., 
head of the House Armed 
Services subcommittee, 
have been furnished cop- 
ies of a sworn affadavit in 
which Walters yesterday 
set farth substantially the 
same account he gave the 
Senate Armed GULMIEES 
Committee. 

The Walters account, 
besides setting forth in the 
freatest detail so far 
available the efforts of 
high White louse aides to 
cover up the Watergate 
burglary, also gives the 
fullest account so far of an 
effort io pin some of the 
blame on the CIA. 


TAKEN TOGETHER 
with last week's account of 
Gray's hesitant efforts to 
thread his wey through the 
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FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS STAFF 
PROGRAM The Today Show STATION WRC TV 
NBC Network 


DATE May 16, 1973 ; 7:00 A.M, crty Washington, D.C. 


PRESIDENTIAL AIDES TRIED TO USE CIA IN COVER-UP 


ae FRANK BLAIR: For more on Watergate, here is Paul Duke 
in Washington. 


PAUL DUKE: There are also new disclosures about attempts 
to use the CIA to cover-up the scandal. Senate testimony implicates 
three of Mr. Nixon's top aides, H. R. Haldeman, John Ehrlichman, 
and John Dean. Democratic Senator Stuart Symington of Missouri 
said the attempt didn't work because CIA. officials resisted 
the pressure. Symington said the White House aides worked to 
get the CIA to dissuade the FBI from making a full investigation. 


The disclosures were based on testimony given the Senate 
Armed Services Committee in closed session by deputy CIA chief 
“Vernon Walters. Symington was blunt in blaming the presidential 
aides. 


SENATOR STUART SYMINGTON: It is clear to me that there 

was an attempt to unload major responsibility for the Watergate 

bugging and cover-up on the CIA. Under these difficult circumstances - 
L~ and heavy pressures, I believe that Director Helms and General 
U’Walters, who was at all times operating with the approval of 

Mr. Helms, behaved very well with respect to this attempt. 

I don't think there's any question in the world that Haldeman, 

Ehrlichman, and Dean were doing their best to obstruct justice. 
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°Yitfiary Wile ‘L 


By Jeanette Symth : 


Big business and the mili- 
tary got together last night 
—with much talk of cham- 


pions and motherhood and. 


a little about Watergate—to 
pick the “Military Wife of 
the Year” from among five 
finalists. : 
Attorney General- desig- 
nate Elliot Richardson, im- 
mersed these days in the 
administraticn’s handling of 
the Watergate scandal, 
couldn’t attend as scheduled, 
because “of a number of 


. domestic problems,” as some- 


one put it. 


v~ Gen. Robert E. Cushman 


Jv., commandant of the Ma- 
rine Corps. and former dep- 


‘uty director of the CLA, who , 
- ing and listening to speeches , 


was recently named in pub- 
lie reports as having given 
CIA aid to Watergate con- 


/ spirator E. Howard Hunt, 


was also absent. 

His substitute, Deputy 
Commandant Gen. Earl An- 
derson, told the Shorcham 
Hotel crowd that Cushman 
“had lost his voice” ‘after 
two days of Senate Armed 
Services Committee hear- 
ings. 

Sen. Strom Thurmond (R- 
S.C), ranking Republican 


on the Armed Services Com- 
mittee, attended, but: left 
early, See 
“We-had the CLA: wit- 
nesses yesterday,” said Thur- 


mond, “and the Navy -was 
there today.” He said Aon- 
day’s testimony by Gen. 


Vernon <A, Walters, .Cush-<~ 


man’s successor as CIA 
deputy director, “pretty bad- 
ly” implicates White House 
aides in Watergate. : 
Most of the evening was 
spent, however, in eating 
clams and oysters on the 
half shell and a seven-course 
meal laid on by Stokely-Van 
Camp, : 
After four hours of eat- 


by and about the finalists 
the judges chose Martha 
Pennington of Sacramento, 
Calif, the second black 
woman honored in eight 
years. Mrs. Pennington, wife 
of Air Force M. Sgt. John 
Pennington, established a 
troubleshooting parents’ 
group to defuse racial ten- 
sions at the high school at- 
tended by black children 
from Mather Air Force base 
near Sacramento, 


we? 
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PROGRAM CBS World News Roundup STATION WTOP Radio 
CBS Network 
“DATE, May 15, 1973 8:00 AM CITY Washington, DC 


DEAN DOCUMENTS 


DALLAS TOWNSEND: From Washington, Bob Schieffer has 
something more now on those documents transferred yesterday 
from Dean's safe deposit box, 


BOB SCHIEFFER: The security designator on the documents 
in Dean's safe is "COMMENT" -- a code word for information gathered 
through communications intercept, in most cases, electronic 
eavesdropping. : 


It's generally used in referring to information gathered 
by code breakers at the super secret National Security Agency. 
Persons authorized access to such information must have security 
clearance higher than top secret, classifications known as "SI" 
for special intelligence. 


Such classifications are compartmentalized into subdesianations 
for access to such things as satellite reconnaissance photos. 
In that instance, for example, the clearance is know as “TK" 
but even the code name to desiaqnate that security classification. 
‘is a closely guarded secret. ; 


Dean gave no hint what secrets his documents contained, 
but the security code name indicates it was information gathered 
through some kind of electronic eavesdropping, that it could 
have been picked up from foreign sources, and that it was known 
to few people in the U.S. Government. 


Bob Schieffer, CBS News, Washington, 


TOWNSEND: Lieutenant General Vernon Walters, Deputy 
Director of the Central Intelligence Agency, appeared yesterday 
at a closed door session of the Senate Arined Services Committee, 
Afterwards the Committee's acting chairman Stuart Symington, 

. Said Walters testified that Dean, Haldeman and Ehrlichman had 
been heavily involved in an effort to misuse the CIA. 


The Associated Press quotes an unidentified source as 
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By Thomas B. Ross 


Sun-Times Bureau 


WASHINGTON — The deputy director of 
the Central Intelligence Agency testified Mon- 
day that the top command of the White House 
tried to get the CIA to take the blame for the 
Watergate incident. 

Senate sources said Lt. Gen. Vernon Wal- 


fag AARC E 


ters told the Senate Armed Services Com- 


‘mittee that the pressure came from former- 
presidential advisers H. R. (Bob) Haldeman, 
John D. Ehrlichman and John W. Dean LL. 
Walters, a close associate of President Nix- 
on from the Eisenhower administration, re- 
portedly insisted in his closed-door testimony 


_ that the CIA was innocent, even though docu- 


& 


- 


ments forged by the CIA were found on the 
burglars arrested in’ Democratic headquar- 
ters at the Walergate complex last June. 


(The Washington Post reported that Wal- 
_ters told the senators that the three top Nixon 
aides sought to persuade the Central In- 
telligcnce Agency to try to block — on nation- 
al security grounds -- an FBI investigation 
into the Watergate scandal’s ‘Mexican con- 
nection.” ¥ 


(According to this report, Walters said the 
proposal was made to him at a White House 
meeting to which he was suramoned by Hal- 
deman, Ehrlichman and Dean. 


(Walters, who is expected to be summoned 


before a federal grand jury to tell the story, 
said former CLA director Richard M. Helms 
refused to go along with the plan, and the 
White House was so niformed, the Post said. 

The “Mexican connection” case, involved 
the $109,000 or more in Nixon re-election 
funds that were ‘‘laundered” through a Mexi- 
co City bank and ended up in the sate of Mau- 


ue 


‘FBI that an investigation of the Mexican 
- money would jeopardize CIA operations. 
When he relayed the suggestion to Helms, 
Walters said, the former director decided that 
there was no basis for fue request to the FBI. 


)the Mexican moncy incident was one ex- 
ample of what one authoritative source de- 
scribed as a “continuing pattern’ of White 
House efforts in 1972 to involve the CIA in 
Watergate cover-up activities, as depicted in 
Monday’s testimony, the Post said.) 

Walters’ predecessor,. Marine Corps com- 
raandant Gen. Robert E, Cushman Jr., anoth- 
‘er Nixon protege, acknowledged last weck 

that Ehrlichman had prevailed upon him to 

provide CIA equipment used in the burglary 
of Danicl Ellsberg's psychiatrist in the sum- 

mer of 1971. j 

The equipment included fake identification 
papers that evidently were retained by the 
Watergate conspirators for the Democratic 
break-in. ; 

Committée members took Walters’ testi- 
niony as corroboration of the story told to 
Senate Watergate investigators by former 
acting FBI director L. Patrick Gary IIT. 

Gray reportedly declared that White House 
aides sought, to convinee him that the CTA 
vas behind the Waterprate operation, ia an 
efforl to induce him to go slow in his in- 
vestigation. 

’ Gray is quoted as saying that Richard M. 

Helms, then CIA director and now ambassa- 

dor to Iran, denied throughout that wie CIA 

was involved. 

Helms was dismissed as CJA director short- 
ly after the presidential! election in Noverm- 
ber, and some of his friends have alleged that 
he was exiled to Iran as part of the Watergate 
coverup, He is scheduled to testify before the 


tenement einer 


rice H, Stans, chief presidential fund-raiser in | 


3972, 

Walters, according (9 the Post's sources, 
testified that uie three White House advisers 
told him they wanted the agency (0 tel! the 


000700100005-8 


"Howse and Senate CIA subcommittees this 
» week. 

Walters took over the No. 2 Job in the CIA 
last April, nine montns after the Elisberg bur- 
glary and two months before the Watergate 
break-in. 

Sen. Stuart Symington (D-Mo.), acting 
chairman of the Armed Srvices Committee, 
declined to make public Walkers’ testimony. 
But he called a press conference for Tuesday 
afternoon and hinted at.the role of Haldeman 
Erlichman and Dean. 

“There were other matters besides the Elis- 
berg case in which the White House staff 
tried to involve the CIA,” Symington told re- 
porters. 

‘What I learned today was how deep!y fi- 
volved were. Haldeman and Ehrlichnian as 
well as Dean. Haldemaa and Echlichman 

“were up to their ears in this matter.”* 

Symington, who previously had declared that 

the CIA “behaved very well,’? insisted after 
hearing Walkers’ testimony that “Whatever 
the CIA was ordered to do was xt the direc- 
tion of the top staff people at the White 
House.” 
’ Convicted Watergate conspirator James W. 
McCord Jr., who broke open the scandal 
when he started to talk last month, aiceged 
lasL week that White House pressure had been 
put on him and the other defendants to olume 
the CIA. 

He claimed that Helms, who reportedly. re- 
jected Haldeman’s original request for direct 
CIA help in domestic operations, was fircd as 
part of the coverup. 

The current director of the CIA, Jamies R. 
Schlesinger, testified last week that Helms 
turned over the agency’s records in the Ells- 
berg case tc the Justice Department in Octo- 
ber, a few weeks before the election, 
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Bid to blame CLA f or 


By STEPHEN Ff, NORDLINGER 
Washington Bureau of The Sun 


Washington—Officials of the! House counsel, had sought CIA! 


Central 
told the 


Intelligence Agency 


ices Commitice yesterday that ™an, the resigned domestic; 


top officials of the White House 
tried—although unsuccessfully 
—to persuade the agency to 
accept the blame for financing 
and directing the Watergate 
burglary and bugging, Senate 
Sources disclosed. 


This testimony emerged ata 


committee, which is i 
ing the CIA's 
break-in at the office of Daniel 


Ellsberg’s former psychiatrist. | “What I learned today was 
{ i _ ON ee ESRI Re eenmToaen ses 
;how deeply involved Haldeman i oe hath 

as Ehrlichman inves igators that he was pres-)" r bi 
and Dean. They were up to! sured on two occasions before ;oCcurred, and William E. Colby, 


The testimony also disclosed 
for the first time that H.R. 
Haldeman. who resigned as 
White House chief of Staff two 
weeks ago, had played a key 
role. in trying to obtain CIA 
assistance in connection with 
covert political activity. 


" Senator © Stuart 


eat 


ue 
HALTINORS S4 
ad Send 4. 


'He also mentioned 
W. Dean 3d, the ousted White 
testi- 


rassistance. Until this 


that John] 


4 
rr 


Senator Symington declined 
,to disclose what other matters 


jwere discussed at the closed 


Senate Armd Gere, mony, only John D, Ehrlich. | Committee Meeting, but Senate 


sources said it was testified 


-adviser to President Nixon, had that the White House had tried 


figured among top 
‘House aides in connection with 
requests for CIA help in do- 
i Mestic political activity, 

: “There were other matters 
'besides the Ellsberg case in 
[which the White House staff 
itried to involve the CIA,” Sen- 


: jdeman was involved in thisi 
role in the! 


jvery heavily.” 
j Later Mr. Symington said: 


‘Was as well 


‘their ears in this matter.” 

The CIA had disclosed pre. 
‘viously that on orders of Mr. 
“Ehrlichman it had supplied a 
camera, 


(D., Mo.), the committee’s act-THunt, Jr., one of the convieted 


ing chairman, raised Mr, 
‘Haldeman’s name at a mect- 
jing with reporters following 
ithe Session of the committee. 


Watergate burglars, who used 
this equipment to. break inta 
the office of Dr, Elisberg’s 
psychiatrist. bg 


disguises and false:of their 


Symington 'ideatification — to KE. ‘Howard’ gate break-in, 


White tO shift the responsibility for 


.the Watergate operation to the 
. CIA when the break-in failed, 


d- Last’ week, James W. Mc. 


Cord, Jr., another Watergate 
conspirator, said in a memo- 


randum to federal and Senate 


' Closed-door meeting of the. : : ! nen, MeCtings Paes 
“nvestigat. (2 Symington said. Mr. Hal: = | Schlesinger, the head of the 


Two top Niron aides sug- 
gested candidates for Special 
Watergate prosecutor ... .A7 


ihis trial in January to assert 
ithat he and his colleagues 
!were working on a covert oper- 
lation for the CIA at the tinxe 
arrest in the Water- 
McCord said 
‘that at one point his lawyer 
| told him that his personnel 
‘records at the CIA could he 
laltered, if needed, to show that 
[he had been restored to active 


70901R000700100005-8 


reak-m aueged 


duty by the agency, even 
though he had retired in 1970, 

Apparently, this new evi- 
dence of White House attempts 
ito involve the CIA came from 


who took over as the deputy 
director of the CIA last De- 
cember. He was the only top 
CIA official at the hearing who 
was with the agency during the 
,1972 political year, 

Others at the committee 
were James R. 


CIA and defense Secretary-des- 
ignate; Gen. Robert E. Cush- 
jman, Jr. (USMC), the deputy 
director of the CIA when then 
‘Ellsberg psychiatrist burglary 


‘who has -been named by 
'President Nixon to succeed Mr, 
‘Schlesinger, 


Richard ™M. 
Schlesinger’s predecessor as 
‘director of central intelli- 
/Sence, has returned from Iran, 
where he is ambassador, to 
testify this week before the 
Symington connnittee and an 
appropriations — subcommittee 
headed by Senator John Me- 
Clellan (D., Ark.). Last weck, * 
General Cushman said that” 
, Mr. Helms had “assented” to 


.providing Hunt with the CIA STAT 


‘Supplies. 


’ 
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Helms, Mr. L—- 
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jing enlisted agency help in the! not’ at fault in granting White 


BID T0 ( | A CEE) nme of 1971 in the Penta-! House request for aid in these 
‘- whildde ¢gon papers case involying Dr.| these two cases. The fault, they 
ou - |Ellsberg, today’s testimony by. have said, lies with the White} 


+. ; General Walters was the first 
‘indication that Mr. Haldeman: 


3 Nixon Aides Said to: and Mr. Dean had sought C.LA. 


hassistance, too, on behalf of 


‘Have Asked Further !the white House. | 


F | “Ehrlichman and Haldeman! 
Help on Espionage |-—particularly Haldeman—were| 
up to their ears in this, along: 
| with Dean, in trying to involve: 
Speciel to The New York Times , gate mess,” Senator Symington’ 
WASHINGTON, May 14— Said. oa 
Senator Stuart Symington said Gencral Walters appeared 
today that three high-level | before the committee in closed 
White House aides had beenisession. His testimony was not 
‘deeply involved in trying to en-{made public, ‘and he made no 
list the hel§ of the Central-In-}contments as he departed. 
telligence-Agency in domestic! General Walters became de- 
fundercover activities other! puty director of the C.LA, in 
‘than the burglary of the office|April, 1972, succeeding Gen.! 


' of Dr. Daniel Ellsberg’s formenRobert E. Cushman Jr., now. 


psychiatrist. _jCommandant of the Marine. 


He identified the three as|Corps. 


_ Richard Helms, former C.1.A. 
Bee cereale 2, Ee irector who is now Ambassador 


jlichman and John W. Dean 3d-\19 ‘Tran, has been called to 


uw 


Mr, Haldeman and Mr. Ehrlich-liestify Wednesday before a 
man have since resigned, and/Senate appropriations subcomi- 
Mr. Dean was dismissed. mittee and on ey before 
oe : ithe Armed Service Committce. 

Senator Symington said a Both committees are inquir- 
based his comments on testi-ling into the question of 
mony given the Senate Armedjwhether the C.I.A. violated the 
Services Committee today by|/National Security Act of 194% 
Lieut. Gen. Vernon Walters,}0Y assisting the White House 


P in domestic undercover ac- 
the deputy director of the AitiBS. 
C-LA. The law states that the C.LA. 
; Declines to Give Details ‘“shal have no police, subpoena, 

: jlaavy enforcament powers or in- 

The Senator, A  Missouriiternal security functions.” The 
Democrat, declined to state the/Justice Department has juris- 
nature of the “undercover ac-!diction of internal security, 


tivities” for which the help gf PPnOnnee and sabotage. — F 
the C.LA. had reportedly been Me. Heme Was COO © 
ane the C.I.A. at the time the 


sought. agency, on the request of Mr. 


By MARJORIE HUNTER | the C.LA. in this whole Water-!|° 


‘Iwas shipped off to Iran. He 


However, he said that the 
activities had been in addition 
to the previously disclosed 
CLA. involvement in the 
break-in at the psychiatrist's 
office and the C.I.A’s prepare 
ation of a ‘personality assess-| 
ment” of Dr. Ellsberg. : 


“There were other matters’ 


-jbesides the Ellsberg case in! 


which the White House tried to! 


get the C.LA. involved,” Sena-; 


tor Symington said the com! 


mittee had been told. Fr 


‘Schlesinger, . now director of 


‘the C.LA. indicated that Mr.; 


| Asked if one of those under-: 
|cover projects was the bugging 
of the Democratic party head- 
quarters at the Watergate coni- 
plex here last June, Senator 


iSymington replied: ‘No.” 
»  Ehrlichman Named Earlier 


C.LA. officials last we 
named Mr. Ehrlichman as hav-| 


Ehrlichman, provided disguises 
and equipment later used in 
the break-in of the office of 
Dr, Ellsberg’s psychiatrist. 
‘Personality Assessment’ 

He was director, too, at the 
time the C.).A. provided a “per- 
sonality assessment” of Dr. 
Ellsberg in the summer and 
fall of 1971, also at the request 
of a White House aide, David} 
R. Young Jr. Agency officials | 
have said it was.the first suchi 
study made by the C.LA, on: 
a American citizen. H 

Testimony last week by Gen-s 
era! Cushman and James R. 


iHelms had been aware of both 
lactions. 
| Mr, Helms continued as head 
of the C.LA. until he was named 
Ambassador to Iran earlier this 
spring. 

Some members of the Armed 


they fledt that the CIA. was 


‘House. 
timony was not made public, 


that he had told the commit-- 
tee that the C.LA. had rejected 
White House efforts to enlist 
,the agency in further activities, 


Saxbe Comments 


Senator William B. Saxhe, 
j Republican of Ohio, a member 
f the committee, said later: 
“I believe that’s why Helms 


wouldn't cooperate.” 

Another Republican member 
of the committee, Senator Peter 
H. Dominick of Colorado, said 
that he had been “surprised 
lat the direct testimony [of Gen- 
‘eral Walters) which indicated 
that Haldeman and Ehrlichman 
were apparently interested in 
getting the C.LA. involved.” | 

Senator Dominick said that 
the general’s testimony showed 
“there were incidents other 
the El!sberg case in which 
White House aides tried to get 
the C.LA. involved.” 

Since General Walters did not 
join the C.LA. until the spring 
of last year, it would appear 
that whatever White House ef- 
forts that may have been made 
to enlist further C.LA. help 
came since that time, either in 
1972 or earlier this year. 

Senator Symington and other 
members of the committee de- 
clined to say whether C.LA. 
help had been sought in trying 
to cover up White House in- 
volvement in the Watergate 
scandals, ; 


Long-Time Nixon Aides 


Both General Walters and. 
General Cushman were long- 
time associates of President 
Nixon. General Cushman had 
served as Mr, Nixon’s military 
aide while he was Vice Presiden 
in the nineteentfifties. 

General Walters was a staff 
assistant to former President 
Eisenhower and served as Vice 
President Nixon’s interpreter on 
yarious forcipn tours, including 
a 1958 South American visit 


in which the party was show- - 


ered with rocks and empty cans. 

Mr. Nixon was not injured 
but General Walters was 
sprayed -with glass splinters. 
General Cushman was also a 


member of the Nixon party on 


that trip. 


| ; : : 
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While General Walters’s tes-| 


there were strong indications} 


WASHINGTON Post 


15 MAY 1973 


sApproved Fe Release 2005/07/01 : C 


Mexcea 
Episode 


Invelved. 


By Laurence Stern 
Washington Post Staff Writer 


Three of President 
Nixon's highest-ranking 


‘White House aides sought 


to persuade the Central 
Intelligence Agency to 
call off—on national se- 


_curity grounds---an FBI 


investigation into the Wa- 
tergate .scandal’s ‘“Mexi- 


- ean Connection.” 


xa 


‘ Maurice EL 


CIA’s 


‘John W. 


This testimony was given 


-to a closed session of the | 
Services 


Senate Armed 
Committee yesterday. by the 
depuly director, Lt. 
Gen. Vernon A. Walters, it 
was learned. . 

Walters, said the proposal 
was made to him at a White 


_Nouse meeting to which he 


was summoned by presiden- 


tial aides Hl. R. Haldeman. 
John D. Ehriichman and 
Dean HL 

_ The CIA official. who is 
expected to be summoned 
imminently before a federal 
grand jury to tell the story, 
said the then CIA Director 
Richard M. Helms refused 
to-go along with the plan 
and the White House was so 
informed. 

The case involved the 
$100.000 or more in Nixon 
re-election funds that were 
‘laundered’? through a Mcex- 
ieo City bank and ended up 
ultimately in the safe of 
Stans, chief 
presidential fund-raiser in 
1972. 

Walters, according to 
qualified sources, testified 
that the three White House 
advisers told him they 
wanted the agency 
the FBI that an investiga- 
tion of the Mexican money 
would jeopardize CIA opera: 
tions. 


to tell. 


White House efforts in 1972 


‘10 involve the CIA in Water- 


gate cover-up activities, as 
depicted in yesterday’s testi- 
mony. 

Walters was accompanied 


_ to the hearing by outgoing 
- CIA Director 


James R. 
Schlesinger, Director-desig- 
nate William E. Colby, the ,~- 
CIA’s present director of 
clandestine operations, and 
Marine commandant Gen. 


Robert E. Cushman Jr., who-7 
preceded Walters as Cla 


deputy director. 


When he relayed the sug | 


gestion to Helms. said Wal- 
ters, tie former director de- 
cided that there was no ba- 
sis for the request to the 
FBI. 

The Mexican 
dent was 
what 
souree 
“continuing 


money inci- 


one 
-deseribed as oa 


pattern” — of | 


Acting Aged Services 


Chairman Sen. Stuart Sym. 


ington,(D-Mo.) said he was 
surprised to learn of Halde- 
man’s implication in the 
ease. 

“The CIA was asked to 
provide help on other mat- 
ters beyond the FEllsberg 


case by the ‘White ITfouse 
staff,” Symington said after 
today's closed session. “We 
found out that Haldeman 
was very heavily involved.” 

Dean had been implicated 
in seeret testimony Friday 
dealing with White House 
pressures on the agency, it 
was learned. 

The time sequence of ‘the 
attempted intercessions was 
not clear. They occurred, ac- 
cording to one qualified 
source, “at a time when 
these guys were frantically 
trying to get off the hook 
and get other guys on the 
hook” — presumably after 
disclosure of the Watergate | 
break-in last June 17. 

Both Symington and Sen. 
Sam Nunn (D-Ga.) praised 
the CIA for standing up to 
the alleged White Lfouse 
pressures to assist in cover- 
ing up the Watergate trail. 

One of the subjects cov- 
ered by the committee in its 
questioning of the CIA wit- 
nesses was a menirandum 


IA-RDP91-0 


f 

Bs med ei een a 

VERNON A. WALTERS 
... tells of CIA role. 


to federal prosecutors by 
onvicted Watergate con- 
spirator James W. AcCard 
Jv., who said he had been 
urged by his previous coun- 
sel to claim that the Water- 
gate break-in was a CIA op- 
eration. 

The lawyer, Gerald Alch 
of Boston, denied in an in- 
terview last week that he 
hac made any such proposal 
to AcCord. The attorney 
said’ he merely asked Me- 
Cord about possible CIA im- 


. 
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plication because, on the ba- 
sis of government-produced 
evidence, McCord had once 
intimated that the break-in 


team consisted of CIA em- 
ployces. 

It was dicsiossd last week 
that Ehrlichman in July, 
1971 had asked then CIA 
Deputy Director Cushman 
to give undereover assist- 
ance to Watergate conspira- 
toy E. Howard Hunt for an 
undisclosed misSion that 
even Hunt would not 
vulge to the ClA, The as- 
sistance, spy equipment and 
secret phone numbers, were 
provided. The mission, it 
turned out, was the burglary 
of Daniel Ellsbere’s psychia- 
trist, Dr. Lewis Fielding of 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 

The names of Haldeman 
and Dean had not come up 
in the course of last week’s 
public revelations. 

Senators who attended yes- 
terday’s closed session were 
extremely reluctant to di- 
vulge details. “We are deal- 
ing with what may well be 
serious criminal violations 
by high-ranking officials,” 
commented one committee 
member. 
now could probably jcopard- 
ize any future criminal prose- 
cutions.” . 
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“Whatever we say - 


f 


i 


way 


bw 


By OSWALD JOHNSTON - 


Star-News Stalf Wnter 


WASHINGT 


anasmani 
Riad OY 
records to restore to its 
payroll two former em- 
ployes involved in the 


“The White House last “ break-in E. Howard Hunt, 


summer pressured the 
Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy to help high administra- 
tion officials conceal their 


# part in the Watergate con- 


spiracy, a Senate commit- 
tee has reportedly been 
told. 

According to severa 
fragmentary accounts of 
closed-door testimony by 
CIA officialy appearing 
before the Senate Armed 
Services Committee yes- 
terday, the agency was 
urged by White House 
aides to extend the 
**cover'’ of CIA employ- 
ment to some of the Water- 
gate break-in team and to 
help conceal the financing 
of the operation. 

’ The CIA refused both 
requests, it was reported. 

* Sen. Stuart Symington, 
D-Mo., acting chairman of 
the committee for the spe- 
cial investigation, dis- 
closed yesterday that for- 
mer White I!ouse aides H. 
R. Haldeman and John W. 
Dean HI were involved in 
efforts to implicate the 
CIA in domestic activities 
on behalf of the Nixon 
administration. 


SYMINGTON declined, 
however, to give any de- 
tails of what Dean and 
Haldeman tried to do. Last 
week it emerged from 
depositions by CIA offt- 
cials that John D, Ehrlich- 
man, President Nixon's 
chief domestic aide, per- 
sonally intervened to win 
apency cooperation in the 
1971 mission which led to 
the burglary of the psychi- 
atrist of Symington prom- 
ised to disclose more ata a 
news conference sched- 
uled for later today. 


It emerged from other 
sources that the White 
House triunivirate, appar- 
ently with Haldeman tak- 
ing the lead, sought active 
CIA Kelp in covering up 
the role of administration 
higher-ups in Watergate. 

Specific details were 
scanty, but the scheme 
reportedly had two iain 
faucets 


Approved 


‘FIRST, the CTA was to 
revise its employment 


a retired 20-year CIA vet- 
eran who was also in- 
volved in the Ellsberg 
burglary, and James W.. 


“McCord Jr., another CIA 


veteran who was among 
the arrested in the Water- 
gage complex June 17. 


At the same time, the 


'OxT 


eprioves For nea aposhizior a- ae -0 


ae ae 


EDS 


CIA was asked to add to - 


its payroll the so-called 


-“Miami Four’? — the Cu- 


ban-American operatives 
whom Hunt and coconspir- 
ator G. Gordon Liddy had 
hired as foot soldiers in 
the scheme. Two of these 
men also apparently took 


ws 


part in the Ellsberg bur- 


glary. 


SECOND, the CIA was 
asked to help cover the 
tracks of administration 
officials in using Republi- 
can campaign contribu- 
tions which apparently 
had. been carmarked for 
political espionage during 
the 1972 political season. 

In this connection, the 

CIA was reportedly asked 
to help cloud traces of 
about $89,000 in campaign 
contributions which were 
‘laundered’’ through a 
“Mexico City bank account 
‘before winding up im the 
bank account of Bernard 
Barker, one of the Water- 
gate operatives. 

While precise details of 
the proposals were lock- 
ing, the testimony ap- 
peared in some respects to 
support the claim = ad- 
vanced by McCord ina 
May 7 memo to the special 
Senate cormmmittee investi- 
mating Waterpate that 
higher-ups behind the plot 
tricd to put some of the 
responsibility on the CIA. 


TUE KY witness be- 
fore the cominitice yester- 
day was Lt. Gen. Vernon 


eA, Walters, who has been 


deputy director of the CIA 
since May 1972 — a month 
before Waterrate. 
Speaking to reporters 

after the morning cominit- 
tee session, Syuungeton 
revealed for the first (ine 
Ha ee wi end Dean 


dtork Tal in} 


Benak ot the White Tfouse, 
These overtures, be said, 


c- director James R. 


ama 
pee ers 


fd tif 


made during 


had been 
Walters’ tenure as deputy - 
director. 

Ehrlichinan had been 
named last week as the 


administration official 
who approached Walters’ 
predecessor, Gen. Robert 
E. Cushman, to r request 
help for Hunt's operations 
investigaging the Penta- 

According to affidavits 
and statements from Cush- 


LT. GE oN. WALTERS 
man, now Marine Corps 
commandant, and CIA 
Schies- 
inger, the association with 
Hunt was broken off in 
late August 1971 -~ just a 
week before Hunt, Liddy 
and the Cuban group car- 
ried out the burglary of 
Elisbergis pyschiatrist’s 
office in kos Angeles. 


DESPITE this rebuff, 
however, it apparently 
emerged from Walters’ 
testimony yesterday that 
Haldeman and Dean re- 
turned to the agency with 
new approaches 
Waterpate burglary, near- 
ly a-year later. 

From Sympington’s ac- 
count of the committee 
session, Walters had most 
of his dealings with Halde- 
man, whase name had not 
before yesterday been 
linked with convert admin- 
istration contacts with the 
CIA 

Dean's 


role is still un- 


emerged in U.S. Distric 


after the . 


ry 
ie We, fa fr 2S 
lia tJ Ae a Gumet Siete 
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ee Set 71 


Court yesterday during a 
hearing into the disposi- 
tion of classificd docu- 
ments relating to Water- 
gate which Dean had 
sequestered in a safe de- 
posit box until turning 
them over to the court yes- 
terday. 

Under questioning from 
Chief Judge John J. Sirica, 
Dean disclosed that the 
papers bore the obscure 
security classification 
“Top secret -—~ handle via 
commint channels.’’ This 
is an extremely sensitive 
classification denoting a 


highly restricted status 


that is used primarily in 


' the intelligence communi- 


ty. 


“COMMINT’’ refers to 
“communications  intelli- 
gence,” the highly classi- 
fied procedure of inter-, 
cepting foreign diplomatic 
and intelligence messages 
that is quietly carried on 
by both the CIA and the. 
Pentagon's intelligence 
establishment. 

Presumably, Richard M. 
Helms, who was CIA 
director during the period 
of the reported Dan — 
Ehrlichman — Haldeman 
overtures, was instrumen- 
tal in turning down the 
post-Watergate request for 
help. 

According to Cushman’s 
affidavit in the case last 
week,.’ Helins at first ap- 
proved the decision to 
supply false docuinents, 
disguises and other under- 
cover equipment to the 
hunt group. 

That earher a cedanae 
was broken off because 


was feared Hunt’s cna SLATE 


ations were involving the 
CIA in domestic opera- 


continued 


“mington, D-Mo., 
" day. 
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By OSWALD JOHNSTON 


Star-News Staff Writer 


White House aides H.R. 
Haldeman and John W. 
Dean III both participated 
in efforts to involve the 
Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy in domestic activities 
on behalf of the Nixon 
administration during 1971 
and 1972, Sen. Stuart Sy- 
said to- 


Symington continuing a 
Senate investigation of the 
CIA's role in helping the 
September 1971 burglary 
of Danicl Ellsberg’s psy- 
chiatrist, told reporters 
today he had learned of 
new evidence of White 
House efforts to bring the 
agency in on its opera- 
tions. 

Symington refused to 
give any details, but it was 


‘clear from what he told 


reporters during a break 
in committee hearings that 


the additional attempts to, 


involve the CIA took place 
after the burglary. 

Symington did stress 
that the operations did not 
involve the bugging of 
Democratic National 
headquarters at the Wa- 
tergate in 1972, suggesting 
more undercover efforts 
are yet to be disclosed. 

“T was 
learn that not only (John 
D.) Ehrlichman and Dean 
were involved, but that 
Haldeman was.  also,’’ 
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surprised ta’ 


wet Ss 


“They 
were involved up to their 


Symington said. 


ears.” 

Although Symington in- 
dicated he knew of earlier 
Dean involvement, his ref- 
erence today to Dean was 
the first disclosure that 
the former White House 
counse] was somehow in- 
volved in White House 
contacts with the CIA as 
well as the first news of 
Haldeman’s role. 


IT WAS revealed last 
week that Ehlichman, 
President Nixon’s chief 
domestic aide, personally 


cha Mp ti3 175 


re) 
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intervened to gain CIA 
cooperation with Water- 
_- Bate conspirator E. How- 
ard Hunt in an operation 
that later turned out to be 
the burglary of Elisberg’s 
analyst. Symington de- 
clined to give any details 
of Dean’s or Haldeman's 
actions. 


The key informant in 
today’s revelations was 
the present deputy direc- 
tor of the CIA, Lt. Gen. 


“vernon A. Walters, who 


held that post from early 
1972. Walters testified to- 


day before Symington’s - 


armed services sub-com- 
mittee on intelligence. 
What Walters revealed, 
Symington said concerned 
attempts by the White 
House team of Haldeman, 
Iehlichman and Dean to 
_involve the CIA in unspeci- 
fied operations during the 
time he was deputy direc- 
tor—that is, during 1972. 
Also present to testify 
today was Gen. Robert E. 
Cushman Jr., a Marine 
Corps commandant who 
was CIA deputy director in 
1971, when the Ellsberg 
burglary occurred. Cush- 


man has already admitted . 


that the CIA, at 
Ehrlichman’s request, 
gave Hunt false docu- 
ments, disguises and other 
equipment when he was 
planning the burglary. 


WITH CUSHMAN and :- 


Walters in the committee | 
room were also James R. 
Schlesinger the out-going 
CIA director who has been 
designated secretary of 
Defense, and William E. 
Colby, who has béen 
named to succeed him. 


In his testimony last | 
week and in a formal affi- | 
davit made public Friday, ° 
Cushman said the former 
CIA director, Richard M. 


Helms, gave his assent to ‘ 


the support the agency 
gave Hunt in what was 
clearly to be a domestic 
operation. - 

The national Security - 
Act of 1947, under whose 
authority the CIA oper- 
ates, expressly forbids the 
agency to engage in any 
internal security or do- 
mestic police operations. 

Yelms, now ambassador 
to Iran, has becn called to 
testify before Symington's 
subcommittee and also 
two other Congressional 
units probing CIA activi- 
ties during 1971 and 72 -—+ 
the Pentagon Papcrs-Wa- 
tergate period. 
~ Symington said Helms 
would testify to his group 
later this: week, but a pre- 
cise date has not been set. 
Helms’? travel plans are 
not being formally an- 
nounced, but he left Teh- 


STAT 


| Ce 


ran over the weekend anSTAT 


is believed to be in Wash- 


ington now. 
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: 12 May 1973 


I, 7 VERNON A, WALTERS, a Lieutenant,General in the United 
States Army, hereby duly sworn, depose and say as follows: 

I have been Deputy Director of CIA since I was sworn into 
that office on 2 May 1972. 

On 23 tone 1972 I was ordered by a phone message from my 
office to be at the White House at aur 1300 with Director Haine: 
I had lunch with Mr. Helms and we went to Mr. Ehrlichman's 
office at the White House. Present were Mr, Phrlichman, Mr. 
Haldeman, Mr. Helms sea myself. AsI recall it, Mr. Haldeman 
said that the Watergate incident was esdeine trouble and was being 
exploited by the opposition, It had been decided at the White House 
that I would go to Acting FBI Director Gray and tell him that now 
that the ive suspects ake arrested, further enquiries into the 
Mexican aspects of this matter might jeopardize some of the CIA's 
covert Res in that area. An supa unten was made for me 
to see Mr. Gray at 1430 that same iy I went over and told 
him that I had been directed by top White House officials to 
tell him that further investigation into the Mexican aspects of the 
Watergate episode might jeopardize some of the Agency's covert 
actions in that area. He said that he understood the agreement 


between the FBI and the Agency regarding their sources but that 
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. 


this was a scanned ehisen. He would not whee the agreement 
with CIA regarding sources. On my return to the Pesta I checked 
to see whether there was any danger in the Agency's covert sources 
if the Mexican part of the investigation continued and ascertained 
that no one believed that this was the case. No one had any knowledge 
of the plan to bug the Democratic National Committee. 

On June 26 the Counsel to the President John Dean called me 
and asked me to come and see him about the matter.I had discussed 
with Haldeman and Ehrlichman. He said I could check with 
Ehrlichman and I did. He said I could talk to Dean so I went to 
Dean's office at 1145 on June 26. | 

I er Dean that I had checked carefully to see whether 
there was any jeopardy to the Agency's sources by a further investiga- 
tion of the Mexican sources of this matter and had found there was 
none, Dean then asked whether the CIA might have taken part in the 
Watergate episode without my knowing it. I said that this was not 
possible, I knew that the Agency had had no part in the Spevacion 
against the Democratic National eeeieese. I oe could not say 
that further investigation would jeopardize Agency sources. I felt that 
someone had bungled badly and that the responsible parties should be 
fired. He asked whether there was not some way in which the Agency 
might have been involved. I said that Ihad checked with Director 
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Helms and was convinced it wae not, Any attempt to ‘stifle this 
its testis would destroy the effectiveness of the Agency and 
the FBI and would be a grave diasenuves to the President. I would 
have no part in it and was quite prepared to resign on the issue, 
He asked whether I isa any ideas on what might be done and I 
replied that those responsible shouted be fired. He seemed 
disappointed and I left, 

The following day I saw Dean again in his office at his equeen 
He again reviewed the Watergate Case saying that some witnesses 
were getting scared and were "wobbling", I said that no matter 
how scared they got, ey could not involve CIA because it was 
not involved in ine bugging of the Watergate. He then asked if the 
CIA could not furnish bail and pay the suspects’ salaries aiiile they 
were in jail, using povonbavein funds for this purpose. 

I replied that this was out of the question. It would ieaplicata 
the Agency in something in which it was not implicated, Any such 
action by’ the Agency would imply an order from the highest level 
and I would not be a party to any such action. It would be a grave 
disservice to the President and the country and would destroy the 
CIA's credibility with the Congress and the people. I would 


resign rather than do this.and,if ordered to do it, I would ask to see 
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the President to explain the reasons for my sonweut: ‘Furthermore, 
when the Agency expended funds in the U.S.,:we had to report this 
to the Oversight Committees of the Agency in Congress. He was 
much taken aback by this and agreed that risks of implicating the 
CIA and FBI in this matter would be enormous. I said that what 
was now a painful wound could become a mortal one. What dees 
a "conventional explosion could be turned into a multi-megaton 
explosion". I again advised him to fire the responsible parties. 
Again Dean sent for me on the 28th of June and I saw him at 

his office at 1130 that day. He enquired whether I had learned © 
anything more about CIA involvement. I replied that there was no 
involvement of the Agency in the bugging of the Waieueate: He then 
asked whether I had any ideas and I said that I had none which could 
be ar ee Perhaps the Cubans who were anti-Castro might have 
had a hand in-it but the CIA did not, 

| On July cae received a call from Aetiae Director of the FBI 
Gray saying that he could not stop further inve stigation of the Mexican 
aspects of this matter unless he had a formal letter from the Director 
of CIA or me asking him to do this. I said that I weuid come to his 


office and I saw him at 1000 the following morning. 
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I told him tage I could Bet tell him that ee inve stigation would 
tepeavdine the Agency's covert sources, I had checked on this and it 
was not so. I had ascertained that General Cushman had initially 
authorized the issuance of some equipment to Howard Hunt without 
knowing its purpose other than it was, as I understood it, to shut off 
"leaks", This was long before the Watergate bugging. Since then J 
had. Siete checked and there was no other involvement of any sort 
by the CIA in the operation against the Watergate. I said that I felt 
that attempts to cover this up or to implicate the CIA or FBI would | 
be detrimental to their integrity and a disservice to the President 
and the country. I aout have no part in this and watauin prepared 
to resign on this iad: He said that he shared my views regarding 
the importance of the integrity of our Agencies and he too was 
prepared to resign on this issue. I gave Gray a list of the equipment 
the Agency had given Hunt and ie account of our feces with the 
former CIA employees up to the termination of their employment 
with the Agency long before the Watergate episode. | 

I saw Gray again on the 12th of July and gave him one additional 
memorandum regarding the contact furnished Hunt, We reviewed 
the matter reiterating the position we had taken previously. I said 
that I had told Dean that the best solution would be to fire those 
responsible. Gray said he had made the same recommendation. 
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Once again a agreed that saaee that might damage the integrity 
of the FBI and CIA would be a grave disservice to the President and 
the Government. 

In February 1973 shortly after Mr. Schlesinger became Director 
I told him of my conversations with Haldeman, Ehrlichman and Dean, 
In February Dean called Dr. Schlesinger to see if the Agency could 
get back from the FBI the material it had sent to the Justice Depart- 
ment concerning our contact with Hunt. Dr. Schlesinger and I agveed 
that this could not be done. I attempted to contact Dean but he was in 
Florida. On his return I saw Dean at his office on February 21 and 
told him that we eould not ask the FBI for the material back. That 
would only serve tc implicate the CIA and I could not and would not 
do it. I had seen Acting FBI Director Gray that morning and told 
him of Dean's request and our refusal. He agreed saying that he 
could not do such a thing. 

Since that date I have had no eee contact with Dean. The 
above represents my recollection of what occurred and the dates are 
checked in my appointment book, 


Stato of Virginia 


County of Fairfax VERNON A, WALTERS 
Sworn to and subseribed before m-_ 
iI 7 ane Ry le fo 2c lO 
Witness my hand and official, seal. 6 
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